
Identity Statement 
 
Reference Code:  CP/CO/CL/M 

 
Title:  Cork City Council Clothing Committee Minutes (including 

Stocktaking Committee Minutes 1890 – 1907) 
 

Dates:  1890 – 1929 
 

Level of description:  Series 
 

Extent: 4 manuscript bound volumes 
 

Context:  

Creator: 
 
Cork City Council (formerly Cork Corporation) 
 

Archival History 
 
Deposited in Cork Archives Institute in ca.1985 by the Town Clerk’s Department, Cork 
Corporation. Previously stored in strongrooms at City Hall. 
 

Administrative History 

The forerunner of the present day Cork City Council was Cork Corporation which was of ancient 
origin. The first Charter was granted in 1185. Various other charters were to follow over the 
centuries, granting and establishing numerous rights, privileges and responsibilities to the 
citizens of Cork City, which was established in the 1600’s as a County in its own right, called 
‘The County of the City of Cork’. Cork Corporation was reformed in 1840, 1853 and in 1899. In 
1924 the city council of Cork Corporation was dissolved and its powers and duties transferred to 
Mr. Philip Monahan, who was appointed City Commissioner, taking office on 31st October, 
1924, continuing to administer civic affairs until 1929 when the Corporation was reestablished 
and Monahan became the first City Manager. Under the Local Government Act 2001, Cork 
Corporation was renamed Cork City Council. Under the various Management Acts, the functions 
of local authorities are divided into two classes - Reserved Functions, performable directly by the 
elected members, and Executive Functions, performed by the city or county manager by order. 
The reserved functions of a local authority (those performed by the elected members by 
resolution) comprise decisions on all major matters, for example: adopting the annual estimate of 
expenses and striking the rate; borrowing money; making or varying a development plan; 
making, amending or revoking bye-laws; nominating persons to act on committees or other 
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public bodies;  demanding expenses from any other local authority; the adoption of house-
building programmes; adopting a scheme of letting priorities. (See the Cork City Council 
administrative history for further information). 

Content and Structure 
Scope and Content 
 
 
Meetings of the Clothing Committee prior to 1890 are recorded in General Committee minutes, 
the earliest noted meeting (Special Clothing Committee) taking place on 30 July 1874. From 
December 1879, clothing became a function of a new General Purposes Committee, but by the 
mid-1880s a distinct clothing committee was again in existence [see General Committee 
minutes, CP/CO/GC/M]. 
 
The present series of minutes begins in January 1890 and continues until October 1929. The first 
volume of the present series also contains minutes of the Stocktaking Committee (1890-1907). 
Later Stocktaking Committee minutes are contained in a single volume forming a discrete series 
[CP/CO/SK/M]. Meetings were generally held fortnightly or monthly, and were generally 
attended by the chairman and councillors, with the city secretary usually attending. The town 
clerk and other officers such as inspectors also sometimes attended. 
 
The Clothing Committee had responsibility for the clothing of Corporation officers and staff, in 
particular outdoor and uniformed staff. Minutes for 29 August 1892 record the following: 
‘Reference from Council to consider tenders for annual supply of uniform, clothing, boots, hats, 
and caps to the Corporate Staff, with power to deal definitely therewith’. Minutes generally 
contain lists of items submitted by contractors for each Council Department, and whether passed 
or rejected by the committee. From 1894, related invoice numbers were included. 
Advertisements for and discussion of new contracts,  issues arising over existing contracts, and 
other clothing-related matters were handled by this committee, which liaised with departmental 
committees regarding the requirements of staff in each department. Contractors were paid out of 
the Improvement Fund. 
 
The Stocktaking Committee had responsibility ‘to supervise the quarterly stocktaking of the 
Corporation Plant, Implements, and Materials’. The storekeeper, or assistant storekeeper, made 
quarterly returns of stock taken, broken down by department. The committee considered the 
returns, and approved of them or met to discuss issues arising. Meetings were held quarterly, or 
sometimes more frequently. The storekeeper often attended Stocktaking Committee meetings. 
 
