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Context 
 

Creator 
 
John H. Bennett and Co. 

Archival History/Source of Acquisition 
The transfer of records of John H Bennett & Co, and of Bennett and West family records, 
to Cork City and County Archives occurred through the good offices of Mr Trevor West 
of Ballinacurra, Mr Eamonn McSweeney, General Manager, John H Bennett & Co Ltd, 
and Ms Ursula O’Mahony, Secretary, John H Bennett & Co Ltd. The bulk of the business 
records were transferred in 2004. A further transfer of business records occurred in 2007, 
while the final transfer, containing personal and family records as well as further business 
matter, took place in 2008. All three transfers included records of the Department of 
Agriculture Cereal Station held by the firm, and the initial transfer also contained a small 
amount of personal matter. The records of the business, including Cereal Station records, 
were formerly kept on the company’s premises in Ballinacurra. Personal records and a 
small quantity of business records were maintained by Mr Trevor West, including records 
consulted in preparation for Mr West’s biography/history of John H Bennett and the firm, 
Malting the Barley: John H Bennett, the man and his firm, 200 years of malting barley in 
Ballinacurra (Charleston, 2006). 
 

Administrative / Biographical History 
The malting firm which was to become John H Bennett & Co began business about 1792, 
when the Charleston Maltings was built by John Anderson and John Lapp. By the turn of 
the century the firm was in the control of a group of Cork merchants including Samuel 
McCall, and came to be known as McCall & Co, which is the name that appears on the 
earliest record in the present collection, a financial ledger opened in September 1824 
(B609/3/C/1). In the 1840s, the company came to be owned entirely by John Hallaran, 
upon whose death ownership was transferred to his nephew, William Hallaran Bennett. 
His son, John Hallaran Bennett, came into control of the company in 1885, changing its 
name to John H Bennett & Co, and greatly expanding and improving the business 
throughout his time at the helm, up to his death in 1935. 
 
The early period of the company’s history, prior to 1885, is documented mainly by 
letterbooks (B609/1/B/1-4) and some financial records (B609/3/B/1, B609/3/C/1-2). 
These illustrate the early and important connection between the firm and the Guinness 
Brewery in Dublin. McCall & Co became a commission house for Guinness about 1836, 
a contractual arrangement under which the firm made a specified quantity of malt for the 
Brewery each year, for a fixed commission1. The firm was not permitted to produce malt 
for other customers without Guinness’ authorisation. The contract also gave Guinness 
control over what type of seed barley was supplied to farmers. This arrangement was to 

                                                 
1 Trevor West, Malting the Barley: John H Bennett, the man and his firm, (Charleston 2006), p37 
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remain in place throughout the firm’s existence, providing the basis for all of its 
activities. 
 
The Guinness commission was temporarily withdrawn in 1884, shortly before the death 
of William H Bennett, owing to a combination of a wet harvest and outmoded malting 
practices. John H Bennett faced considerable difficulties, both in getting the commission 
restored, and in establishing his control of the company, his father having died intestate 
and without making him a partner. Fortunately, Bennett managed to deal with the legal 
issues, renaming the firm John H Bennett & Co, while building a good relationship with 
WP Geoghegan, chief barley buyer for Guinness (B609/1/B/4). By the end of the century 
the company was malting three times what it had been in 1885, and Bennett, with 
Guinness assistance, had greatly improved and modernised his malting premises and 
equipment (B609/2/B/5). 
 
In the early twentieth century, Bennett became closely involved in efforts to improve the 
quality of barley and barley breeding in Ireland. In 1901 he attended a meeting with 
officials of Guinness and the Department of Agriculture at which it was agreed to appoint 
an expert to superintend experimental plots and to instruct farmers on more scientific 
methods of production (B609/7/C/1). This led to the creation of an experimental maltings 
at Guinness and a Departmental Cereal Station at Ballinacurra, on lands rented from 
Bennett. Bennett became director of the station, working first with HC Sheringham and 
later with Herbert Hunter, the scientific experts, in arranging and conducting 
experiments, inspections, and lectures. The Station’s first major success came in 1908, 
when Hunter crossed two varieties of barley, Spratt and Archer, to produce the Spratt-
Archer variety, a version of which was to become the first seed barley to be sown 
universally in Ireland. This vindicated Guinness’ decision to finance and support the 
experiments, as in earlier years the superior quality and cheaper price of English barley 
had sorely tried their ‘liberal policy towards Irish Barley’ (B609/1/B/5). Bennett was to 
continue as director of the Cereal Station until his death in 1935, supervising its 
operations and overseeing the distribution of pedigree seed (including oats and wheat as 
well as barley) to farmers (see, e.g., B609/1/A/13, B609/1/A/32, B609/7/A/22, 
B609/7/B/6). John H Bennett & Co continued to have strong links with the Station in 
later years, providing it with land and accommodation, and playing a role in the 
distribution of seed. Guinness’ ongoing involvement meant that there was much reference 
to the Cereal Station’s activities in correspondence between the firm and the brewery. 
 
The improvements in barley quality led to greater consistency in the malt produced at 
Ballinacurra. The firm, however, had to contend with unique and difficult conditions on 
its home market. Unlike Guinness commission houses elsewhere in Ireland, John H 
Bennett & Co had to compete against two Cork-based breweries, Beamish & Crawford 
and Jas J Murphy & Co, as well as numerous distillers and millers, including Hallinan’s 
distillery in nearby Midleton (B609/1/A/17). Bennett often had to plead with Guinness to 
allow him to offer higher prices to meet those offered by his rivals, and often complained 
of the ‘opening price’ system, whereby barley buyers agreed an opening price for the 
season, generally thought by Bennett to be too high and under the control of Beamish & 
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Crawford (B609/1/B/5). The firm, as a result, was often reliant on Guinness’ assistance in 
obtaining supplies from elsewhere in Ireland, and abroad (e.g., B609/9/A/36). 
 
During the Great War and in subsequent years the firm also had to deal with increased 
wage demands from workers and the threat of industrial action (B609/5/A/4). Despite his 
generally unyielding stance, however, Bennett managed to avoid an all-out strike until 
December 1928. Even then, he and his staff, with the assistance of volunteers from the 
Royal Munster Yacht Club, managed to dry the crop, Bennett refusing to discuss terms 
with his workers until this work was completed. In his diary he noted ‘Thank God this 
trouble is over the only strike that has occurred here in living memory or for many years 
probably 100’ (B609/9/A/48).  From 1919 to 1922, Bennett also had to contend with the 
danger to his firm, and to him and his family, arising from the War of Independence and 
the Civil War. In October 1921 he ‘gave a gratuity to Volunteers for protection of 
property and preservation of order’ (B609/9/A/41). The firm emerged from this period 
relatively unscathed, and continued to prosper in the years up to Bennett’s death, 
although he foresaw adverse consequences in Guinness’ decision to open a new brewery 
at Park Royal in London (opened in 1936; B609/9/A/59).  
 
Following the death of his only son, Jack, in the Great War in 1915, Bennett was much 
concerned with finding a partner for the firm and possible successor (see, e.g., 
B609/9/A/50). None of the candidates worked out however, and while Bennett did not 
appoint a successor before his death, he had changed the firm into a company limited by 
shares in 1928, with his second wife Esther Bennett, her daughter Dorothy McNeill, and 
his daughter from his first marriage Gwendoline Bennett all made shareholders 
(B609/4/A/1). Gradually, Dorothy McNeill, Bennett’s stepdaughter, who had started as 
his secretary in 1928, came to take control over the company, initially in close 
collaboration with her mother (B609/4/C/1). This transition occurred at a difficult time, 
with the quantity of barley grown locally in Cork in sharp decline, making the firm 
increasingly reliant on good relations with Guinness (B609/2/D/1). Fortunately, as her 
stepfather had done, Dorothy McNeill quickly forged good relationships with important 
figures at the brewery (B609/9/E/1-2). Another advantage was that both grain prices and 
maltsters’ wages were both now agreed nationally, removing the volatility of previous 
years (B609/1/A/37, B609/4/F/12).  
 
Mrs West maintained the strong relationship between the firm and Guinness, as well as 
its close involvement with the Cereal Station. In 1939, the firm began malting for the 
brewery at Park Royal (B609/1/A/21, B609/9/E/4). Throughout the war years she had to 
contend with emergency powers provisions affecting imports of coal (for drying barley) 
and exports of malt (B609/1/A/23-27), as well the effects of a ‘black market’ for barley in 
parts of Cork (B609/1/A/26; B609/9/E/6). Further successes by the Cereal Station in the 
1950s in developing important new varieties of barley required close cooperation 
between the firm, Guinness, and the Station in the distribution of pedigree seed 
(B609/1/A/35, B609/7/A/22). 
 
In 1951 a further reorganisation of the company occurred, with Guinness becoming the 
majority shareholder, and with a board of directors and a management committee created, 
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Mrs Bennett and Dorothy McNeill (now Mrs West) sitting on both (B609/4/A/2, 
B609/4/C/2-3). Much modernisation of equipment occurred, and the presence of leading 
Guinness figures on the Board and Management Committee seemed likely to ensure a 
bright future for the firm. By the 1960s, however, agricultural technology was developing 
rapidly, and Guinness was reviewing the operations of its commission houses and the 
efficiency of the floor malting process (B609/4/C/31). It was decided to concentrate 
malting in three centres, based on processing capacity. Bennett’s was to continue to buy, 
dry and store barley, but malting was to occur elsewhere (B609/9/F/3). Dorothy West 
retired in 1969, ending the Bennett interest in the firm, and the long history of malting in 
Ballinacurra seemed about to end with it (B609/9/F/4). 
 
In fact, the firm continued to malt barley, while also operating as a buying and storage 
depot for Guinness. Irish Malt Exports had been created in 1957, to handle the export sale 
of malt produced by Guinness commission houses (B609/4/F/1). From 1973, firms 
supplied malt to a new plant in Athy, and this became the principal outlet for Ballinacurra 
malt until 1981 (B609/4/F/7). Subsequently malt was supplied to major malting concerns 
in Ireland. In 1996, the management bought out the firm from Guinness2. In 2003, the 
Cereal Station at Ballinacurra closed, and in 2006 the firm finally dried its last harvest of 
barley (B609/7/C/12, B609/2/D/3-4). 
 
The collection amply documents this history of over 200 years of malting at Ballinacurra, 
as well as over 100 years of work at the Cereal Station. Letterbooks, barley buying books, 
harvest records, accounts, management reports and correspondence, premises control 
documents, and employer and employee records cover the period from 1824 to 2006, and 
are particularly strong for the period from 1885 to 1969, when the ‘Bennett interest’ in 
the firm was strongest. In addition to these business records, however, the collection also 
contains personal records, particularly of John H Bennett and of his stepdaughter, 
Dorothy West, and of their families, which supplement these records and provide insights 
into the personal, social, and sporting lives of members of this prominent east Cork 
family, which are of great interest to social and local historians. 
 
John H Bennett kept a diary from 1881, when aged 18, up to a few months before his 
death in 1935 (B609/9/A). These provide a fascinating insight into his personality, and 
into his astonishing range of sporting interests and social and political involvements. 
Bennett played rugby football, a sport then in its infancy in Ireland, as well as cricket and 
tennis. He was also an early enthusiast for cycling, carefully recording distances 
travelled, times achieved, and falls endured. He also skated and fished. His lifelong 
passions, however, were shooting and sailing. His shooting log records the formidable 
number of birds shot throughout his life, and his friendships with fellow shooters 
(B609/9/A/57). He achieved great success as a sailor, most notably at the Clyde 
Fortnight, which he attended annually. He became commodore of the Royal Munster 
Yacht Club in 1925, and vice admiral of the Royal Cork Yacht Club in 1928 
(B609/9/A/43 & 48). His affection for his boats, especially the cutter Verve, comes 
through strongly from his writings (e.g., B609/9/A/52). 
 
                                                 
2 Malting the Barley, p147 
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Bennett’s diaries and letters also document the lives of his family. Early diaries discreetly 
record his closeness to his father and sisters, and his developing relationship with Brida 
Williams, his sister’s companion, who became his first wife in 1887. They had two 
children, Jack and Gwen, regarding whom a small number of records survive (B609/9/C). 
After school in England, Jack had begun his training as a maltster and seemed set to join 
and succeed his father in the business. Tragically, however, Jack was killed on 13 
October 1915, in action with the Royal Munster Fusiliers. Bennett was deeply moved by 
the loss, recalling it for the remainder of his life on Jack’s birthday and anniversary. He 
was to suffer further loss when Brida, heartbroken by Jack’s death, died on 10 April 
1916. Happiness was to return, however, following his remarriage in June 1918 to Esther 
McNeill, a widow (B609/9/A/35-37). While his daughter Gwen settled in England, he 
came to form a very high opinion of his stepdaughter Dorothy, writing in 1925 that she is 
‘a wonderful young woman’ with ‘views of life both Oxonian and National – It is 
inspiring to listen to her conversation’ (B609/9/A/45). 
 
John H Bennett was also actively involved in public and religious life in east Cork. He 
served on the Board of Guardians and the Grand Jury, and was a justice of the peace. He 
also served as a governor of Midleton College. He was a member of the vestry for 
Midleton parish, and also sat on the diocesan board of education. A member of the 
Church of Ireland, and politically Unionist in outlook, his observations on the great 
political developments of his lifetime are of much interest. In 1899 he records his concern 
at Boer successes against the British army, while in 1916 he welcomes the imposition of 
martial law following the Easter rising. He was greatly saddened and angered at the death 
of friends during the War of Independence, and at the emigration of others, often 
following the destruction of property. He became a supporter of the Cumann na Gaedheal 
party, but in early 1932 he noticed the lack of canvassing on behalf of the party which 
was to lead to its loss of power in that year’s election (B609/9/A/52). A tone of resigned 
acceptance at these great political changes is evident in later diaries, no doubt much 
influenced by his personal losses in the 1910s and 1920s. 
 
Bennett’s diaries also contain much comment on his business, and in many ways 
supplement the information found in the firm’s formal records. Similarly, company letter 
books, especially for the nineteenth century, contain many personal letters, often relating 
to estate and legal matters. There is much reference in diaries and letters to tenants on his 
estate at Corbally, near Fermoy, the sale of which to his tenants under the Ashbourne Act 
was completed in 1906 (B609/1/B/4-5; B609/9/A/26). Bennett was also a prominent 
landlord in and around Ballinacurra. He sought to provide labourers’ cottages in the 
village, offering both to build them and to supply land to the County Council at different 
times (B609/1/B/5; B609/9/A/20, 27). He also gave financial assistance to the 
Ballinacurra Workmen’s Club, most of whose members were his employees, and the 
dairy at his farm supplied milk and butter for the village (B609/5/E/2, B609/3/C/18-19, 
B609/6/D/6). The esteem in which Bennett was held by his employees and tenants is 
shown in their participation in his funeral in 1935, as described by Dorothy McNeill 
(B609/9/B/6). 
 



B609/ 

All Rights Reserved © Cork City and County Archives 2008 11

Bennett’s ‘patriarchal’ view of his responsibilities as head of the main industry in 
Ballinacurra is reflected in the manner in which personal and social concerns may be 
traced in business records, and, conversely, business interests in his personal diaries and 
letters. His creation of a weather station at Ballinacurra, and his diligent reporting of 
readings to the meteorological services, is a further example of the convergence of his 
personal, scientific, and business interests (B609/2/B). 
 
