
Identity Statement 
 
Reference Code:  CP/CO/WC/M 

 
Title:  Cork City Council Whole Council Committee Minutes 

 
Dates:  1911 – 1924 

 
Level of description:  Fonds 

 
Extent: 2 manuscript bound volumes 

 

Context:  

Creator: 
 
Cork City Council (formerly Cork Corporation) 
 

Archival History 
 
Deposited in Cork Archives Institute in ca.1985 by the Town Clerk’s Department, Cork 
Corporation. Previously stored in strongrooms at City Hall. 
 

Administrative History 

The forerunner of the present day Cork City Council was Cork Corporation which was of ancient 
origin. The first Charter was granted in 1185. Various other charters were to follow over the 
centuries, granting and establishing numerous rights, privileges and responsibilities to the 
citizens of Cork City, which was established in the 1600’s as a County in its own right, called 
‘The County of the City of Cork’. Cork Corporation was reformed in 1840, 1853 and in 1899. In 
1924 the city council of Cork Corporation was dissolved and its powers and duties transferred to 
Mr. Philip Monahan, who was appointed City Commissioner, taking office on 31st October, 
1924, continuing to administer civic affairs until 1929 when the Corporation was reestablished 
and Monahan became the first City Manager. Under the Local Government Act 2001, Cork 
Corporation was renamed Cork City Council. Under the various Management Acts, the functions 
of local authorities are divided into two classes - Reserved Functions, performable directly by the 
elected members, and Executive Functions, performed by the city or county manager by order. 
The reserved functions of a local authority (those performed by the elected members by 
resolution) comprise decisions on all major matters, for example: adopting the annual estimate of 
expenses and striking the rate; borrowing money; making or varying a development plan; 
making, amending or revoking bye-laws; nominating persons to act on committees or other 
public bodies;  demanding expenses from any other local authority; the adoption of house-
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building programmes; adopting a scheme of letting priorities. (See the Cork City Council 
administrative history for further information). 

Content and Structure 
Scope and Content 
 
The present committee came into being in January 1907 when the Improvement Committee was 
reconstituted as a Committee of the Whole Council, under an Order of Council of 28 December 
1906 stating that a committee of the whole Council is to sit on the last Friday of each month ‘for 
the purpose of authorising the issue of all orders to the Bank for the monthly advances to the 
Treasurer and payments to Contractors and others on the recommendation of the monthly 
Finance Committee, countersigned by the Town Clerk or Law Agent as a guarantee that such 
payments are legal and duly authorised’. 
 
The first minutes of this Whole Council Committee (January 1906 – August 1907) are recorded 
in the final volume of minutes of the Improvement Committee [CP/CO/IM/M/005]. There is then 
a gap until the first first volume of the present series, which opens in January 1911, and it seems 
likely that the minutes for intervening years were lost. Earlier meetings of Committees of the 
Whole Council are recorded in Special Committee minute books [CP/CO/SP/M]. 
 
The first volume opens with a statement on the ‘Powers and Duties of Committee’, the meeting 
of 27 January 1911 being the first since the election of a new Council. The secretary explained 
‘that the Committee was composed of all the members of the Council, of whom not less than five 
formed a quorum; that its meetings were fixed for the last Friday of each month at 2:45PM, for 
the purpose of authorising the issue of all orders to the Bank for the monthly advances to the 
Treasurer and payments to Contractors and others on the recommendation of the Law and 
Finance Committee, passed at their monthly meeting, such orders to the Bank to be signed by the 
presiding Chairman and countersigned by two members of the Council, the Town Clerk or Law 
Agent, and the City Treasurer. That the Lord Mayor, when present, shall preside at each meeting 
of the Committee, and, in his absence, the chair shall be taken at each subsequent meeting, in 
rotation, by a member in the order in which his name appears on the roll, after the name of the 
member who last occupied the chair’. 
 
Each set of minutes contains an abstract of advice notes to the bank authorising payments, 
broken down by fund to be charged and paying order number. This is followed by a printed 
schedule of persons to whom cheques are payable, and nature of payment. Funds under which 
payments are made include the following: Borough; Cemetery; Sanitary; General Purposes; 
Waterworks; Improvement; and Sinking. Payments from various accounts are also noted, 
including the Poor Rate Account, the Improvement Capital Account, and the Sanitary Capital 
Account. 
 