The early minutes in this series cover a period for which minutes of the full Council have not 
survived. The series sheds light on the variety of officers and staff employed by the Corporation 
at this time, and the range of items of clothing and materials used for the many garments 
involved. Staff provided for range from the mayor’s sergeants, fire brigade officers, and sanitary 
officers, to market beadles, gangers, and scavengers. Clothing items supplied included uniform 
suits, silk capes, felt hats, and ‘Blucher’ boots. The books also partly document the textile and 
retail clothing trades in Cork, and conditions of labour. The Stocktaking Committee minutes give 
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information on Corporation plant and materials, depots, and capital and repair work [see also 
CP/CO/SK/M]. 
 
From November 1924 to March 1929, while the Corporation was dissolved, Clothing Committee 
meetings were attended by the City Commissioner (later City Manager), with other officers 
sometimes attending. City Manager Monahan continued to attend meetings, without Councillors 
present, up to 25 July 1929, when the present series ends. 
 
(see ‘Includes’ notes for individual volumes, giving examples of matters considered). 
 
For further information on Council committees, see the ‘Scope and Content’ section of 
Descriptive Lists for other series of Council Committee minutes. 
 
 

Arrangement 
Chronological 
CP/CO/CL/1: 
21 Jan 1890 – 18 Feb 1903 (Clothing); 3 Jan 1890 – 10 Dec 1907 (Stocktaking) 
CP/CO/CL/2: 
7 July 1903 – 19 October 1909 
CP/CO/CL/3: 
22 October 1909 – 18 July 1917 
CP/CO/CL/4: 
28 August 1917 – 25 July 1929 
 
 

Allied Materials 
 
CCCA: 
CP/CO/M City Council Minute Books  
CP/CO/M Minute Books of Various Other City Council Committees, especially: 
CP/CO/SK/M Minutes of Stocktaking Committee, 1908-1924 
CP/CO/CP Cork City Council – Council Papers 
CP/CO/AR Cork City Council - Committee Agendas and Reports 
CP/CO/GC Cork City Council - General Correspondence Files 
 
Caulfield, Richard, The Council Book of the Corporation of the City of Cork 1600-1643, 1690-
1800 (1876). 
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Conditions of Access and Use 
 

Access Conditions:  
Open by appointment to those holding a current readers ticket 
 

Language:  
English 
 
Finding Aids:  
Descriptive List  
 
 

Rules / Conventions 
 
ISAD(G) 

Archivists Note / Date of Description 
 
Timmy O Connor, Local Government Archivist 
May 2012  
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Descriptive List of Items 
 
Reference: CP/CO/CL/M/001 
Title: Cork Corporation Clothing Committee and Stocktaking Committee Minutes 
Dates: 21 Jan 1890 – 18 Feb 1903 (Clothing); 3 Jan 1890 – 10 Dec 1907 (Stocktaking) 
Level of Description: item 
Extent/Size pp306 
Scope and Content: 
Volume of minutes. Indexed. 
Pages 1 to 199 contain Clothing Committee minutes 21 January 1890 to 22 July 1902. 
Pages 200 to 264 contain Stocktaking Committee minutes 3 January 1890 to 12 February 1903. 
Pages 265 to 279 contain Stocktaking Committee minutes 18 February 1904 to 10 December 
1907. 
Pages 280 to 306 contain Clothing Committee minutes 5 August 1902 to 18 February 1903. 
 Includes: 
 21 January 1890 Clothing submitted by contractor for the following departments: Secretary’s 
(Mayor’s sergeant’s pants); Resident Engineer’s (waterworks men’s overcoats); Fire Brigade 
(superintendent, turncock, watchman and firemens’ pants, vests, red shirts); Hackney Cars 
(inspectors’ tunics, pants, and vests); Tolls and Markets (Beadles’ and inspectors’ pants). 
24 February 1890 Uniform for water inspector passed. 
8 September 1890 Newscutting, advertisement for clothing contract ‘for the supply of such 
Uniform Clothing, Hats, Capes, Boots, &c, for the Corporation Staff, as may be required and 
ordered to the 1st May 1891’. (p5; see also, eg, 25 June 1894, p27) 
9 September 1891 Tenders accepted: Timothy O’Callaghan, South Main Street (clothing); 
Timothy Twohig, 33 Nile Street (boots); William Dennehy, Patrick Street (hats and caps). 
25 January 1894 Secretary’s report ‘on the present system of contracting for supplying and 
passing accounts for Uniform Clothing &c for employees of the Corporation and suggesting 
certain changes in view of the letting of new contract fro the current year’. These include seeking 
tenders to 31 December each year, use of invoice numbers, and other procedures. 
6 April 1894 Secretary reports that owing to delay in obtaining requisitions ‘from the several 
departmental committees’, the tender for new contract could not be invited before this month. 
[See also reference from Council, 16 July 1894, and detailed consideration of tenders in August] 
16 August 1895 Timothy Twohig, contractor, permitted to sign contract bond ‘having satisfied 
the committee as to the conditions re payment of standard rate of wages’. 
2 August 1898 Newscutting, advertisement for tenders for clothing contract, noting all goods 
‘must be of Irish manufactured materials, and ‘made up in the City of Cork’. ‘Tenders will only 
be received from employers of regular labour, and who pay fair wages’. (p86; see also 23 June 
1902, p196) 
22 December 1898 Inquiry made into staff being offered money in lieu of goods by contractors, 
and staff returning goods unworn to contractors for money. [Draft report, 6 Jan 1899] 
9 December 1902 Contractor’s letter regarding cloaks and shawls for female toll collectors. 
 