Dorothy McNeill commenced to keep a diary in 1936, apparently in continuation of those 
kept by her stepfather. Again, they provide much information on her involvements in 
local society, her social interactions with Guinness officers, Cereal Station Officers, and 
old friends of her mother and Mr Bennett. After her marriage in 1937, to Timothy West, 
principal of Midleton College, her diaries contain less personal information, although 
those for the war years, for instance, provide an insight into the effects of the 
‘Emergency’ on the ground for a business such as Bennett’s. Her diaries end in 1951, and 
there are few personal items in the collection beyond this date. Letters regarding 
McNeill’s involvement in the Church of Ireland youth movement, however, shed light on 
the state of that Church locally and nationally at that time (B609/9/F/1). 
 
A small number of other personal items, not in any way related to the business, occur in 
the collection, and have been placed at the end of it. These include a diary of Edward 
Hallaran Bennett, uncle of John H Bennett and professor of Surgery at Trinity College 
Dublin. Also present are a number of personal letters by various Bennett and Hallaran 
antecedents from throughout the nineteenth century. 
 
Taken all together, the present collection is of immense research interest, containing 
much valuable raw material for economic, scientific, social, and local historians. It charts 
the activities of one of the most prominent firms in county Cork over a period of almost 
200 years. It contains information on tillage farming and on barley growers in east Cork, 
with the names of growers especially well documented since 1951 (B609/2/A). There are 
also many records of employees, including malt house men and farm workers. It records 
the work of the Cereal Station at Ballinacurra, and the close interrelation between the 
firm, Guinness, and the Department of Agriculture in its successful operation. The 
management of Bennett’s farms and of his estate and premises is also well documented. 
A different perspective on all of this activity is provided by the personal records, which 
also provide social, sporting, and cultural information on a period covering from before 
the Famine to after the Second World War. The collection is a worthy monument to the 
immense contribution of the firm of John H Bennett & Co, and of Bennett and West 
family members and antecedents, to the history of county Cork, and to the history of 
malting in Ireland. 
 
Content & Structure 
 

Scope and Content 
The Bennett’s of Ballinacurra collection is comprised primarily of the records of John H 
Bennett & Co Ltd, a malting firm which for most of its existence acted as a commission 
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house making malt for the brewing firm of Arthur Guinness and Son. Also present in the 
collection are many records of the involvement of the firm, and in particular of John H 
Bennett, in the creation and operation of the Department of Agriculture Cereal Station at 
Ballinacurra. In addition, the collection contains personal and estate records of John H 
Bennett and his family, and of the West family, which came to represent the Bennett 
interest in the firm. The close interrelation between business, agricultural and scientific, 
and family records has greatly influenced the arrangement of the collection, and has led 
to the decision not to attempt to separate Cereal Station and family records from the 
business records. 
 
The first section, B609/1, consists of correspondence series, that is, sets of letters to and 
from the company filed as correspondence. This includes the ‘General Letters’ series, 
which contains letters and letterbooks from 1824 up to 1989. The earliest items in this 
series include letters to Guinness and to the Department of Agriculture, for the years 
before distinct series for correspondence with these bodies were created. Owing to the 
close relationship between the firm and Guinness, items relating to that firm occur 
throughout the collection. Correspondence with the malt department of Guinness, 
however, seems always to have been filed separately, so that series is placed in this 
correspondence section. As Department of Agriculture correspondence generally relates 
to the Cereal Station, that series has been placed in section B609/7, which relates to the 
station. Other correspondence present is of a general nature (B609/1/C-E). Despite the 
similarity of the letters contained, it was thought best to leave them in the series in which 
they were filed by the firm. There is much overlap between these later correspondence 
series and the ‘General Letters’ series (B609/1/B), so they have been placed directly after 
it, with Guinness correspondence placed at the start of the section (B609/1/A), reflecting 
its greater coherence as a series. 
 
Correspondence is followed by B609/2, which relates to the harvesting, drying and 
storing of barley and the manufacture of malt, as well as buying and selling of barley, 
arrangements with growers, and related weather reports and other records. These are 
records of the core activity of the firm as a malting concern. 
 
B609/3 contains financial records, including cash books, journals, and ledgers, as well as 
bank statements and receipts. Share, taxation, and rates records have also been placed in 
this section. Present are cash books for the period from 1898 to 1971, and ledgers from 
1867 on, as well as a ledger for 1824-1827. Printouts for more recent years are also 
present. There is some overlap between these records and barley sale and purchase 
records in the previous section, and many volumes refer to farm and estate accounts and 
charges, and private accounts, as well as business costs. 
 
Company management is documented in section B609/4, which includes articles of 
association, Directors’ and Management Committee minutes, and management and 
company secretary correspondence. Audited statements of account are also placed here, 
as it was felt their function as management records was more significant than their 
financial function. Records of the firm’s involvement in other companies and 
organisations, such as Irish Malt Exports, are also placed here. It should be noted that the 
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management of the company for much of the period up to 1951, when the Board and 
Management Committee were first created, is documented in correspondence, mainly 
B609/1/A & B. 
 
Management records are followed by records of employees, section B609/5 covering 
farm employees as well as workers for the firm. Records include workers’ agreements, 
records of service, union correspondence, wages and salaries information, and other items 
such as an account book of the Ballinacurra Workmen’s Club, 1912-26 (B609/5/E/2). 
Wages books cover most of the years from 1868 to 2000. Some of the firm’s longest 
serving employees are recorded as receiving assistance from Mr Bennett’s Workmen’s 
Trust Fund (B609/5/E/1). 
 
Section B609/6 covers the management of the physical property and premises of the firm, 
owned by the Bennett family, and of the farm. As noted, farm records occur elsewhere in 
the collection (for instance, farm accounts occur in financial ledgers). B609/6/D consists 
of records relating solely to the farm. These include correspondence with the Department 
of Agriculture regarding livestock and non-cereal crops, although there is some overlap 
between these letters and those in B609/7/A. This section also includes inventory, 
valuation, and insurance records (B609/6/A), architectural drawings of premises and 
fittings (B609/6/B), and some legal correspondence regarding property matters 
(B609/6/C). 
 
Records relating to the Cereal Station, as noted, occur throughout the collection, and 
B609/7 is given over only to records specifically relating to the Station and its work. A 
distinction is made between letters from the firm to the Department of Agriculture, and 
letters received from the Department, which were filed in a ‘Letters Received’ series 
containing letters from other sources (B609/7/A & B). Records of a more purely 
scientific nature also seem to have been filed separately, and are given their own sub-
section here (B609/7/D). Administrative records are placed in sub-section B609/7/C. 
 
B609/8 consists of photographs and images of company premises, officers, and staff. 
This section contains all photographs not specifically identifiable as personal records. 
They include many images of Ballinacurra and the firm’s malt houses, portraits of John H 
Bennett and pictures of Dorothy West, and group photographs of management and 
employees, and of malt house men. 
 
The final section, B609/9, is comprised of personal records, although, as has been 
stressed throughout, simple distinctions between personal and business realms may not 
always be made. The diaries of John H Bennett and Dorothy West contain much 
additional and supplemental information on the business, as well as recording their 
familial, social, sporting, and cultural activities. The records of John H Bennett’s children 
and of Bennett antecedents provide family context and colour (B609/9/C), while the few 
distinct records present of Esther Bennett, second wife of John H Bennett and mother of 
Dorothy McNeill, serve to underline her important role in the business, and her friendly 
relations with leading Guinness officers (B609/9/D). This richly-documented personal 
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element provides a dimension to the Bennett’s of Ballinacurra collection often lacking 
from business collections, and greatly expands its research value and interest. 
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Note on Abbreviations 
 
 
 

The following abbreviations are used throughout this descriptive list for commonly 
recurring corporate names: 
 
 

AGS:  Arthur Guinness & Sons, Brewers, St James’s Gate, Dublin 
 

DoA:  Department of Agriculture 
 

DATI:  Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction. The name of  
   the above Department from its creation in 1899 up to 1922. 

 
IFA:  Irish Farmers’ Association. Representative body for Irish farmers. 
 
IMA:  Irish Maltsters’ Association. Representative body for the malting  

   industry, one function of which was to negotiate wage rates on  
   behalf of the malting firms. 

 
IME:  Irish Malt Exports Limited. A company set up to manage the  

   overseas sales of malt produced by Guinness commission houses. 
 
IMP:  Irish Malt Products Limited. A similar company, based at the same 

   address, which purchased barley for sale to other companies. 
 
 ITGWU: Irish Transport and General Workers’ Union. Trade union which  
   came to represent most industrial workers of John H Bennett and  
   Co, and which negotiated wages on behalf of malting workers  
   nationally. 
 
 JHB:  John H Bennett and Company 
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B609/1  CORRESPONDENCE 
 
 
 
  Business correspondence relating to the running of the malting firm of  
  John H Bennett and Company, including correspondence with Arthur  
  Guinness & Son, Brewers, for which the firm was a commission house for 
most of its existence, and with customers, suppliers, scientific laboratories, and other 
correspondence filed as such. B609/1/A provides the fullest continuous record of the 
relationship between JHB and AGS, covering 1901 to 1990.  General correspondence 
also includes AGS letters, especially letterbooks for the years 1826-29, 1851-1901 
(B609/1/B). These letterbooks also contain some personal and estate letters, and Cereal 
Station-related correspondence. 
 
Some series of correspondence have been placed in other sections to which they relate 
specifically; e.g., Department of Agriculture (B609/6/D, 7/A-B) and Management 
Committee correspondence (B609/4/C). Owing to the close involvement of AGS in the 
Department’s experimental work, and its representation on the Management Committee 
of JHB, many AGS letters also occur in these sub-sections. 
 
The correspondence series filed in the present section frequently touch on aspects of JHB 
and Cereal Station operations documented elsewhere in the collection. For example, there 
are many letters documenting scientific work and dealings with DoA, which augment the 
record as presented in Section 7 below. In order to preserve records, as far as possible, in 
the context in which they were originally filed, ‘mixed’ and ‘general’ files and series 
have been left intact and placed in the present section. Researchers are advised, however, 
that an aspect of the business covered elsewhere in the collection may also be partly 
documented here. 
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B609/1/A Correspondence with Arthur Guinness & Sons (AGS), 1901-1990 
 
 
 
  Correspondence with Arthur Guinness & Sons, Brewers, St James’s Gate  
  Dublin, for which JHB acted as a Commission Malt House, preparing malt 
  barley under contract as per AGS instructions. Correspondence was 
generally with the Malt Department, with AGS letters usually signed by the Brewer-in-
charge. The letters relate to a variety of topics, but the preparation and supply of malting 
barley is the main subject. AGS was closely involved in all aspects of the malting 
process, from advising on planting and growing, kiln-drying, analysis and steeping, 
monitoring of experiments, arranging transport, and issuing annual instructions to 
commission maltsters. AGS’s participation in the Board and Management Committee of 
JHB is documented in section B609/4 below. B609/1/A documents the general 
correspondence between the two companies, beginning with letters from AGS to JHB 
(B609/1/A/1-59). Letters from JHB to AGS follow (B609/1/A/60-107). Points of interest 
from the letters are included in descriptions to give a flavour of their content and of the 
relationship between the two companies. As the letters from JHB to AGS cover the same 
years and relate to the same topics, the same level of description is not generally applied. 
 
 
 
B609/1/A/1 Letters from AGS, 1901-32. File consisting mainly of letters from AGS to  
  JHB, with copies of some replies and reports also present. The file also  
  contains a small number of personal letters to John H Bennett from AGS 
officers. For example, in a letter of 28 August 1926, FC Ryder thanks Bennett for his 
present and congratulations on the occasion of the former’s marriage. Items sent by JHB 
to AGS include a Statement of Wages for 1919-20 and 1920-21, a report on Charleston 
Maltings Barley Supply for 1913, a return showing coal burnt in the years 1907-11, and a 
report on the 3 day system of malting, adopted in February 1913. Also present are typed 
replies of John H Bennett to questions raised by AGS directors at an interview on 30 
August 1906. The letters from AGS to JHB which form the bulk of the file mainly relate 
to malting operations, with subjects including barley prices and buying, and coal 
purchases. A number of letters relating to clerkships at AGS are also present (e.g., 8 
October 1931). The earliest item present is a copy of an AGS insurance policy covering 
Commission Malt Houses (1901). 
Most of the letters from AGS are similar in nature to those occurring on other files in this 
section, and might have been integrated with them. Owing, however, to the presence of 
some replies, reports, and personal items, it was decided to leave the present file intact. 
See also files B609/1/A/2-15. 
 
 
B609/1/A/2 AGS Letters and Instructions, 1902-16. Includes ‘Instructions to   
  Commission Maltsters’ for each season, and correspondence on planting,  
  growing, preparation, and supply of malting barley. There are many letters 
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from 1902 to 1907, but the period 1908 to 1916 is mainly represented by instructions and 
reports. 
 
 
B609/1/A/3 Letters from AGS, 1919-20. Letters from the Brewer-in-charge, Malt  
  Department, AGS, with related reports. Includes a report (25 July 1919)  
  on the increased difficulty in obtaining local supplies of barley owing to 
competition from other growers and dealers. Letters also refer to supplies of barley for 
malting from Ferns and other parts of Wexford. A letter of 10 March 1920 thanks Bennett 
for sending on DATI reports on experimental plots. AW Mullen, Brewer, states ‘I hope 
you will succeed in getting another plot [on the experimental farm] near Birr, and I also 
think that it would be a good thing to have a plot in the New Ross district’. Mullen also 
notes the prevailing ‘excellent conditions’ for sowing barley, but adds ‘I suppose as usual 
the Irish farmer will not take advantage of the opportunity and very little barley will be 
sown before St Patrick’s Day’. 
 
 
B609/1/A/4 Letters from AGS, 1921. Includes a letter (7 January 1921) requesting  
  information on the cost of kiln-drying ‘in this exceptionally wet year’. A  
  letter of 30 August covers a circular entitled ‘Conditions attaching to the 
sale of Spratt-Archer barley and re-purchasing of the produce for seed purposes’. JHB is 
referred to in a letter (19 September) as one of a number of AGS ‘Commission Houses’. 
Another letter (21 April 1921) requests that JHB stop malting this season, and adds that 
the Board of AGS are ‘bearing in mind a shorter season will entail smaller profits, and 
will give this matter favourable consideration’. 
 
 
B609/1/A/5 Letters from AGS, 1922. Includes a letter (24 May 1922) regarding the  
  lack of screening of barley, with a note stating ‘new screen beds were put  
  in as a result of this letter’. 
 
 
B609/1/A/6 Letters from AGS, 1923. Includes ‘Notes for Commission Maltsters (8  
  September 1923). Also contains many letters regarding malting coal. 
 
 
B609/1/A/7 Letters from AGS, 1924. Includes a letter (18 November 1924) approving  
  acceptance of an offer for sale of barley by Mr Latchford, Tralee, with the  
  comment that while the price seems ‘a very stiff figure…the Board, I 
think, like to take a little barley from Tralee’. A letter of 24 October gives the estimate 
that JHB will require 30,600 barrels of raw barley to manufacture the 28,500 barrels of 
malt allotted to them this season. A letter of 30 September discusses the problem of smut 
inheritance in barley. The file also includes a charter party for the ship Brooklands, of 
Grimsby, to convey 106 tonnes of barley from Ballinacurra to AGS in Dublin. 
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B609/1/A/8 Letters from AGS, 1925. Includes a letter (11 December 1925) forwarding 
  a blank form of agreement for sales of barley to AGS by farmers/growers.  
  Also present is a detailed letter of 24 November regarding malting results. 
A letter of 11 November concerns ‘a most remarkable case’ of mutation in oats. Attached 
to a letter of 20 October is a list of farmers ‘who having sold barley in 1925 failed to 
deliver any with records of their transactions in 1924 and 1923’. Several letters from July 
refer to damage to malting coal transported on the ship, the Gaelic. 
 