The Committee also considered tenders for general supplies on an annual basis, as referred to 
them by the Council. Meetings for this purpose from 1889 to March 1911 are recorded in Special 
Committee minutes. The present committee also heard suggestions for improvements and 
complaints regarding the city’s streets, railways, footpaths, lamp lights, public buildings, and 
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water and sewer pipes, but usually referred such matters to the Public Works Committee. In this, 
the Committee continued the work formerly discharged by the Improvement Committee. A 
second or more meetings were usually held each month at which such matters were considered. 
 
The present series provides an important record of the Council’s use and management of its 
finances, documenting payments under its various funds, for wages, materials, and works, and its 
annual tendering for general supplies. It also takes up where Improvement Committee minutes 
end, in noting applications by councillors for works, and related complaints. Such applications 
were generally referred to the Public Works Committee [CP/CO/PW/M]. As a Committee of the 
Whole Council, its minutes should be viewed in light of those of the full Council [CP/CO/M], 
and, in its financial aspect, those of the Law and Finance Committee [CP/CO/LF/M]. Its role in 
approving payments for virtually all of the Corporation funds means the present series is relevant 
to the work of all of the Council’s committees and Corporation departments at this time. 
 
This series would appear to have been closed shortly before the Corporation was dissolved in 
1924, a City Commissioner discharging the work of the Council from October 1924 to March 
1929. A new ‘General Purposes Committee of the Whole Council’ first met on 16 April 1929. 
While this committee had responsibility for approving payments, having assumed that function 
from the earlier Whole Council Committee, its other functions were substantially different, and 
its minutes form a distinct series: CP/CO/GP/M. 
 
For further information on Council committees, see the ‘Scope and Content’ section of 
Descriptive Lists for other series of Council Committee minutes. 
 

Arrangement 
Chronological 
CP/CO/WC/M/1: 
27 January 1911 – 22 December 1916 
CP/CO/WC/M/2: 
12 January 1917 – 25 January 1924 
 

Allied Materials 
 
CCCA: 
CP/CO/M City Council Minute Books  
CP/CO/CM Minute Books of Various Other City Council Committees 
CP/CO/CP Cork City Council – Council Papers 
CP/CO/AR Cork City Council - Committee Agendas and Reports 
CP/CO/GC Cork City Council - General Correspondence Files 
 
Caulfield, Richard, The Council Book of the Corporation of the City of Cork 1600-1643, 1690-
1800 (1876). 
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Conditions of Access and Use 
 

Access Conditions:  
Open by appointment to those holding a current readers ticket 
 

Language:  
English 
 
Finding Aids:  
Descriptive List  
 
 

Rules / Conventions 
 
ISAD(G) 

Archivists Note / Date of Description 
 
Timmy O Connor, Local Government Archivist 
May 2012  
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Descriptive List of Items 
 