Stocktaking Committee 
 
21 January 1890 Return of stock taken, by department (Waterworks, Sanitary, Improvements), 
noting item number, size, description and rate, and value. 
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18 August 1890 Reported, with reference to Order of Council 9 August 1889, that the assistant 
storekeeper and paymaster performed his duties this year in a faithful and efficient manner. 
20 October 1893 Suggestions submitted for concentrating stock, presently scattered in several 
locations, in premises at rere of the municipal buildings. 
1 March 1894 Ordered, that all plant and materials presently in use in the city be brought into the 
yard on 3 March to be inspected and entered on storekeeper’s stock book, items not easily 
removable to be included in a written return. 
22 May 1894 City Engineer’s report regarding the management of the stock of ferrumite by the 
storekeeper. 
10 July 1894 Report by the committee regarding the storekeeper’s discharge of his functions, and 
the transfer of workshops to therere of the Municipal Buildings. Reference is made to the Public 
Works Committee. 
22 August 1895 Recommended that Order of Council of 15 February 1895 confirming transfer of 
Corporation workshops, including Smithy, Fitter’s Shop, and Gas Testing Station, to rere of 
Municipal Buildings, be carreid out as regards Gas Testing Station. 
3 February 1898 Reference from Council regardign Order of Council of 7 January requiring that 
the storekeper retain standard samples of all good required, from those tendering. 
14 November 1901 Application for increase of salary by the storekeeper and paymaster, in  view 
of extra duty of receipt and distribution of uniform clothing and boots, with a recommendation in 
support by the Law and Finance Committee. 
28 February 1905 Vice Chairman and member of committee selected to act on the Clothing 
Committee. 
29 March 1906 Sub Committee appointed to check accuracy of of storekeeper’s return for the 
present quarter. 
20 August 1907 Newscutting, advertisement for appointment of stocktaker. 
 
 
 
Reference: CP/CO/CL/M/002 
Title: Cork Corporation Clothing Committee Minutes 
Dates: 7 July 1903 – 19 October 1909 
Level of Description: item 
Extent/Size pp160 
Scope and Content: 
Volume of minutes. Indexed. 
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Reference: CP/CO/CL/M/003 
Title: Cork Corporation Clothing Committee Minutes  
Dates: 22 October 1909 – 18 July 1917 
Level of Description: item 
Extent/Size pp198 
Scope and Content: 
Volume of minutes. 
Includes: 
3 July 1917 Inserted, Clothing Contract 1917-18, Schedule A, Uniforms, referred to in tender, 
specification, and conditions. Uniform and components priced and broken down by Department. 
Followed by Schedule C, Hats and Caps. 
18 July 1917 Inserted, Schedule B, Overcoats 
 
 
 
Reference: CP/CO/CL/M/004 
Title: Cork Corporation Clothing Committee Minutes 
Dates: 28 August 1917 – 25 July 1929 
Level of Description: item 
Extent/Size pp164 
Scope and Content: 
Volume of minutes. Indexed. From 21 November 1924 to 25 July 1929, meetings are attended by 
the City Commissioner (later City Manager), with the secretary or town clerk usually also in 
attendance. Only two or so meetings a year are held in this period, to approve the clothing 
contract. 
Includes: 
25 July 1929 Inserted, Clothing Contract 1929/30, Schedule D, Uniform Caps, referred to in 
tender, specification, and conditions. Caps and prices broken down by department. (p164) 
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