 
B609/1/A/9 Letters from AGS, January 1926 to December 1926. Letters from   
  December 1926 discuss malting results in detail. A copy of a screen test  
  result for Charleston Malting House is also present (10 November). Many 
letters from September relate to seed barley. A letter of 9 August explains the meaning of 
the word ‘puck’ in relation to grain stocks. In a letter of 13 April, Brewer-in-charge A 
Jackson states ‘there has, as you know, been a great deal of talk about Sugar Beet 
recently. I suppose there is none being grown in your district. If there is, I should like to 
know about it’. Many letters from February and March relate to the use of chartered 
steamer ships. A letter of 11 February includes a note of ‘Rate of wage paid in the South 
of Ireland 1870-1925 inclusive’. 
 
 
B609/1/A/10 Letters from AGS, 1927. A letter of 15 November 1927 includes   
  “Brewers’ Valuation of barleys produced on the ‘Large Scale Variety  
  Experiments’, 1917”. A letter of 10 October thanks Bennett for his 
expression of sympathy on the death of AGS chairman, the earl of Iveagh. The file 
contains several letters relating to a road census of growing crops (e.g., 24 August). 
 
 
B609/1/A/11 Letters from AGS, 1 January 1928 to 31 December 1928. Attached to the  
  file is a tabular report of ‘Particulars of Malting Barley Purchases Season  
  1928/38’ [refers only to 1928]. Letters of 7 and 8 December relate to a 
strike by JHB staff [see B609/9/A/48). Among November letters is a typescript 
‘Summarised report on inspections of Spratt-Archer barley, 1928’. Several letters from 
October are concerned with the barley market; that is, the buying of barley on the open 
market, not simply from customers/suppliers. In a letter of 7 August the brewer-in-charge 
notes he has been told by a government representative that the area of tillage had ceased 
to decrease in Ireland. A letter of 28 June includes a report on small-scale estimation of 
yield. A form letter of 23 October is an example of the type of letter which accompanies 
AGS cheques. Also present in this file is a post card with a Free State half-penny stamp 
(November). 
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B609/1/A/12 Letters from AGS, 1 January 1929 to 1 September 1929. A letter of 28  
  May presents results obtained in experimental maltings from barley  
  representative of that received by JHB from AGS. A letter of 1 May from 
A Jackson, brewer-in-charge, is directed to Miss NcNeill, regarding her malt analyses at 
JHB. A letter of 23 March estimates the quantity of barley required by JHB to complete 
its steepings for this season. A letter of 7 March refers to Spratt-Archer 37/6 as ‘the 
standard variety recommended by the Department of Agriculture for cultivation in 
Ireland’. A letter of 4 March concerns supply of barley to JHB by Mr Roche of 
Enniscorthy [who operates an AGS commission house there]. 
 
 
B609/1/A/13 Letters from AGS, 1 September 1929 to 31 August 1930. A letter of 25  
  July 1930 regarding the road census of crops states ‘a further heavy  
  decrease of barley acreage in your area is rather a blow’. A letter of 22 
May concerns purchase of Pontyberem coal for JHB, as preferred by that company, 
despite its costing 12s 6d a tonne more than scotch coal. In a letter of 14 April, A Jackson 
promises to ask about spare barley from the Wexford houses, but adds ‘the Cork farmers 
did not do so well by us last season, so there is really no reason we should go to much 
trouble on their behalf’. A letter of 31 March encloses a report on malting in bags at 
JHB’s Charleston malting house. A letter of 7 February approves the sending of a small 
quantity of seed as requested by the Yorkshire Council for Agricultural Education. A 
letter of 30 January concerns the distinction between the seed barley which Mr Bennett 
holds ‘in your capacity as a commission maltster and what you hold as an official of the 
Department of Agriculture’ [Bennett operated the Cereal Station at Ballinacurra as an 
official of the Department]. A letter of 25 January includes experimental maltings results 
obtained from Thurles and Rathdowney barleys, and also gives Birr and Cork results. A 
form of 8 January notes barrels received and delivered by JHB for the 1929-30 season, 
for audit purposes. A letter of 20 December 1929 relates to a visit to the Guinness 
laboratory by Miss McNeill ‘to perfect herself in malt analysis’. A letter of 14 November 
discusses reduction of smut infection; a recurring subject. Treatment of barley with the 
product ‘Abavit’ is one approach used. 
 
 
B609/1/A/14 Letters from AGS, 1 September 1930 to 31 August 1931. A letter of 30  
  July 1931 concerns the annual visit to Ballinacurra by AGS Malt   
  Department officials, as part of their annual Barley Tour [a recurring 
subject]. Present is a report [May 1931] entitled ‘Seed barley owned by Messrs Guinness, 
nominally controlled by the Department at Charleston Maltings’. A letter of 19 March is 
accompanied by a report of ‘Rainfall, mean temperature, and hours of bright sunshine at 
Ballinacurra, Co Cork. August 1930 to February 1931’. A letter of 5 March encloses a 
draft of a letter to be sent to two farmers outlining the scheme for distribution of pedigree 
barley. A letter of 6 February concerns the possibility of supplying barley to a maltster in 
Northern Ireland; that is, outside the Free State. A January 1931 letter concerns treatment 
of seed barley at Charleston with ‘Abavit’, to reduce smut. A letter of 5 November 1930 
relates to the writing off of some barrels owing to defaulting by some farmers [on their 
contracts with JHB]. A letter of 27 October contains a copy of a label for barley samples 
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[to be sent from JHB to AGS for analysis and classification]. Among letters for October 
is a report on seed barley deliveries. In a letter of 20 September, A Jackson gives his 
views on a possible change in policy on the pricing of seed barley. A letter of 19 
September includes a report on results of nitrogen experiments. 
 
 
B609/1/A/15 Letters from AGS, 1 September 1931 to 31 August 1932. A letter of 4  
  May 1932 has a card attached signed by GS Philpotts (AGS Malt Dept)  
  giving results of kiln-drying in JHB malt houses Nos I, II, and III. Among 
the letters for March is a report on malt deliveries in relation to steepings for Charleston 
Maltings. A letter of 17 December 1931 refers to preservation of pure lines of barley to 
prevent spontaneous variation, or ‘changelings’. A letter of 25 September refers to 
successful smut tests on samples and adds ‘I think we may congratulate ourselves on the 
results so far this season’. A letter of 21 September concerns correcting a perceived ‘most 
dreadful mistake’ in adopting a new method of sampling. Samples to date will have to be 
rejected, and new ones taken. 
 
 
B609/1/A/16 Letters from AGS, 1 September 1932 to 31 August 1933. A letter of 19  
  August 1933 concerns buying of barley on the market at once ‘in view of  
  the earliness of the season’. A letter of 28 August compares average yield 
per acre at Charleston, Castlebridge, and Enniscorthy, as part of an experiment. In a letter 
of 17 June 1933, GS Philpotts asks about yields and whether, in Mr Bennett’s view, 
farmers over- or under-estimate it: ‘the former in order to show how badly off they are 
and the latter to show that anyhow they are the best farmers in their district’. In a letter of 
28 May, A Jackson mentions that his official connection with the Malt Dept has ceased. 
In a letter of 7 April Mr Philpotts enquires about barley bought by millers in Cork and 
Kerry. In a letter of 14 March, he suggests use of the new scotch coal ‘Rankinston’ rather 
than the more expensive Pontyberem preferred by Mr Bennett, as malting coal. A letter of 
23 February forwards a copy of the Illustrated History of the Brewery. Several February 
letters relate to seed barley and smut tests. A letter of 24 January concerns the definition 
of ‘tailings’ (‘very small grains, small seeds, dust and other extraneous matter’) and 
whether they should be included in official figures. A table [December 1932] for 
Charleston Maltings gives comparative temperature readings for kiln-drying of barley, 
1932-33. A letter of 17 November includes a list of valuations of plot barley. A letter of 
25 October concerns sending of 6/7000 barrels of Louth barley to JHB by sea. A table 
dated 29 September gives farmers’ names and addresses, with yields of barley grown for 
seed, 1932. 
 
 
B609/1/A/17 Letters from AGS, 1 September 1933 to 31 August 1934. In an ms letter  
  dated 15 August 1934, WS Gossett, Malt Dept, writes to Miss McNeill  
  regarding the forthcoming visit by Dr Neyman to see field experiments in 
Ireland. He refers to the recovery from injury of Mr McMullen and Mr Jackson, as well 
as himself, noting ‘how extremely inconvenient it has been to have all three of us out of 
the Brewery altogether’. [Mr Jackson lost a leg in a road accident- see letter dated 19 
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April 1934]. A letter of 7 April discusses the theory of vernalisation of winter wheats 
sown in spring. A letter of 26 January 1934 informs Bennett he is permitted to supply 
Class A seed barley to E. Smitwick & Sons, Brewers, Kilkenny. Also present is a report 
of seed barley costs at Charleston Maltings, 1933/34 (January 1934). A letter of 31 
December 1933 concerns experiments on leaf stripe disease. A letter of 13 December 
states that in future the product ‘Agrosan’ is to be used in place of ‘Abavit’ in treating 
seed barley. In a letter of 18 September, GS Philpotts states ‘I’m afraid that it looks as if 
you will get hardly any barley in your district at all this year. Of course the competition 
of the millers added to that of the brewers and distillers is much too great’. A letter of 4 
September refers to testing and passing of commercial seed under the scheme of 
distribution of the Irish Maltsters [Association]. 
 
 
B609/1/A/18 Letters from AGS, 1 September 1934 to 31 August 1935. Many of the  
  letters in this file are directed to Miss McNeill. A letter of 18 June 1935  
  relates to the 40% decrease in sales of seed barley this year: ‘the total is 
the lowest for very many years’. A letter of 21 January sets forth the AGS view on the 
sale of seed barley to interests other than farmers; in general, they are against it, and feel 
such seed should be obtained from the [Department of Agriculture] Cereal Station. Other 
letters in this month concern whether JHB should register itself as a dealer in oats and an 
importer of malting coal for licensing purposes. A letter of 12 December 1934 enquires 
after Mr Bennett’s health. A letter of 6 November concerns testing of barley from 
Denmark, and the supply of pedigree seed to Messrs Christensen there. In a letter of 5 
October some barley of high moisture is requested for an experiment and it is noted ‘we 
gather that you expect supplies that you get locally in future will be at a high moisture’. A 
letter of 27 September informs Mr Bennett of the death of Mr Peake, formerly of the Malt 
Department. A letter of 19 September refers to weekly barley reports, stating the weather 
and percentage of barley still in field [these reports sought regularly at harvest time; see 
B609/2/C below]. 
 
 
B609/1/A/19 Letters from AGS, 1 September 1935 to 31 August 1936. Present is a  
  letter from JHB to AGS, signed by D Trevor McNeill, Director. On the  
  letterhead, Mr John H Bennett’s name has been crossed out as a director 
[deceased]. Mrs E.F. Bennett is the other named director. In a letter of 22 July, C 
Buttanshaw of the Malt Dept comments on the slight increase in barley in the 
Ballinacurra area, and notes ‘wheat goes from strength to strength: is there going to be a 
4th year of perfect conditions for it, I wonder?’. Among June letters are seed barley 
figures 1935/36 for Charleston Maltings. In a letter of 11 March, Buttanshaw explains 
‘the modus operandi in regard to smut tests’. Present is a copy of a letter from 
Buttanshaw to Dr Hunter, School of Agriculture, Cambridge, explaining that the 
Department of Agriculture is unwilling to allow any pedigree seed to go out of the 
country. A letter of 29 February seeks clarification of the genealogy of seed barley 
distributed by JHB. A letter of 12 February relates to damage to a JHB malthouse owing 
to inclement weather. A letter of 14 December 1935 concerns sending of barrels of malt 
to the new AGS brewery at Park Royal, London. A letter of 11 November relates to 
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supply of seed barley to F & G Smith, Norfolk. A letter of 19 September concerns held-
over barley. It refers to when Mr John H. Bennett became director of the State-owned 
Cereal Station, from which seed was sold to the Irish Maltsters, the Department of 
Agriculture acting as vendor. The Irish Maltsters Association receives ‘produce of 2nd 
pedigree’ seed, which it then sells. 
 
 
B609/1/A/20 Letters from AGS, 1 September 1936 to 31 August 1937. A letter of 1 July 
  1937 from Mr A Jackson, Malt Dept, to Miss McNeill, discusses the use  
  and origin of the word ‘haggard’. A letter of 11 July concerns cartage and 
sack hire on barley purchased, and the use of lorries. A letter of 9 June concerns Miss 
McNeill’s decision not to install an electric fan in her kilns. There are many letters 
regarding import of British coal in this file, including one dated 6 April which mentions 
that the Rankinston coal seam appears to have petered out. Present is a licence, dated 8 
December 1936 from the Department of Agriculture, permitting JHB to import barley 
into the Free State through Ballinacurra. A letter of 14 October concerns supply of barley 
from Carlingford. A letter of 28 November relates to the appearance of weevils in barley. 
 
 
B609/1/A/21 Letters from AGS, 1 September 1937 to 31 August 1938. In a letter of 30  
  August 1938, C Buttanshaw, Malt Dept, asks Mrs D West [formerly Miss  
  McNeill] for information regarding prices offered by millers and others for 
barley and oats. He adds ‘if you have nothing which you know is reliable, any reports or 
rumours are interesting to us at the present moment, though, of course, you would let us 
know how much reliability is to be attached to these’. A letter of 22 July expresses 
surprise at the decrease in land under barley in the Cork area, as revealed in the Road 
Census, after the big demand for seed barley. A letter of 1 June relates to the possible 
closure of Abercrave colliery. There are several February letters relating to recurrence of 
smut spores in barley. Present is a barley return for Charleston Maltings, relating to 
freight on 1000 barrels of barley received from J Bolger & Co, Ferns, Co Wexford (15 
October 1937). A letter of 13 October relates to acceptance of 2000 barrels from 
Dungarvan Co-Op. A letter of 23 September concerns delays in discharging of malt 
schooners at Ringsend [where AGS take delivery]. 
 
 
B609/1/A/22 Letters from AGS, 1 September 1938 to 31 August 1939. A letter of 25  
  August 1939 concerns the increasing number of farmers who grow wheat  
  as well as barley and wish to sell both to one buyer. A letter of 27 July 
from CK Mill, Malt Dept, to Mrs West, begins ‘the Board are rather uneasy about coal 
supplies having regard to the international situation…’. A letter of 29 March relates to the 
visit to the brewery by Mr O’Leary, JHB’s analyst, for one week’s instruction. In a letter 
of 8 March, CK Mill informs Mrs West that he has taken over from C Buttanshaw in the 
Malt Dept, and proposes a visit to Ballinacurra. There are many letters from November 
1938 relating to malt supplies to the brewery at Park Royal, London. In a letter of 7 
October, Mrs West is informed that ‘Larkin’s Union [the Workers’ Union of Ireland] 
have not made the usual Wages Agreement with the Maltsters’ Association, and have 
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declared their intention of doing their best to stop all the maltings in the country; but that 
the Transport Union, who have signed an agreement, are going to do their best to honour 
it’. 
 
 
B609/1/A/23 Letters from AGS, 1 September 1939 to 31 August 1940. In a letter of 22  
  August 1940, CK Mill, Malt Dept, refers to the large surplus of malting  
  barley in the country this year. A letter of 21 August concerns threshing 
machines, and the introduction of modern models. A letter of 19 January sets out seed 
barley prices for 1940. A letter of 11 January concerns war risk insurance in cargoes of 
malting coal, and includes a declaration form. A letter of 5 January refers to the standard 
policy of fixing cash prices so that JHB and AGS neither gain nor lose by sale of seed 
barley. A letter of 21 October 1939 explains that AGS is experimenting with making up a 
feed for cows from brewery materials, and asks Mrs West to try it out at Ballinacurra. A 
letter of 10 October from L McMullen, Malt Dept, to Mrs West, refers to the estimate of 
yield with which, up to 1930, ‘your father used to supply us’. 
 