Reference: CP/CO/WC/M/001 
Title: Cork Corporation Whole Council Committee Minutes  
Dates: 27 January 1911 – 22 December 1916 
Level of Description: item 
Extent/Size pp400 
Scope and Content: 
Volume of minutes.  
Includes: 
24 February 1911 Reference from Council to consider tenders for general supplies for the year to 
31 March 1912. 
Matters raised by councillors, and referred to the Public Works Committee, include erection and 
moving of lamps, nuisance arising from the washing of sheep skins, and laying of a pedestrian 
crossing. 
24 March 1911 Referred to Public Works Committee: Letter from Mrs Golden, Dublin St, 
complaining that her foundation is in danger of sinking owing to heavy traffic on Cross St; seven 
applications for works, mainly relating to footpaths, by Councillor Beale. 
11 May 1911 Referred to Public Works Committee: Complaint by two councillors regarding the 
inconvenience to shopkeepers from the accumulation of shop refuse owing to the lack of a 
proper dumping ground. 
1 March 1912 Resolution referred to Law and Finance Committee regarding Council 
representation on the Board of Management of the South Infirmary, and its House Committee. 
8 March 1912 Letter from Gaelic League regarding platform and lighting at the National 
Monument for its public meeting on St Patrick’s Night. 
10 January 1913 Letter from Representative Body of Church of Ireland acknowledging the 
Corporation’s request for permission to illuminate the dials of Shandon Church. 
25 April 1913 Inserted, Printed Statement of Balances and Corporation Debt (p144). 
30 April 1915 Ordered, that a return be prepared of the amount paid by Relief of Distress 
Committees in workmen’s wages for March, and of the present balance on hand. 
Resolution protesting at ‘excessive taxes’ proposed to be imposed on the liquor industry. 
23 July 1915 Councillor O’Riordan calls attention ‘to the exorbitant charges made for pictures 
supplied to the poorer classes by Jewish Dealers in the City’. Referred to city solicitor. 
14 April 1916 City High Sheriff requests that traffic at Maylor St be suspended for three days to 
enable him to complete a painting contract at Cash & Co Ltd. 
9 June 1916 Letter from Librarian and Secretary, Carnegie Free Library, regarding the 
committee’s suggestions that all books and periodicals, as far as possible, be procured in the city 
or from the city’s booksellers. 
13 September 1916 Reference from Council to consider motion that a war bonus of three 
shillings per week be granted to Corporation labourers. [Approved. See also 2 Nov 1916] 
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Reference: CP/CO/WC/M/002 
Title: Cork Corporation Whole Council Committee Minutes  
Dates: 12 January 1917 – 25 January 1924 
Level of Description: item 
Extent/Size pp386 
Scope and Content: 
Volume of minutes. Indexed. 
Includes: 
9 March 1917 Referred to Law and Finance Committee: suggestion that commitals of city 
children to industrial schools be ‘fully investigated’ before orders are made. 
30 March 1917 Reference from Council to consider tenders for general supplies for the year to 
March 1918, ‘with power to finally deal with same’. 
21 December 1917 Suggestion that the ‘courageous action’ of a disabled soldier, Patrick Dineen, 
in rescuing occupants of a collapsing house be brought to the attention of the Carnegie Hero 
Fund and military authorities. 
19 April 1918 Inserted, printed booklet, Cork City Electoral Areas and Number of Aldermen and 
Councillors assigned thereto, Local Government (Ireland) Act, 1919 (Guy and Co, 1919; p86). 
4 October 1918 Reference from Council to consider adopting regulations in place in England on 
the lighting of shops, as suggested by the Coal Controller, ‘in view of the present critical 
condition of the coal supplies’. Regulations for Dublin recommended for approval. 
28 October 1918 Inserted, letter from the City Engineer to the Law and Finance Committee 
regarding the cost involved in meeting the Irish Transport and General Workers’ Union’s 
application for an increase of 5 shillings a week for its members. Referred to this committee. 
31 January 1919 Resolution protesting at the treatment of political prisoners in Cork Gaol. 
1 August 1919 City Solicitor’s report with scheme for division of city into electoral areas. 
25 October 1920 Vote of sympathy passed and deputation appointed to attend funeral, on the 
death of Lord Mayor Terence McSwiney. 
4 February 1921 Special meeting on strike by employees of Electric Tramways and Lighting Co. 
22 March 1921 Resolution protesting at death penalty against O’Sullivan, Moore, and O’Leary. 
30 September 1921 Inserted, statement on conditions at Spike Island Internment Camp. 
18 May 1922 Inserted, printed booklet, Scheme for the abolition of the Workhouse System and 
for the future Institutional Treatment of the Poor of the County and City of Cork. 
23 August 1922 Special meeting on reference from Council to consider rebuilding of City Hall. 
Adjourned in memory of General Collins. [See also 4 September 1922] 
29 June 1923 Inserted, statements of bank balances and Corporation debt, May and June 1923. 
28 August 1923 Reference from Council to consider application to use Cork arms as a trade 
mark for exported butter by Messrs C Nolan & Sons. 
31 August 1923 Report on sale of houses on Wycherley site under tenant purchase system. 
1 October 1923 Special meeting to consider temporary accommodation [in light of burning of 
City Hall. See also, eg, 16 October 1923]. 
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