 
B609/1/A/24 Letters from AGS, 1 September 1940 to 31 August 1941. A letter of 25  
  August 1941 from CK Mills to Mrs West relates to the Emergency Powers 
  (Cereals) Order, 1941, in respect of seed barley. Many letters in this file 
relate to government plans to have barley buying carried out under licence, and a letter of 
9 August refers to the Grain Control Committee of the Department of Agriculture. In a 
letter of 2 May, Mills observes ‘it will probably be necessary to push the barley acreage 
up to the maximum next season in order to ensure sufficient flour to make bread’ [See 
also letter of 14 January 1941]. A letter of 29 April concerns informing the Department of 
Supplies regarding use of coal for industrial purposes. A letter of 5 March relates to the 
barley contribution to the government [AGS is to use its organisation to obtain barley on 
the government’s account]. A letter of 3 February encloses a list of county instructors 
approved by the Department of Agriculture to certify ‘unknown’ buyers. Present (dated 
17 October 1940) is an application for export licence under the Emergency Powers 
(Control of Export) Order, 1939. A letter of 16 October confirms permission to send Irish 
Malt to Park Royal has been obtained. Several barley reports for September-October 
1940 are present. A letter of 21 September encloses a ground plan for the small scale 
variety experiment, 1940. Also present is a letter of 17 September from a farmer, John 
Donovan of Clonmult, complaining JHB will not buy his barley at a fair price. 
 
 
B609/1/A/25 Letters from AGS, September 1941 to August 1942. A letter of 29 August  
  1942 sets out the AGS malt order for the season (30,000 barrels), and  
  refers to the Cereals Order, and the barley dealer’s licence [See also letter 
of 8 August; in wartime, both sides of the page are used for writing, to save paper]. A 
letter of 15 April encloses copies of correspondence involving AGS, the Department of 
Agriculture, James J Murphy & Co, and Cork Distilleries Co, regarding distribution of 
surplus barley. Reference is also made to Beamish & Crawford. A letter of 18 February 
from CK Mill to Mrs West thanks her for her lists of men to meet requests for workers by 
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the British maltings. He notes, however, ‘I understand that fairly searching local 
enquiries are made about men before they can be accepted for work in England, and 
possibly some of your men would not be passed’. A letter of 14 February relates to the 
Barley Conference, which included discussions between AGS and the Irish Maltsters’ 
Association regarding seed barley. There are many letters from November 1941 
regarding the use of barley as an animal feedstuff, and the distribution of seed barley. A 
letter of 13 October concerns arrangements agreed with the Cereals Distribution 
Committee (Department of Agriculture) to simplify purchase, movement, and malting of 
barley for AGS. Some letters are present referring to purchases from Dungarvan and 
Shelburne Co-Ops. 
 
 
B609/1/A/26 Letters from AGS, 1 September 1942 to 31 August 1943. A letter of 20  
  August 1943 from C Buttanshaw, AGS, to Mrs West, begins ‘This season, 
  we only ask you to make your basic quantity of 21,000 barrels of malt, and 
this will, of course, be subject to any restrictions which may be imposed by government 
action’.  Letter of 19 August discusses barley threshed by combine harvester. A letter of 
11 August discusses appointment of agents. A letter of 22 October 1942 includes copies 
of correspondence regarding Mr T Wallis, and his attempts to gain stocks of Guinness for 
his new public house. It is explained that rationing prevents this. A letter of 4 September 
refers to the ‘black market’ in barley [see also B609/9/E/26]. 
 
 
B609/1/A/27 Letters from AGS, 1 September 1943 to 31 August 1944. A letter of 18  
  August 1944 from C. Buttanshaw, Malt Dept, to Mrs West, concerns  
  uncertainty over the quantity of malt to be made this season (owing to 
restrictions) and asks ‘please go all out to get all the malting barley you can’. A letter of 
12 August discusses licensed barley dealers and their agents, and the requirement that 
they must buy all barley in reasonable condition offered to them. A number of letters 
covering AGS cheques are grouped together among June 1944 letters. A letter of 17 May 
forwards a copy of a new order by the minister for supplies regarding importation of fuel. 
In a letter of 17 January, Buttanshaw states to Mrs West ‘I am sorry to hear you are 
having so much trouble with the Trade Unions’. He adds ‘I wonder if you would be in a 
stronger position if your Firm joined the Irish Maltsters’ Association. I think I mentioned 
to you some time ago, in view of recent legislation, we had no objection to our 
Commission Houses becoming members’ [see also B609/9/E/8-9]. Dated 7 October is a 
report of Estimation of the Yield of barley by the Square Yard Method – 1943. The file 
contains many references to Castlelyons and Dungarvan Co-Ops, the latter in particular 
being a key wartime supplier. 
 
B609/1/A/28 Letters from AGS, 1 September 1944 to 31 August 1945. A letter of 20  
  August 1945 from Buttanshaw to Mrs West begins ‘The amount of malt  
  we can ask you to make this season is very uncertain and is likely to 
remain so for some time’. A letter of 5 March concerns transfer of barley to Cork 
Distilleries Co [a recurring subject]. A letter 22 February thanks Mrs West for hers 
expressing sympathy on the death of lord Elveden. A letter of 15 February covers a letter 
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by the Traffic Dept, AGS, regarding freight accounts. A note of 8 January gives 
Department of Agriculture reports on large scale, half drill, and small scale experiments. 
A letter of 8 November notes that all imported barley will be advised and imported by the 
Merchants’ Warehousing Company. A letter of 20 October concerning the Census of 
Production asks that JHB explain to DoA that seed barley is bought on account for AGS, 
kiln-dried, and sold on AGS’ behalf. It should not, it is stressed, appear on the Census as 
it is not JHB property. A letter of 14 October from the Traffic Dept, AGS, gives the scale 
of charges of the Great Southern Railways for cartage from Midleton station to 
Ballinacurra. A letter of 5 October informs Mrs West of agents from elsewhere in Ireland 
who will be supplying JHB this season. Also among October letters are many giving 
results of tests on barley samples sent to AGS by JHB; the names of the suppliers/farmers 
are noted. 
 
 
B609/1/A/29 Letters from AGS, 1 September 1945 to 31 August 1946. A letter of 29  
  August 1946 from AH Hughes, Malt Dept, to Mrs West, concerns   
  purchase of oats and commissions for non-malting barley. Hughes notes 
‘we have no intention of competing with the millers for oats’. A letter of 6 August 
concerns barley agencies, noting that the Board is ‘very opposed to the idea of agencies 
in the vicinity of Commission Houses’. A letter of 20 June begins ‘next season you may 
need to find all the barley for malting for us’. Present is a letter from Hughes to Mr 
Hume, Cereal Station, Ballinacurra, giving results of Garden Plots experiments. A letter 
of 2 March asks whether JHB can repeat last year’s combine harvester experiment, 
adding ‘there seems to be little doubt that the use of these machines is going to spread in 
time’. In a letter of 8 February, C Buttanshaw thanks Mrs West for her kind letter on the 
occasion of his leaving the Malt Dept. Present is a copy of a letter from Hughes to DoA, 
informing them that the 10 barrels of pedigree allocated to AGS at the Barley Conference 
will be given this year to JHB. A letter of 21 December 1945 concerns the ‘remarkable’ 
results of the small scale experiments in barley cultivation conducted by the Cereal 
Station. Present, dated 18 October, is a copy of a letter from AGS to DoA, giving 
estimation of yield by the square yard method for 1945. 
 
 
B609/1/A/30 Letters from AGS, 1 September 1946 to 31 August 1947. A letter of 6  
  August 1947 concerns malting of 1946 barley and drying of 1947 barley.  
  It is noted there will be no deliveries of anthracite before next season, and 
conversion of kilns to oil fuel will not be completed in time for barley drying. The oil 
fired kilns, when completed, are to be used for malting only. A letter of 18 July names the 
barley agents to be appointed for the current season. A letter of 18 June, from Sir Richard 
HV Levinge, Malt Dept, to Mrs West, concerns the visit to Charleston and to the Cereal 
Station of Sir Hugh Beaver (AGS Managing Director; see B609/9/E/12). A letter of 28 
May relates to an allocation of 97 tonnes of American malting anthracite made by the 
Department of Industry and Commerce. A letter of 30 April refers to labour troubles at 
JHB. A letter of 18 February expresses pleasure at hearing that JHB has joined the Irish 
Maltsters’ Association ‘as under present conditions of working it seems almost essential 
that Trades should work on a concerted policy’ [see B609/4/E/12]. A letter of 5 February 
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relates to seed required by Captain Keane of the Cappoquin Estate Co. A letter of 29 
January gives seed prices for the coming season, and notes the inferior price to be offered 
to farmers selling their produce elsewhere than back to JHB. A letter of 29 November 
1946 concerns discharge of British barley by National Grain Silo Ltd, Cork. Several other 
letters relate to British barley. A letter of 6 November notes DoA advice that JHB is no 
longer required to purchase all barley offered to them in Ireland. 
 
 
B609/1/A/31 Letters from AGS, 1 September 1947 to 31 August 1948. A letter of 21  
  August 1947 includes specimen forms for barley returns. A letter of 13  
  August informs JHB of AGS’ policy for buying Irish barley after the 
removal of existing regulations. This is to include registration of farmers as growers; a 
draft registration form is enclosed. A letter of 24 July concerns the unsuitability of much 
of this year’s seed barley at Ballinacurra. In a letter of 5 July, Sir RHV Levinge states 
that he has been in communication with Richard Beamish on the commission paid to 
agents buying barley, and both agree the present rate is adequate, but is nonetheless likely 
to rise. A letter of 23 June relates to new arrangements for managing malting coal 
supplies, now wartime restrictions have been lifted. In a letter of 7 June regarding transfer 
of surplus seed barley, it is noted that in the case of barrels from Beamish & Crawford an 
additional 1s 3d is paid: ‘This is customary where the transfer is made between members 
of the industry’. A letter of 15 March concerns recently agreed wage increases. A post 
card of 15 January has an ink stamp printed on it reading ‘Save Bread Flour’. A letter of 
24 December 1947 from the Engineers’ Dept, AGS, concerns oil-fired equipment. A 
letter of 28 November relates to the sale of AGS by-products such as dried yeast to 
farmers as a feed stuff. It is hoped that this may reduce the amount of barley held back by 
farmers for feeding animals. In a letter of 27 October it is stated that none of the 1947 
native barley is of malting quality and that the 1000 corn weight on deliveries from east 
Cork is the lowest since AGS records began in 1902. A letter of 17 September advises 
JHB to reconsider providing its own lorries to collect barley, as ‘the day is gone when 
one can ever again expect farmers to deliver in any quantity to the maltings’. 
 
 
B609/1/A/32 Letters from AGS, 1 September 1948 to 31 August 1949. A letter of 4  
  August 1949 covers several letters and a plan regarding oil-firing   
  equipment. A letter of 13 January relates to policy on pricing of seed 
barley. A letter of 27 October 1948 concerning malting quota for the 1948-49 season 
states ‘the quality and quantity of Irish barley is considerably better this year and we are 
therefore fixing a quota for our Commission Houses of basic quantity plus 50% - 
approximately 30,000 barrels in your case’. The letter also refers to the oil-burning kiln at 
Charleston malting house. In a letter of 15 October, RHV Levinge advises Mrs West to 
direct all her letters to the Malt Dept to him, ‘with the exception of matters relating solely 
to barley research at the Cereal Station, which matters should be referred to Mr 
McMullen’. A letter of 5 October concerns the ‘astonishingly high’ results in trials of 
short strawed barley. A letter of 28 September relates to negotiations with the Cork 
Milling Co, with a view to taking them on as buying agents. In a letter of 24 September, 
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Levinge states ‘as far as we are concerned there is only one Spratt Archer barley in 
existence, namely “37 No 3”’. 
 
 
B609/1/A/33 Letters from AGS, 1 September 1949 to 31 August 1950. A letter of 29  
  August 1950 comments on the ‘appalling’ recent weather, which ‘has put  
  the harvest back very considerably’ and will damage cut corn standing in 
stook. A letter of 24 August concerns the ‘not very satisfactory degree of purity’ in crops 
of ‘Binder’ seed barley. A letter of 18 August encloses general barley instructions for 
1950 [a recurring item in most files]. A letter of 16 August encloses a circular expressing 
concern at the growing and threshing together of other seed with the 2nd pedigree from 
Ballinacurra. It states ‘These stocks are limited and valuable, in that they constitute the 
basis of pure barley cultivation in Ireland’. A letter of 26 July encloses a lab report on 
testing of milling equipment. A letter of 21 July concerns a letter to be sent to Cork 
Chamber of Commerce regarding the Dollar Exports Advisory Committee. The letter 
relates to AGS’ sending of Ballinacurra malt to its New York brewery, previously 
discontinued owing to an unreliable shipping service. A letter of 10 February lists the 
AGS Commission Houses: JHB; WB Nunn & Co, Wexford; PJ Roche & Sons, 
Enniscorthy and New Ross; Minch Norton & Co, Athy. A personal letter from Levinge to 
Mrs West, dated 17 January, expresses sympathy and best wishes for the recovery of ‘the 
small boy’ (her son). A letter of 12 December 1949 expresses concern at the occurrence 
of weevil infestation. In a letter of 23 September AGS is stated to be ‘extremely 
concerned’ at the large surplus yield this year, and is considering how best to handle the 
situation without disappointing the farmers. There are many letters regarding storage of 
this surplus yield. 
 
 
B609/1/A/34 Letters from AGS, 1 September 1950 to 31 August 1951. A letter of 31  
  August from Levinge to Mrs West concerns a management committee  
  meeting to occur at Ballinacurra on 7 September [see B609/4/B/2 below]. 
Reference is made to the activities of Mr Ronayne at the farm, and those of Messrs 
Mahon and Read at the maltings. A letter of 21 August to Mr WH Read relates to cash 
orders for barley payments, and the Irish Maltsters’ Association. There is also discussion 
of demands for half-days for men working in malt houses, and different hours and 
conditions for foremen and firemen. A letter of 5 February concerns AGS plans to make a 
complete film of the various activities connected with the brewery, including the work of 
barley cultivation. Many letters of September to December 1950 relate to weevil 
infestation in barley. 
 
 
B609/1/A/35 Letters from AGS, 1 September 1951 to 31 August 1952. Present at the  
  front of the file is statement of General Instructions for Barley Buying for  
  Season 1952. In a letter of 28 August 1952, concerning artificial drying, 
Levinge opines ‘of a truth, the growers in your district have an infinite capacity for 
creating troublesome situations’. A letter of 2 July relates to the ‘open days’ visits to the 
Cereal Station at Ballinacurra. Enclosed is an itinerary and a list of firms sending 
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representatives. A letter of 4 March concerns a planned technical meeting for the malting 
industry at St James’s Gate. It is noted that such meetings did not occur in the past ‘partly 
due to a deliberate “Iron Curtain” policy from this office. As you know, this has changed 
over the past ten years or so, and now it is generally accepted that exchange of 
information should be encouraged as a means towards getting the best results’. A letter of 
9 January discusses the likelihood of increased barley sales in county Cork next season, 
and the possibility of buying from the Youghal/Ardmore and Blackwater Valley areas. A 
letter of 9 November 1951 forwards draft minutes of the third management committee 
meeting. Among September letters are many to prospective contractors, copied to JHB 
from AGS, directing them to apply to JHB but advising them that their location is 
‘outside an economic distance from the Maltings’. A letter of 24 September from Levinge 
to Mrs West, discussing an item in the Cork Examiner, comments on the high price of 
barley worldwide.  
 
 
B609/1/A/36 Letters from AGS, 1 September 1952 to 31 August 1953. A letter of 22  
  August 1953 informs JHB that from 24 August Mr GP Jackson will be  
  brewer-in-charge at the Malt Dept. A letter of 13 August begins ‘thank 
you for your letter of 12 August which makes rather depressing reading. It would appear 
to us that a lot of the trouble is due to the use of combine harvesters before the whole 
crop has reached the requisite stage of over-ripeness’. A letter of 20 April concerns the 
Irish Maltsters’ Association’s view on an attempt by beet growers to secure a levy. A 
letter of 14 March relates to trials of malting anthracite carried out in conjunction with 
the National Coal Board. A letter of 26 January concerns contracts for the production of 
‘Beorna’ seed in 1953, noting ‘as the nucleus stocks for general cultivation in Ireland will 
result from the seed grown in 1953 we consider that its cultivation on under strictly 
controlled conditions is of the utmost importance’. A draft form of contract for growers is 
enclosed. A letter of 13 January from Levinge to Mrs West relates to standardising of 
contracts for growers. He states ‘This seems to me to be quite correct and to be 
particularly important at the present moment when for the next few years there will be 
two varieties of seed in production’ (Spratt Archer and Beorna). There are several letters 
in this file relating to Richard Farrell, a new agent based in Youghal. 
 
 
B609/1/A/37 Letters from AGS, September 1953 to August 1954. A letter of 25 August  
  1954 from GP Jackson, Malt Dept, to Mrs West, informs her that kiln  
  turners as presently installed have been found to be unsafe by the inspector 
under the Factories Act. In a letter of 13 August, LE Hudson, brewer-in-charge, AGS 
Experimental Maltings, requests some ‘Herta’ barley. A letter of 24 July explains 
changes, both in barley buying practices, (namely, the purchase of surplus barley to 
encourage improved yield and quality), and the method of purchasing roasting barley (a 
guaranteed market will not longer apply). A letter of 6 April forwards the Audit 
Certificate for March 1954 for completion [a recurring item]. In a letter of 13 March, GP 
Jackson discusses the ‘rather disturbing news’ that JHB have purchased 1500 barrels 
above the contract amount. He adds ‘As a Director of Bennett’s I will talk to Sir Richard 
about this and see what action he thinks we should take’. A letter of 31 December 1953 
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from Sir Richard Levinge to Mrs West concerns difficulties in pricing and selling seed 
oats, concluding ‘it all points to the fact that the seed oat business is no longer one in 
which we can reasonably compete’. In a letter of 5 November Mrs West is forewarned 
that JHB will be asked to send 1000 barrels of commercial Beorna seed to Hutchinson’s 
of Kirkaldy (Scotland). 
 
 
B609/1/A/38 Letters from AGS, September 1954 to August 1955. A letter of 6   
  September 1955 concerns a complaint form developed by the National  
  Farmers’ Association regarding disagreements over moisture levels. GP 
Jackson notes ‘the terms of buying of contract barley are agreed between us and the 
Grain Committee of the Sugar Beet Growers’ Association and not with the National 
Farmers’ Association’. A letter of 4 August relates to difficulties being experienced by 
the National Coal Board in providing adequate supplies of malting coal. In a letter of 24 
June from LE Hudson, AGS Experimental Maltings, to Mrs West, the Cereal Station, 
Ballinacurra, the former thanks the latter for entertaining him and a guest on a recent 
visit. Letters from March to May contain a number of analyses of kilns conducted by Mr 
Hudson. A letter of 3 March from Hudson to Mrs West concerns pressure applied by the 
Waterford County Committee of Agriculture to increase the number of malting barley 
contracts in that county. A letter of 14 February encloses a copy of AGS policy on 
conditioning of barley, as increasingly farmers possess their own drying equipment. [A 
letter of 28 January has a letter head giving names of JHB Directors: Levinge and GP 
Jackson (AGS) and WH Read, Mrs EF Bennett, and Mrs West of JHB]. A letter of 27 
January concerns a pilot scheme for feeding-type roasting barley. In a letter of 17 
December 1954, JHB is congratulated on supplying the fist two prize-winners at a recent 
show (the AGS Barley Competition; see also B609/1/A/59). 
 
 
B609/1/A/39 Letters from AGS, September 1955 to August 1956. In a letter of 8 May  
  1956, GP Jackson thanks Mrs West for a history of the Cereal Station, and 
  adds ‘I was also interested to see that Archer yielded over 15 barrels per 
statute acre in 1901 which again shows we are not perhaps quite so clever today as we 
thought we were’. In a letter of 28 February, LE Hudson discusses the concerns which 
the AGS Malt Dept has over pedigree Beorna barley. In a letter of 15 February Mr 
Hudson asks Mrs West if she could find growers for an experiment with a new variety of 
barley called Maythorpe. He asks if a grower named Tait might take this on. A letter of 
14 January concerns a newly identified abuse, whereby sub-agents are buying barley 
from farmers at harvest at ‘considerably lower’ than the contract price, then passing it on 
to the direct buyer as though full price had been paid. A letter of 13 January begins ‘we 
are under pressure to buy more feeding barley in Co Cork as it alone produces half the 
barley grown in the country’. In a letter of 5 January, JHB is asked to contract for 40,000 
barrels from the 1956 crop. A letter of 16 December 1955 informs JHB of the price per 
barrel for the 1956 crop, as agreed between AGS and the malting barley negotiation 
committee of the Irish Beet Growers’ Association. In a letter of 7 November, GP Jackson 
requests that Mrs West accommodate a visit to Ballinacurra by three English maltsters, 
for whom he is organising a tour around Ireland. 
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B609/1/A/40 Letters from AGS, September 1956 to August 1957. A letter of 28 August  
  1957 from GP Jackson to Mrs West informs her that the brewery is to  
  discontinue inspection of Class A and B seeds, and explains its reasons for 
this decision. A letter of 16 August concerns claims that the issue of AGS barley 
contracts is influenced by the contractor’s requirements of manures, other seeds, and 
other produce not referred to in the contract. It is stated that AGS would cease to use any 
contractor found to be imposing such conditions. A letter of 25 July regarding the Road 
Census notes the predicted increase in wheat and roots grown in East Cork. A letter of 17 
May concerns plans to have inspection of seed carried out by maltsters, as the DoA is no 
longer in the position to carry out all the inspections it performed hitherto. A letter of 3 
May, addressed to Mrs West at the Cereal Station, requests meteorological records for 
1956 to facilitate preparation of the EBC Barley Committee report. A letter of 25 March 
is in regard to the supply to the Cereal Station of 5cwts of Certified Original Seed Proctor 
from the National Institute of Agricultural Botany, Cambridge. A letter of 28 January 
contains a copy of form of registration to grow malt barley. A letter of 13 November 
1956, regarding fuel stocks, refers to ‘the unsettled state of world affairs’. A letter of 23 
October relates to arrangements for the AGS Malting Barley Competition. 
 
 
B609/1/A/41 Letters from AGS, September 1957 to August 1958. In a letter of 12  
  August 1958, GP Jackson states, to Mrs West, ‘with the present harvest  
  prospects it is most unlikely that we will get all our requirements for 
Guinness and Irish Malt Exports, and therefore you should not let any good barley slip 
through your hands’. Present dated 5 August is a letter from Jackson to Deasy & Co, 
Clonakilty, setting forth the schedule for delivery of their barley purchases. This includes 
Guinness barley to JHB and Guinness themselves, and ale malt to Beamish & Crawford. 
A letter of 21 July from Jackson to Mrs West gives a list of those taking part in this 
year’s Barley Tour visit to Ballinacurra. A letter of 16 May from E Dresser, Chief 
Engineer, Engineer’s Dept, AGS, to JHB, concerns rebate of duty on hydrocarbon oil. A 
letter of 12 January forwards forms for registration to grow roasting (feeding-type) 
barley. A letter of 10 February attaches a list showing distribution of Herta commercial 
seed barley. The list includes several co-ops and Messrs E Flahavan & Sons, 
Kilmacthomas. A letter of 6 February includes a list showing distribution of 2nd pedigree 
Beorna seed. A letter of 27 October forwards forms for the Proctor versus Beorna 
‘Gallup’ poll, to be sent to farmers who grew Proctor this year.  [Letter of 7 November 
1957 includes letterhead with names of JHB directors] 
 
 
B609/1/A/42 Letters from AGS, September 1958 to August 1959. A post card dated 8  
  August 1959 has post stamp reading ‘My Goodness, 200 Years of   
  Guinness’. A letter of 17 July 1959 concerns analysis of an Institute of 
Brewing extract of standard malt, and encloses a note and formula for making a 
determination. A letter of 16 March contains reference to the closing down of AGS’ 
Cook’s Lane Maltings at St James’s Gate Brewery. A letter of 30 January gives the full 
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distribution list for Foundation Hunter and Proctor seed. A letter of 28 January states that 
it is AGS policy to replace Beorna with Hunter seed. A letter of 9 January gives malting 
price and quantities for 1959, and encloses a related press release. A letter of 5 November 
1958 relating to the annual barley competition makes reference to a film by Andrew 
Hughes-Onslow containing shots of Ballinacurra. Many October-November letters relate 
to barley samples submitted for analysis. A letter of 14 October refers to a proposed 
‘Ballinacurra for Beamish’ scheme (see also letter of 28 October). A letter of 27 
September expresses concern at the standard of recent barley samples, while noting ‘your 
great difficulties this year and your sympathetic attitude towards the farmers’. The file 
contains many letters regarding import of barley from Britain. 
 
 
B609/1/A/43 Letters from AGS, September 1959 to August 1960. In a letter of 29  
  August 1960, DR Tristram, Malt Dept, informs Mrs West that AGS will  
  ask JHB to steep around 34,000 barrels raw, screened barley this season, 
and that the balance of JHB purchases will be transferred kiln-dried for malting by 
Messrs Minch, Norton & Co Ltd. In a letter of 11 August, Tristram acknowledges the 
Road Census report, but states this need not be done anymore, as it has been discontinued 
at other commission houses. A letter of 3 August thanks Mrs West for an ‘excellent’ 
lunch during the Barley Tour visit. There are many letters in August 1960 regarding the 
Barley Yield Survey. A letter of 8 July asks JHB when they commenced dealings with 
AGS. Dated 30 June 1960 is an ms letter from Sir Charles Harvey to Mrs West, thanking 
her for her hospitality on his recent visit, and referring to her involvement in a school fair, 
and to her sons (see also letter of 22 March, referring to Sir Hugh Beaver’s ‘farewell tour 
in Ireland’). A letter of 20 April forwards a Traffic Dept letter regarding freight rates, and 
referring to rumours that CIE is to close the Cork/Youghal rail line. Present dated 18 
February is a letter from CK Mill of AGS, writing in a personal capacity, regarding a 
proposed fund for scientific education in Irish secondary schools. Also present is Mrs 
West’s reply, in which she refers to herself as ‘wife of a small school’s Head’. A letter of 
30 January includes a distribution list for Banba seed. A letter of 8 January informs Mrs 
West of the creation of the Barley Improvement Committee, with representatives from 
DoA, the Agricultural Institute, and AGS. This file contains many letters relating to the 
Management Committee of JHB (of which GP Jackson of AGS is chairman; see 
B609/4/C). 
 
 
B609/1/A/44 Letters from AGS, September 1960 to August 1961. A letter of 15 August  
  1961 concerns John and Trevor [West’s] participation in an AGS cricket  
  match. A letter of 8 August redirects an application for a barley contract, 
with the AGS reply stating ‘they [JHB] have a long waiting list already’. A letter of 27 
July forwards Proceedings of the Agricultural Instructors’ Conference held at AGS last 
February. A letter of 24 July giving barley buying instructions for 1961 notes purchases 
for Irish Malt Exports (IME) and Harp Lager Brewery, as well as AGS. Dated 6 June is a 
letter from Mrs West to Mr Jackson regarding marketing of the new Harp lager in 
Midleton, and dealings with John Barry, grocer and wine merchant. A letter of 28 April 
concerns high arsenic figures in malt from Ballinacurra. This is linked to a specific 
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delivery of coal, and Mrs West is asked to take the matter up with the National Coal 
Board. A letter of 24 November 1960 concerns malt to be made for IME for export to 
America. A letter of 7 October gives a copy of a letter sent to local Yield Survey 
enumerators. 
 
 
B609/1/A/45 Letters from AGS, September 1961 to August 1962. A letter of 27 May  
  1962 encloses a list of malting equipment from AGS Cook’s Lane   
  Maltings for disposal. A letter of 16 May, addressed to A Tobin, 
Ballinacurra, encloses a note on how screening tests are to be conducted. A letter of 29 
March concerns insurance of seed stocks, in light of damage by flooding to seeds issued 
to Mr Farrell, Youghal, by JHB, for distribution to growers. It is noted that premia 
insuring against flooding, in ‘Cork at least, would be extremely high’. Against that, 
dressed seed rendered unfit is worthless, and so would be a dead loss. Many letters from 
January-February 1962 relate to allocations of stock and foundation seed. Present dated 2 
February is copy of a reply sent to a Miss M Cogan, Newmarket, seeking a barley 
contract. Her letter also present. A letter of 26 January gives permission for supply of 
Hunter barley to Murphy’s of Cork (brewers) ‘provided of course that you do not run 
anybody else short’. A letter of 19 December 1961 concerning bulk delivery of malt 
states that AGS propose to discontinue taking malt in sacks. A letter of 18 December, 
headed ‘Irish Speaking Barley’, concerns an application for a malting contract received 
from Gaedhealachas Teoranta, Trabolgan, Co Cork. DR Tristram thinks it ‘a very good 
idea to give them something…from the point of view of good-will’. A letter of 22 
September concerns an outbreak of Fusarium infection in wheat. 
 
 
B609/1/A/46 Letter from AGS, September 1962 to August 1963. A letter of 22 August  
  1963 from WM Hutton, Malt Dept, gives instructions for seed barley for  
  the coming season. A letter of 22 May encloses a JHB form giving Barley 
Registrations and Seed Sales for 1963. A letter of 10 April forwards a DoA press notice 
regarding grants towards the cost of providing new grain stores to be completed in time 
for the 1963 harvest. A letter of 14 February concerns ‘Boreham Warrior’ seed barley. A 
personal letter from DR Tristram to Mrs West concerns his departure from the Malt Dept 
and his continuing presence on the Board of JHB. A letter of 23 January regarding barley 
contracts states that a fixed price of 53 shillings per barrel will be paid under contracts 
with AGS, Smithwick, Harp Lager, Cherry, MacArdle Moore, Perry, and IME. A letter of 
31 December 1962 encloses an application for a contract from William Murphy, College 
Road, Cork. A letter of 26 November encloses an outline for a gibberellic acid steeping 
experiment. A letter of 17 October concerns a review of policy on rejected barley. A 
letter of 25 September forwards an application for contract from the Irish Refining 
Company, Whitegate, Co Cork. 
 
 
B609/1/A/47 Letters from AGS, September 1963 to June 1964. A letter of 3 June 1964  
  from the Engineers’ Dept, AGS, to Mrs West, relates to preparation of and 
  payment for photostat copies of documents. Several letters of May 1964 
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document discussion of complaints by Egan’s of Tullamore regarding the quality of 
Hunter foundation seed supplied to them by JHB. A letter of 6 April from JW 
O’Callaghan, AGS, Railway Street, Cork, to Mrs West, concerns an application for a 
contract by a Donal Sweeney of Killeagh, Co Cork. Many letters from February relate to 
distribution of foundation seed. A letter of 23 January invites Mrs West and Mr Tobin to 
the Agricultural Instructor’s Conference on 17 February. Another letter of the same date 
forwards an application for contract received via JHB’s Tralee agents, John Fitzgerald & 
Son Ltd. A letter of 28 November concerns the purchase by AGS and Phillips-Duphar of 
Chemical Services Ltd, who will now supply dressing for all AGS barley, as well as other 
agricultural and veterinary chemicals. Present undated [c20 November] is a partially 
completed barley competition judging form, in which a Timothy O’Sullivan of 
Courtmacsharry is named as a winner. [Note change of date range of original files]. 
 
 
B609/1/A/48 Letters from AGS, 1 July 1964 to 30 June 1965. A letter of 21 May  
  1965 from MJ Atherton, Malt Dept, to Mrs West, concerns commission  
  rates for malt for Irish Ale Breweries (IAB). A letter of 14 April is from 
Diarmuid Guinness, Knockmaroon, Castleknock, Co Dublin, to Mrs West, thanking her 
for hospitality on a recent visit, and sending best wishes from his parents. A letter of 23 
March is from Miss FC Redmond, Editor, The Harp, thanking Mrs West for facilitating 
the Harp’s photographer during a recent visit to the maltings. There are several letters 
from March regarding investigations into the effects of growing barley on the same land 
for a considerable number of years. A letter of 18 February from JC Robinson, Deputy 
Secretary, AGS, asks JHB for the number of permanent full-time staff and employees of 
the company ‘for the records of our Parent Company’. A letter of 5 January approves the 
supply to Beamish & Crawford and JJ Murphy (Brewers) of the full amounts of seed 
requested. A letter of 30 December 1964 asks Mrs West to host two junior brewers 
training with AGS for a night. A letter of 2 December makes an addition to the list of 
companies of which WM Hutton, brewer-in-charge, Malt Dept, is a director. 
 
 
B609/1/A/49 Letters from AGS, July 1965 to June 1966. A letter of 27 June 1966  
  encloses a ‘who’s who’ list of possible overseas visitors to the EBC Barley 
  Committee Meetings in Dublin, Cork, and Kerry. A programme is also 
enclosed. A letter of 22 April concerns preparation of malt for shipment by Irish Malt 
Exports (IME) to the Highland Distilleries. A letter of 6 January asks that growers be 
advised to grow Hunter rather than Proctor barley this season, owing to the latter’s 
malting inferiority and lower extract. A letter of 30 December 1965 encloses a 
distribution list for foundation seed for Spring 1966. In a letter of 17 November, PJ 
Hogan, AGS Malt Laboratory, thanks Mrs West for her hospitality on his recent visit to 
Ballinacurra. A letter of 26 October informs JHB that after this year Boreham Warrior 
barley will no longer be used as an approved malting variety. A letter of 21 September 
forwards an analysis of malt for Cherry’s Brewery, Waterford. A letter of 26 August 
concerns the supply of Clonakilty barley by Deasy’s Ltd to Beamish & Crawford, and to 
JHB or AGS. Dated 14 July are the Malting Barley Instructions for Commission Houses 
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for 1965. A letter of 8 July concerns a proposed visit to Ballinacurra and to the Cereal 
Station by Mr Uhiara, who is on the brewing staff at AGS (Nigeria) Ltd. 
 
 
B609/1/A/50 Letters from AGS, July 1966 to June 1967. A letter of 22 June 1967  
  concerns licence-plating of trucks transporting barley to railways, under  
  arrangement with CIE. An item of the same date lists JHB growers 
participating in the Malting Barley Survey by the Agricultural Institute. A letter of 8 June 
forwards a receipt for a cheque for £16,259 in respect of seed sales. A letter of 20 January 
encloses a letter to T O’Sullivan, Director, Cereal Station, Ballinacurra, regarding 
arrangements for producing Foundation Hunter seed for this year. A letter of 18 January 
concerns deductions to be made from prices payable to growers and to be paid to the Irish 
Sugar Beet Growers’ Association and the National Farmers’ Association [see also letter 
28 August 1967, next file]. A letter of 16 November 1966 gives germination results of 
Autumn JHB seed samples. In a letter of 12 September, Keith Pickering, AGS, Park 
Royal Brewery, London, thanks Mrs West for her hospitality on his recent visit.  A letter 
of 16 August gives instructions for the drying, storage, and sampling of seed barley. A 
letter of 7 July from DR Tristram thanks Mrs West for her arrangements for the visit of 
the ECB Barley Committee, and especially for taking ‘so much trouble over the ladies’. 
 
 
B609/1/A/51 Letters from AGS, July 1967 to July 1968. A letter of 18 July gives the  
  quarterly balance to the credit of JHB at 30 June 1968. A letter of 17 June  
  informs JHB that from this year inspections of stock will not be carried 
out by DoA officials: ‘We should therefore like you to pay particular attention to carrying 
out your own inspections’. In a letter of 19 February regarding seed prices, DR Tristram 
writes ‘I feel that it must be rather bad publicity for us always to be selling seed at a high 
price, because I am sure that the farmers think that we make a lot of money out of it’. In a 
letter of 5 February it is commented ‘everyone seems to agree about getting rid of Proctor 
from the 1969 crop onwards’. A letter of 10 January informs JHB that this year’s 
Agricultural Instructors’ Conference has been cancelled as a precaution against foot and 
mouth disease. A letter of 21 September 1967 thanks Mrs West for her condolences on 
the death of the earl of Iveagh. 
 
 
B609/1/A/52 Letters from AGS, August 1968 to July 1969. A letter of 1 April 1969  
  encloses a circular outlining a new arrangement whereby Foundation seed  
  will only be grown at Ballinacurra, and stock seed grown at four locations 
only: Athy, New Ross, Louth, and Ballinacurra. A letter of 12 February forwards the 
Foundation seed allocation list for Spring 1969, giving names of purchasing maltsters and 
barley buyers. A memorandum of 1 January informs of new Directors’ Responsibilities. 
A letter of 31 December 1968 asks for cultivation data for one of the prize-winning 
growers in this year’s barley competition. This is to help provide ‘a comprehensive 
picture showing the best farming practice in the country’. Present is a copy of a letter of 7 
November to Deasy & Co, Clonakilty, regarding their intention to discontinue as buyers 
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of malting barley for AGS, and arrangements for JHB to take over their existing contract 
holders. A list of contract holders and acreages is enclosed [see also B609/2/A/6-8]. 
 
 
B609/1/A/53 Letters from AGS, August 1969 to July 1970. A letter of 4 September  
  1969 concerns reopening of No 3 Malt House for malting, and related  
  staffing arrangements. Present is a copy of a letter of 2 December 1969 to 
William Tait, Hermitage, Rostellan, Co Cork, regarding his participation in the barley 
competition. A letter of 16 December concerns use of JHB’s sand pit by the FCA [army 
reserve] for target practice. A letter of 21 January 1970 concerns a draft agreement 
between JHB and DoA regarding buildings. A letter of 26 January begins ‘With the 
changes taking place in the malting industry we are anxious to have pictorial records we 
consider may be of interest’. A later letter, dated 30 July 1970, asks Jimmy Kennedy 
(General Manager), JHB, to accommodate a French cameraman, Guy St Clair, who is 
making a documentary on Ireland and wishes to take shots of barley harvesting in Cork. 
[Many letters in this file addressed to Kennedy]. A letter of 5 February informs JHB of 
the choice of a new variety of barley for malting, CS 93/255. Dated 11 and 12 February 
are four replies to farmers seeking AGS contracts. A letter of 6 May seeking numerical 
information regarding barley contracts has had the requested information entered onto it.  
 
 
B609/1/A/54 Letters from AGS, August 1970 to July 1971. A letter of 9 October 1970  
  returns papers in connection with a valuation appeal by JHB [on rateable  
  premises; see B609/3/H]. A letter of 16 November forwards a form for 
computing the price of seed barley for sale in Spring 1971. A letter of 21 January 1971 
returns the report of the Seed Testing Station on JHB samples, commenting ‘This is very 
satisfactory’. A letter of 22 March from Deasy’s, Clonakilty, to AGS, asks that they 
consider giving barley contracts to two former Deasy’s growers. The reply notes that 
AGS increasingly have to buy in good malting areas ‘and, unfortunately, West Cork is 
fairly low in the League Table in this respect’. A copy letter from AGS to CIE informs 
them that JHB will not carry barley from farmers in East Cork to Ballinacurra, and so the 
farmers are likely to contact CIE to make their own arrangements. 
 
 
B609/1/A/55 Letters from AGS, August 1971 to July 1972. A letter of 10 December  
  1971 records that JJ Kennedy resigned as general manager on 31 May  
  1971. From other letters it is seen that A Edmonds is now general manager 
and G O’Mahony is administrative manager. Another letter suggests that the new barley 
variety [see B609/1/A/53, above] was called ‘Emma’. This small file contains a number 
of outgoing letters from Edmonds to AGS. 
 
 
 
 
B609/1/A/56 Letters from AGS, August 1972 to July 1973. In a letter of 7 March 1973,  
  AGS requests information concerning the number of growers who signed  
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  forms agreeing to pay the 1972 Malting Barley Levy to the Irish Farmers’ 
Association (IFA). Another letter of the same date notes that the majority of growers 
nationally are paying the levy. Another small file. 
 
 
B609/1/A/57 Letters from AGS, August 1973 to August 1974. A letter of 28 January  
  1974 sets out arrangements for malting barley contracts 1974, as agreed  
  between AGS, IME, and the National Grain Committee of the IFA. Dated 
23 November 1973 is a letter from A Edmonds, General Manager, JHB, to Chillingworth 
& Levie, Architects, Cork, regarding the new granary and alterations at the Cereal Station 
[see B609/6/B/36].  In a letter of 25 October regarding barley prices, it is noted that a 
barrel equals 100kg. A letter of 28 September encloses JHB’s agreement with AGS to 
buy barley for them during the 1973 harvest. Among letters for September is a table 
breaking down barley purchases for 1973. This notes malting barley, IME export barley, 
seed barley, and flaking barley. A letter of 21 August concerns the purchase by AGS of 
the business of WB Nunn & Co, barley agents and seed merchants, Wexford and 
Castlebridge. A copy of a statement for the press is enclosed. 
 
 
B609/1/A/58 Letters from AGS, September 1977 to November 1978. Mainly letters  
  regarding buying instructions, prices, and stocks. Includes blank barley  
  registration forms. Small file. 
 
 
B609/1/A/59 AGS Barley Competition, 1978-90 (1954). Records of an annual AGS  
  event, in which prizes are awarded to the growers of the best samples of  
  barley, as selected and submitted by AGS commission maltsters. The 
malting houses each held their own competition to select their entries. There were 
separate prizes for different varieties of barley. The file contains correspondence between 
AGS and JHB, lists of growers, guest lists, results, copies of press releases, and so on. 
This file relates principally to JHB growers and related arrangements. It also contains a 
photocopy of a list of Results of JHB Barley Competitions from 1952 to 1976, and a 
newscutting of winners of the first AGS competition in 1954. The competition is referred 
to in AGS files from 1954 on. [See also B609/1/A/38 and B609/8/B/8 below] 
 
 



B609/ 

All Rights Reserved © Cork City and County Archives 2008 38

Note regarding items B609/1/A/60-107 
 
  The remaining items in this series are books and files of letters from JHB  
  to AGS. The level of description given here for these files is not as   
  detailed as for letters from AGS, as the content is similar, very many items 
being replies. The first four items are bound books of letters. All other items are files. 
The letters are in date order, but numbered to link them with a Subject Index, which 
precedes the letterbooks and most of the files. Subjects include the following: Accounts; 
Agreements; Barley; Barley Experiments; Census of Production; Certificates and Stock; 
Coal; Conference (with DoA); Feeding Stuffs; General; ‘Grand Tour’; Road Census; 
Sacks; Kiln-drying; Seed Barley; Samples; Shipments; Smut; Storage; Weather; Yield, 
and others. Each new index is taken as the start of a new file, with each generally 
covering a year’s letters. The letterbook index covers the whole of each volume. Subjects 
can vary and change. Letters on files are generally stamped with JHB seal and initialled 
by the Director or the Secretary. 
 
 
B609/1/A/60 Letterbook of letters to AGS, October 1917 to October 1920. This and  
  succeeding letterbooks (B609/1/A/61-63) are partially indexed. All  
  contain carbon copies of letters on light paper. Very careful handling is 
required. 
 
 
B609/1/A/61 Letterbook of letters to AGS, October 1920 to August 1925. 
 
 
B609/1/A/62 Letterbook of letters to AGS, August 1925 to April 1929. 
 
 
B609/1/A/63 Letterbook of letters to AGS, April 1929 to February 1933 
 
 
B609/1/A/64 Letters to AGS, March 1933 to August 1934 
 
 
B609/1/A/65 Letters to AGS, September 1934 to August 1935 
 
 
B609/1/A/66 Letters to AGS, September 1935 to August 1936 
 
 
B609/1/A/67 Letters to AGS, September 1936 to August 1937 
   
 
B609/1/A/68 Letters to AGS, September 1937 to August 1938 
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B609/1/A/69 Letters to AGS, September 1938 to August 1939 
 
 
B609/1/A/70 Letters to AGS, September 1939 to August 1940 
 
 
B609/1/A/71 Letters to AGS, September 1940 to August 1941 
 
 
B609/1/A/72 Letters to AGS, September 1941 to August 1942 
  [Frayed; tops of some letters worn away] 
 
 
B609/1/A/73 Letters to AGS, September 1942 to August 1943 
 
 
B609/1/A/74 Letters to AGS, September 1943 to August 1944 
 
 
B609/1/A/75 Letters to AGS, September 1944 to August 1945 
 
 
B609/1/A/76 Letters to AGS, September 1945 to August 1946 
 
 
B609/1/A/77 Letters to AGS, September 1946 to August 1947 
   
 
B609/1/A/78 Letters to AGS, September 1947 to August 1948 
 
 
B609/1/A/79 Letters to AGS, September 1948 to August 1949 
 
 
B609/1/A/80 Letters to AGS, September 1949 to August 1950 
   
 
B609/1/A/81 Letters to AGS, September 1950 to August 1951 
 
 
B609/1/A/82 Letters to AGS, September 1951 to June 1952 
 
 
B609/1/A/83 Letters to AGS, July 1952 to June 1953 
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B609/1/A/84 Letters to AGS, July 1953 to June 1954 
   
 
B609/1/A/85 Letters to AGS, July 1954 to June 1955 
 
 
B609/1/A/86 Letters to AGS, July 1955 to June 1956 
 
 
B609/1/A/87 Letters to AGS, July 1956 to June 1957 
 
 
B609/1/A/88 Letters to AGS, July 1957 to June 1958 
   
 
B609/1/A/89 Letters to AGS, July 1958 to June 1959 
 
 
B609/1/A/90 Letters to AGS, July 1959 to June 1960 
 
 
B609/1/A/91 Letters to AGS, July 1960 to June 1961 
 
 
B609/1/A/92 Letters to AGS, July 1961 to June 1962 
 
 
B609/1/A/93 Letters to AGS, July 1962 to June 1963 
 
 
B609/1/A/94 Letters to AGS, July 1963 to June 1964 
 
 
B609/1/A/95 Letters to AGS, July 1964 to June 1965 
 
 
B609/1/A/96 Letters to AGS, July 1965 to June 1966 
   
 
B609/1/A/97 Letters to AGS, July 1966 to June 1967 
 
 
B609/1/A/98 Letters to AGS, July 1967 to July 1968 
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B609/1/A/99 Letters to AGS, August 1968 to July 1969 
 
 
B609/1/A/100 Letters to AGS, August 1969 to July 1970 
 
 
B609/1/A/101 Letters to AGS, August 1970 to August 1971 
 
 
B609/1/A/102 Letters to AGS, August 1971 to July 1972 
  [Some overlap, but files indexed separately] 
 
 
B609/1/A/103 Letters to AGS, August 1972 to July 1973 
 
 
B609/1/A/104 Letters to AGS, August 1973 to May 1974 
 
 
B609/1/A/105 Letters to AGS, August 1974 to June 1975 
 
 
B609/1/A/106 Letters to AGS, September 1975 to June 1976 
 
 
B609/1/A/107 Letters to AGS, July 1976 to June 1977 
 
 
 
B609/1/B General Letters, 1851-1989 (1826-29) 
 
 
 
  General and ms letters, outgoing, 1851-1989 (1826-29). Letters from JHB  
  to various suppliers, customers, growers, offices, other maltings, legal and  
  insurance companies, Cork businesses and concerns, and persons. The 
letters concern the day-to-day business and transactions of JHB, including those of the 
company under its previous name of McCall & Co, from which it was changed by John H 
Bennett in 1885. 
 
The sub-section begins with twenty-seven letterbooks, covering the years 1826-1829, and 
1851 to 1932. Up to the early years of the twentieth century, these books contain copies 
of letters to AGS, after which a separate series of AGS letters was created (see section 
1/A above). Some copies of letters to AGS continue to occur in later letterbooks and files. 
In addition to business letters, these books also contain copies of legal and estate letters, 
and some family and personal correspondence. Some of the books are marked ‘General’ 
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and others are marked ‘MS’, perhaps intended to distinguish those relating to the business 
from those of a more personal nature. On examination, however, the contents of volumes 
of each type appear very similar, with personal letters occurring in ‘General’ books, and 
the greater part of ‘MS’ books consisting of business letters. The correspondents are also 
largely the same. In some cases, the distinction appears to have been made 
retrospectively. It has been decided, therefore, to arrange the volumes in chronological 
order based on the earliest date occurring. This means there is some overlap in time 
periods covered by the volumes. Whether they are marked ‘General’ or ‘MS’ is indicated 
in the description. Many of the letterbooks are damp press letterbooks, the pages of which 
are very thin and fragile. Some have been water damaged and are difficult to read. Very 
careful handling is required in using them. The other letterbooks and subsequent files 
consist of carbon copies, which are also fragile. The earliest letterbooks have been 
described in some detail, owing to the personal and estate letters present, and as there are 
no other similar records for these years. Later letterbooks and letter files are more fully 
indexed, and cover many of the same topics addressed in AGS correspondence 
(B609/1/A). 
 
The letterbooks are followed by files of letters, most of which are marked ‘General’. 
Most of these files (numbers 28 to 73) do not contain letters to AGS or to the Department 
of Agriculture. Each file is indexed by addressee, with each letter numbered. Each index 
covers one year but the numbered letters often cover two or three years and originally all 
such letters were filed together. These have been broken down into files covering one 
year here, as the combined files are too large for foldering, and in any case there is a new 
index for each year. Files 74 to 86 differ from the above in containing letters received as 
well as outgoing letters. As they seem to continue on from the above files, this probably 
reflects a re-organisation of filing to place incoming and outgoing letters on the same file. 
The files are in A-Z order. They contain some correspondence with AGS & Co (See 
B609/1/A), and with government departments. See also B609/1/C and /D (Letters 
Received). 
 
 
B609/1/B/1 McCall & Co Letterbook, February 1826 to April 1829. Record of   
  outgoing letters from JHB’s predecessor company, McCall & Co, to  
  customers and others. The book contains summaries of short letters, and 
copies of longer letters. The addressee is noted, but not the signatory. Many of the letters 
are to AGS, regarding purchase, preparation, and transport of barley. AGS was McCall & 
Co’s largest customer, although the company was not formally a Guinness commission 
house until about 1836. A letter of 1 May 1826 informs AGS that the company will have 
to stop malting work by the middle of the month, owing to the lack of suitable barley 
from local supplies at this late stage of the season, and the presumed unwillingness of 
AGS ‘to look to speculation for a  further supply’. A letter of 26 June reports of the 
‘distressing prospects’ for crops in the neighbourhood, owing to drought and heat (see 
also entries for 28 October and 11 and 15 November). A letter of 5 July presents AGS 
with an abstract of account for the past season. A letter of 11 November 1826 to James 
McCall & Co, Dublin, reports on the wheat market in the Ballinacurra district. A letter of 
27 February 1827 to AGS concerns the loading and accurate weighing of shipments of 
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malt. A letter of 24 April to Samuel Crossthwait & Co, Bagnalstown, Co Carlow, 
concerns an order for 500 barrels of wheat. Among letters for July 1827 is one dated 7 
October 1836 to AGS, regarding breeding of Chevalier type seed barley. A letter of 28 
July 1827 to AGS anticipates ‘an early & luxuriant harvest of Wheat & Oats’ and ‘great 
promise of abundance and the quality never better of Barley’. A letter of 1 October 1827 
to Beamish & Crawford states that the company has been ‘anxiously waiting your 
instructions to purchase Wheat’ (see also 5 November). A letter of the same date to AGS 
reports on a meeting of the principal purchasers of barley at which a price for barley in 
the Ballinacurra district was agreed. A letter of 26 October to AGS discusses the 
provisions of the late Malt Act, and a document, The Complaints of the English 
Maltsters. A letter of 19 November to J & G Whately informs them the quantity of prime 
red wheat they requested is presently on hand. A letter of 12 January 1829 to AGS 
expresses regret at the unlikelihood of further immediate orders, owing to the very low 
price of malt in Dublin (see also 26 December 1827). A letter of 15 April concerns ‘the 
unavoidable interruption to our connexion’, and to dealings with the Excise Board. A 
letter of 30 April to Lane & Co, Cork, relates to a delivery of malt. [Not marked ‘MS’ or 
‘Gen’] 
 
 
 B609/1/B/2 General Letters Letterbook, 12 February 1851 to 27 December 1855. A  
  damp press letterbook containing the impressions of outgoing letters from  
  McCall & Co for this period. Letters are signed by John Hallaran, his 
nephew William Hallaran Bennett, or simply on behalf of the company. The letters relate 
to purchase and delivery of malt and oats, shipping and insurance, coal purchases, and 
other dealings with customers, agents, and suppliers. The volume is indexed by 
addressee. AGS & Co are the most frequently occurring addressees. Others include 
Beamish and Crawford, JJ Murphy & Co, the Bank of Ireland, and Hobson Allfrey & Co 
(shipping insurers). In a letter of 23 September 1851 to Beamish and Crawford, the 
company rejects the ‘falsehoods… of our forcing up the price of Barley’, and discusses 
the present market. A letter of 19 January 1852 to AGS regards the failure of a customer, 
Mr Adams, and the resulting losses to the company (see also 21 January). A letter of 16 
October to AGS speaks of the falling off in receipts of barley ‘caused principally by the 
high prices given by the Youghal merchants’. A raising of the price offered by McCall & 
Co is proposed (see subsequent letters, e.g., 6 November). A letter of 29 January 1853 
regarding barley requirements discusses the continuing high prices, mentioning 
speculators in Youghal. It is noted that higher freight rates are also being paid, ‘good 
vessels being very scarce’. A letter of 25 March to Hobson Allfrey & Co concerns 
insuring of shipments of malt on the brigantine ‘Ellen Callanan’ of Cork. A letter of 12 
May to John Ashlin & Sons agrees to a price for a delivery of oats. It is noted ‘this offer 
we also make for the purpose of keeping up the old feeling of friendship hitherto existing 
between us, as we do not wish to accept less than we can get at home’. In a letter of 11 
October it is explained to AGS that it was not possible to lower prices ‘as our neighbours 
in the trade readily gave 17/- had we not followed we should have let all the prime corn 
pass our stores’. A letter of 27 January 1854 to G Atkins & Son relates to disposal of 
large stocks of grain malt still on hand. Letters of 1 and 3 March to J O’Shea & Son 
[agents] concerns attempts to sell oats and barley turned down at a late stage by a Mr 
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Hardy. A letter of 6 April to John Ashlin & Co refers to an enclosed order for £6 which 
McCall & Co have cashed ‘for a person going to emigrate’. A letter of 13 May to AGS 
concerns the government’s announcement that it is to increase the duty on malt. A letter 
of 18 August reports a change in the weather ‘most favourable to harvest operations’. It is 
added that ‘the accounts of the potatoe crop are conflicting’ but farmers ‘are hoping the 
blight is by degrees losing its power’. A letter of 7 September to George Atkins & Son 
concerns insurance of a house called Woodville in Kilgarvan, Co Kerry, taken by Mr 
Hallaran. A letter of 18 October to AGS discusses the quality and quantity of barley in 
the Ballinacurra district, and the opinion is offered that AGS ‘will be obliged to look to 
England for supplies of malt or malting barley’, adding ‘we would of course much prefer 
the latter not expecting to keep our Houses at full work at home, which is of serious 
importance to us, our harvest charges are much the same on half as full employment’. A 
letter of 24 October to P Jago comments on barley samples received and instructs him on 
further buying of barley for the company. A letter of 4 November to AGS discusses the 
latter’s concern at the poor quality and quantity of returns from Ballinacurra this season 
(see also 22 and 27 November). In a letter of 19 March 1855 reference is made to the 
‘trifling’ amount of corn being received, and it is remarked ‘our farmers must be 
consuming large quantities of their corn having to pay high prices for every article of 
food if forced to market’ (see also 12 March). In a letter of 16 July to John Ashlin & Sons 
it is noted ‘there are some rumours of potatoe blight, but the fields about us are still most 
healthy and luxuriant’ (in a letter of 1 August to AGS it is stated ‘the potatoe blight has 
become general and in some districts the roots are affected’). A letter of 31 August to 
AGS expresses surprise at, and comments on, the difference between the cost of malt 
made at Ballinacurra and that made for AGS in Dublin and Enniscorthy for the past 
season (see also 24 September regarding the state of the corn market in Cork). In a letter 
of 6 November it is remarked that barley on hand is not ‘as good as we would wish and 
we fear we shall have the same complaint to make for the season, also that, our receipts 
will be short of last season – we are obliged to reject so many parcels’. In a letter of 19 
November, John Ashlin & Sons are given first option to purchase oats in which, it is 
noted, interest has been expressed by ‘a member of one of our Cork English Houses’. A 
letter of 14 December to AGS discusses the possible purchase of English barley from 
Bristol. [Gen] 
 
 
B609/1/B/3 General Letters Letterbook, 10 April 1861 to 1 December 1867. A damp 
press letterbook. Indexed. Similar to above, with many of the same correspondents 
addressed. Many of the impressions of letters in this volume are quite faded. A letter of 
11 October 1862 expresses the growing conviction that the quality of malting barley this 
season ‘is far from what we could wish’. A letter of 20 December concerns floor-drying 
of Mountmellick barley. A letter of 28 February 1863 comments favourably on a delivery 
of Tralee barley. A letter of 13 April to AGS refers to attempts to sell barley screenings 
on the London and home markets. A letter of 28 August expresses hopes for ‘the most 
abundant yield we have had for many years’. Dated 15 October is a declaration by 
William H Bennett making entry of one Malt House at Charleston, and of its rooms and 
utensils as specified, with reference to a drawing [not present]. A letter of 15 February 
1865 to AGS explains that the company will be able to store 11000 barrels of malt in its 
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regular rooms, and so will require to ship a further 6-7000 barrels to AGS, if convenient. 
A letter of 30 June expresses disappointment and surprise at the damage to some of the 
malt sent as cargo aboard the ‘Margaret [Roster]’. A letter of 19 August to Thomas Smith 
notes the balance of company profits for the last three years. A letter of 5 September to 
AGS notes that farmers are using steam threshing machines, which are available on hire. 
A letter of 6 October comments on malt samples from Old Barley sent by AGS (‘the best 
we ever saw from Old Barley’), and expresses regret at McCall & Co’s lack of success in 
malting its own Old Barley. That this was not owing to want of kiln-drying is stressed. In 
a letter of 5 March 1866 to ‘Dear Sir’ [AGS Officer], William H Bennett agrees it is 
probable that stock at the company’s premises could be insured in Dublin at a lower rate 
than is possible locally. A letter of 7 July to AGS comments favourably on prospects for 
the coming harvest. It is noted that ‘potatoe blight is showing itself in many places on the 
leaves but it does not spread much and the crop is fast approaching maturity’. A letter of 
5 September notes that the poor prospects for wheat will increase demand for malt, 
raising prices. In a letter of 8 September it is stressed that, while AGS ‘do not approve of 
our purchasing Barley’, the market in Cork is such that ‘if we do not buy actively while 
the supply is offered we will be without stock to keep our Malt Houses at work unless 
you allow us to purchase from speculators, which we seldom have found satisfactory’. A 
letter of 2 October remarks on the storage capacities of three malt houses: ‘Village’, 
‘Connolly’s’, and the Bridge. A letter of 22 October discusses purchases of barley for 
AGS, both directly from farmers and through the agent Mr Jago. AGS is requested to pay 
Mr Jago’s commission, it being necessary to buy from him to ensure a full stock. It is 
added ‘we are very anxious to get a full stock as much for men’s interest as our own to 
give them employment and prevent emigration’. In a letter of 23 January 1867, reference 
is made to AGS’ intention to send some Danish barley for malting, and to the shipping of 
barley bought from Mr McCowan of Tralee. A letter of 4 September discusses return of 
remnant of Danish malt by rail, and notes the amount of Danish malt shipped this season, 
and the total malt shipped for the season. A letter of 16 October comments on Cork and 
other markets. Some letters from 1862 to 1864 occur at the back of the volume. [Gen] 
 
 
B609/1/B/4 General Letters Letterbook, 10 December 1867 to 21 September 1886.  
  Damp press letterbook. Partially indexed. There is water damage to many  
  of the pages.There is a gap in the letters from 24 April 1878 to 30 January 
1885. A letter of 12 December 1867 to AGS reports the purchase of a parcel of Limerick 
barley on the Cork market. A letter of 14 December to ‘My Lord’ refers to Kilshannig 
and Trabolgan barley. Letters of June and July 1868 comment very favourably on the 
season’s corn crops and potatoes. In a letter of 7 April 1869 to Messrs J O’Shea & Son 
[grain merchants], it is remarked ‘We think it would be friendly if you would 
occasionally let us hear from you as to the Markets, you are in the way of hearing all the 
news, we are not and often had a friendly hint from your Father’. There are many letters 
from July 1869 to AGS relating to difficulties in the sale of barley screenings to Messrs J 
Corcoran & Sons, Dublin. A letter of 20 August 1870 to AGS reports favourably as to the 
season’s crops, but notes the difficulty of predicting prices, as ‘the markets seem so 
uncertain under the influence of War’. A letter of 3 September to Thomas Smith concerns 
income tax and profits for 1869-70. A letter of 24 June 1871 to AGS draws attention to 
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‘the position we are placed in by the constantly increasing demands of our work-people 
for higher wages and the advance of charges in every department’, and notes that malting 
costs have doubled since the existing commission was agreed. A letter dated 7 February 
1872 to the Post master, Cork, inquires about the possibility of opening a telegraph office 
at Ballinacurra post office. A letter of 28 September to the Cork Distillers complains of 
the system of buying barley at the ‘opening price’. The opening price, yet to be known 
for this season, ‘we suppose rests as heretofore with Messrs Beamish & Crawford to fix’. 
A letter of 22 September 1874 to AGS expresses concern at the ‘unfavourable 
comparison we make with your other correspondents in the prices of Barley’, but notes 
the shortness of supply this season, and the ‘peculiar market’ in which the company 
operates. In a letter of 30 January 1885 to Francis Warham, Dublin, John H Bennett states 
‘I purpose carrying on the business of that firm [McCall & Co] in my own name until 
arrangements are made to enable me to resume the former title rendered void by my 
father’s death, as he was sole representative of McCall & Co’ [see also 23 February]. 
There are also several letters to AGS regarding continuing arrangements, and later legal 
letters regarding the succession. A letter of 6 October to Thomas Ryall concerns 
collection of overdue rent from tenants [of John H Bennett]. Bennett states his 
willingness to consider the ‘special circumstances’ of any who may seek ‘a moderate 
abatement and if distress really existed I would grant it as far as I could afford as I know 
agricultural depression is prevalent. I do not intend however to give way to an organised 
demand for reductions such as is now going the rounds’ [see also other letters on this 
subject, including 13 April 1886, in which Bennett states his willingness to sell to tenants 
under the Ashbourne Act; see also B609/9/A/5]. Undated [February 1886] is a statement 
of ‘Particulars of property at Ballinacurra Co Cork portion of estate of WH Bennett 
deceased required to be valued’ [for poor law valuation purposes]. Dated 28 May is a 
statement reengaging Edward Redmond as foreman maltster. In a reply to AGS dated 19 
June Bennett comments on the character and capabilities of ex head constable Vaughan 
of Midleton, a prospective agent for the sale of AGS grains in the Midleton district. 
Bennett notes he would have been happy to offer his own services in this regard. Dated 7 
September is a statement of contract on the part of John H Bennett with AGS for the 
manufacture of malt on commission for 1886/1887. [Gen] 
 
 
B609/1/B/5 General Letters Letterbook, 27 January 1887 to 9 September 1915. A  
  damp press letterbook. Partially indexed. In addition to copies of letters to  
  customers, suppliers, and business associates, the volume also contains 
copies of letters to architects and others regarding building work at Ballinacurra [see, 
e.g., 17 May 1887; 16 October 1896]. In addition, there are legal letters relating to 
personal and family finances [see, e.g., 4 August 1901], to tenants on John H. Bennett’s 
lands [e.g., 18 July 1892], and some personal letters [e.g., 16 September 1898 regarding 
purchase of yacht, Vanity]. A letter of 5 February 1887 to JF Codd, Dublin Corn 
Exchange, concerns a new seed scheme. Bennett agrees to place before farmers in his 
district ‘the generous offer of seed on such favourable terms’, and refers to ‘the disastrous 
failure of the barley crop last season’. Letters of 13 and 14 March 1888 concern the 
removal of a Mr Forde from his post as general assistant, book keeper and cashier, owing 
to his involvement in the theft of some barley.  He is offered a second assistant post 
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instead [see also B609/9/A/8]. A letter of 2 February 1889 to Hanrahan & Co, Cork, 
concerns Bennett’s tenancy of premises at Ballinacurra owned by Mr Longfield. Marked 
‘Murphy v Longfield’ [see also 11 & 19 June 1888]. In a letter of 13 September 1889 to 
Richard Heard, Clonakilty, Bennett explains the duties and conditions of employment 
involved in managing his farm. He also outlines the malt house work available to Mr 
Heard’s sons, but notes that he has no employment for his wife. In a letter of 25 
September 1890 to Beamish & Crawford, Bennett comments on the adverse effect which 
the paying of high prices for all qualities of barley is having on production standards in 
the district, and on his business, and outlining the approach he intends to take this season. 
A letter of 19 March 1894 to Cork Harbour Commissioners complains of the ‘grievous 
want of some sanitary accommodation in the shape of a water closet or earth closet upon 
your quay here [Ballinacurra]’. In a letter of 14 June 1894 to AGS, Bennett comments on 
the proposed railway from Midleton to Ballycotton. He thinks it unlikely to ‘get beyond 
the preliminary stage’. He notes such a railway ‘would greatly facilitate the conveyance 
of your stout to Ballycotton which place is annually becoming more popular as a sea side 
resort’, but adds that the railway ‘may tend to convey Barley past my Maltings to Cork 
and thus tend to raise prices here’. A long letter dated 24 April 1899 to Mr Ferguson, 
AGS, details the condition of buildings and production at Ballinacurra, and discusses a 
loan, or an increase in malting commission, to meet the costs involved in effecting 
substantial improvements [see also following letters, including 29 May to G.D. La 
Touche, AGS]. In a letter of 20 November 1899 to AGS, Bennett refers to his need for a 
new manager, Thomas Rea having fallen ill. He states ‘I do not need a high class maltster 
and least of all an Englishman who would assuredly be looked upon with jealous dislike 
by the other employees’. In a letter dated 29 March 1901 to AGS, Bennett expresses his 
‘very great disappointment at the prospect of obtaining no better terms of commission’, 
despite his interview with the directors, and his expenditure on plant and higher wages. 
He hopes for a concession to spare him ‘the sense of failure which must accrue if I have 
to regard myself as completely unremunerated for what has really been a very big effort 
on my part’ [see also B609/9/A/20]. A note in pencil records the steps taken by AGS in 
response to this appeal. In a letter of 10 May to AGS regarding his liabilities for 
improvements, Bennett makes reference to the building of labourers’ cottages. He states 
he is ‘by no means anxious’ to start building these, but notes the ‘tumble down’ and 
‘overcrowded’ state of existing houses, ‘with nobody to come to the rescue except the 
Firm or myself through the Firm’. A letter of 11 August 1901 to Dr Brown concerns the 
new [experimental] barley cultivations, and the possible extension of the business by 
Bennett taking a partner [see also 2 August 1902 to Mr Baird]. A letter of 16 December 
to Mr Sheringham [who has been running the experimental plots] concerns his new 
position as an official of the Department of Agriculture. In a letter of 22 January 1902, 
Bennett outlines the terms of an offer of an advance to his manager, Mr Smith, in 
consideration of his intention to marry. A letter of 11 November 1904 to AGS concerns 
the lease of a strip of ground to Cork Harbour Commissioners for a boat slip at 
Ballinacurra. In a letter of 28 May 1905 to ‘Janie’ [his sister, Mrs Humphreys], Bennett 
expresses himself ‘grieved and astonished’, in view of her limited income, at her decision 
to rent Woodview, and to go on a musical tour in America. In a letter of 11 August 1905 
to Mr La Touche, Bennett gives his reasons for a continuance of AGS’s ‘liberal policy 
towards Irish Barley’, warning of possible agitation against Guinness Stout, and the effect 
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on the barley and brewing industries in Ireland, if discontinued. He does so in spite of its 
‘comparative dearness’ next to English barley, and the lack of success of recent efforts 
‘to improve and increase its cultivation’. He expresses hope that the settlement of the 
‘Land Question… will induce a greater degree of industry and more tillage in tillage 
districts’ [see also 5 September 1906]. In a letter of 14 March 1906 to AGS regarding the 
stout contract for Midleton Workhouse, Bennett forwards a newscutting and explains the 
context behind it. The dispute involved arose over Bennett’s buying of barley from a 
farm ‘which a local attempt had been made to boycott with more or less success’, 
provoking condemnation of his actions by the local branch of the Land League. A legal 
case ensued, but peace was restored through the exertions of one local MP, Captain 
Donelan. A letter of 18 March 1908 to Mr Norton concerns the placing of Bennett’s son 
with his firm [Minch, Norton & Co, Maltsters] for two years [see also 18 September 
1913]. A letter of 8 March 1909 to Professor Campbell [DoA] concerns Midleton 
Agricultural Show Society. In a letter of 31 August to Mr La Touche, AGS, Bennett 
expresses his wish of building a new dwelling house at Charleston in substitution for his 
present house. In a letter of 3 June 1912 to DoA regarding the possible departure of 
Herbert Hunter from his position at the Cereal Station, Ballinacurra, Bennett states ‘I 
consider the matter of retaining Hunter’s services in Ireland of national importance to all 
those interested in cereals’. In a letter of 6 October 1912 to La Touche, Bennett gives 
details of a meeting of Cork barley buyers at which he was accused of breach of 
agreement for paying rail freight in addition to the agreed price. He notes ‘Mr Beamish 
made his charge in the most insulting manner making charges against my personal 
veracity and honour which I leave to you and the Board to estimate from your knowledge 
of me for the past 25 years’. He expresses anxiety at the effect competing local buyers 
and outside competition will have on prices now no agreement is in place. In a letter of 
19 March 1915 to AGS commenting on the effect on workmen’s wages of AGS’s 
decision to curtail the malting season, Bennett concedes ‘I know that all classes must 
suffer loss during the present national danger’. [MS] 
 
 
B609/1/B/6 General Letters Letterbook, 7 April 1888 to 9 September 1899. A damp  
  press letterbook. Indexed. [MS] 
 
 
B609/1/B/7 General Letters Letterbook, 7 September 1899 to 6 October 1903. A damp 
  press letterbook. Indexed. [MS] 
 
 
B609/1/B/8 General Letters Letterbook, 2 March 1901 to 14 January 1904. A   
  typescript carbon copy letterbook. Indexed. [Gen] 
 
 
B609/1/B/9 General Letters Letterbook, 6 October 1903 to 13 October 1906. A damp  
  press letterbook. Indexed. [MS] 
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B609/1/B/10 General Letters Letterbook, 14 January 1904 to 25 October 1905. A  
  typescript carbon copy letterbook. Indexed. [Gen] 
 
 
B609/1/B/11 General Letters Letterbook, 25 October 1905 to 18 December 1907. A  
  typescript carbon copy letterbook. Indexed. [Gen] 
 
 
B609/1/B/12 General Letters Letterbook, 16 October 1906 to 5 August 1911. A damp  
  press letterbook. Indexed. [MS] 
 
 
B609/1/B/13 General Letters Letterbook, 17 November 1907 to 27 May 1909. A  
  typescript carbon copy letterbook. Indexed. [Gen] 
 
 
B609/1/B/14 General Letters Letterbook, 18 December 1907 to 1 May 1911. A   
  typescript carbon copy letterbook. Indexed. [Gen] 
 
 
B609/1/B/15 General Letters Letterbook, 11 May 1911 to 15 May 1914. A typescript  
  carbon copy letterbook. Indexed. [Gen] 
 
 
B609/1/B/16 General Letters Letterbook, 5 August 1911 to 8 August 1917. A damp  
  press letterbook. Indexed. [MS] 
 
 
B609/1/B/17 General Letters Letterbook, 19 May 1914 to 14 November 1917. Indexed.  
  The volume contains typescript carbon copies of outgoing letters. [Gen] 
 
 
B609/1/B/18 General Letters Letterbook, 13 August 1917 to 19 June 1934. A damp  
  press letterbook. Indexed. The latest item present is a loose typescript  
  letter regarding Bennett’s purchase of the yacht Myth, built in 1912 for Mr 
W Martin Murphy. [MS] 
 
 
B609/1/B/19 General Letters Letterbook, 30 May 1919 to 25 August 1920. A typescript 
  carbon copy letterbook. Indexed. [Gen] 
 
 
B609/1/B/20 General Letters Letterbook, 15 August 1920 to 8 September 1921. A  
  typescript carbon copy letterbook. Indexed. From about this time many of  
  the letters are signed or initialled on Bennett’s behalf, by a manager or 
clerk. [Gen] 
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B609/1/B/21 General Letters Letterbook, 8 September 1921 to 16 February 1923. A  
  typescript carbon copy letterbook. Indexed. [Gen] 
 
 
B609/1/B/22 General Letters Letterbook, 16 February 1923 to 26 November 1924. A  
  typescript carbon copy letterbook. Indexed. [Gen] 
 
 
B609/1/B/23 General Letters Letterbook, 27 November 1924 to 24 August 1925. A  
  typescript carbon copy letterbook. Indexed. A note of ‘Important Letters’  
  precedes the index in this and some subsequent volumes. These include 
DoA reports on seed barley. Two letters from 1925 occur at the back of the volume. 
[Gen] 
 
 
B609/1/B/24 General Letters Letterbook, 11 March 1926 to 7 June 1927. A typescript  
  carbon copy letterbook. Indexed. [Gen] 
 
 
B609/1/B/25 General Letters Letterbook, 7 June 1927 to 6 April 1929. A typescript  
  carbon copy letterbook. Indexed. [Gen] 
 
B609/1/B/26 General Letters Letterbook, 8 April 1929 to 4 November 1930. A   
  typescript carbon copy letterbook. Indexed. [Gen] 
 
 
B609/1/B/27 General Letters Letterbook, 4 November 1930 to 26 March 1932. A  
  typescript carbon copy letterbook. Indexed. [Gen] 
 
B609/1/B/28 General Letters, outgoing, 28 March 1932 to 29 August 1932 
 
 
B609/1/B/29 General Letters, outgoing, September 1932 to August 1933 
 
 
B609/1/B/30 General Letters, outgoing, September 1933 to August 1934 
   
 
B609/1/B/31 General Letters, outgoing, September 1934 to August 1935 
  [The files get much bigger from this point on.] 
 
 
B609/1/B/32 General Letters, outgoing, September 1935 to August 1936 
   



B609/ 

All Rights Reserved © Cork City and County Archives 2008 51

 
B609/1/B/33 General Letters, outgoing, September 1936 to August 1937 
   
 
B609/1/B/34 General Letters, outgoing, September 1937 to August 1938 
   
 
B609/1/B/35 General Letters, outgoing, September 1938 to August 1939 
 
   
B609/1/B/36 General Letters, outgoing, September 1939 to August 1940 
   
 
B609/1/B/37 General Letters, outgoing, September 1940 to August 1941 
   
 
B609/1/B/38 General Letters, outgoing, September 1941 to August 1942 
  [Several letters in fragile condition] 
 
 
B609/1/B/39 General Letters, outgoing, September 1942 to August 1943 
   
 
B609/1/B/40 General Letters, outgoing, September 1943 to August 1944 
  [Letters 410 to 499 not present] 
 
 
B609/1/B/41 General Letters, outgoing, September 1944 to August 1945 
   
 
B609/1/B/42 General Letters, outgoing, September 1945 to August 1946 
   
 
B609/1/B/43 General Letters, outgoing, September 1946 to August 1947 
   
 
B609/1/B/44 General Letters, outgoing, September 1947 to August 1948 
   
 
B609/1/B/45 General Letters, outgoing, September 1948 to August 1949 
   
 
B609/1/B/46 General Letters, outgoing, September 1949 to August 1950 
   
 
B609/1/B/47 General Letters, outgoing, September 1950 to August 1951 
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B609/1/B/48 General Letters, outgoing, September 1951 to June 1952 
   
 
B609/1/B/49 General Letters, outgoing, July 1952 to June 1953 
 
 
B609/1/B/50 General Letters, outgoing, July 1953 to June 1954 
   
 
B609/1/B/51 General Letters, outgoing, July 1954 to June 1955 
 
 
B609/1/B/52 General Letters, outgoing, July 1955 to June 1956 
   
 
B609/1/B/53 General Letters, outgoing, July 1956 to June 1957 
 
 
B609/1/B/54 General Letters, outgoing, July 1957 to June 1958 
   
 
B609/1/B/55 General Letters, outgoing, July 1958 to June 1959 
 
 
B609/1/B/56 General Letters, outgoing, July 1959 to June 1960 
   
 
B609/1/B/57 General Letters, outgoing, July 1960 to June 1961 
 
 
B609/1/B/58 General Letters, outgoing, July 1961 to June 1962 
   
 
B609/1/B/59 General Letters, outgoing, July 1962 to June 1963 
 
 
B609/1/B/60 General Letters, outgoing, July 1963 to June 1964 
   
 
B609/1/B/61 General Letters, outgoing, July 1964 to June 1965 
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B609/1/B/62 General Letters, outgoing, July 1965 to June 1966 
 
 
B609/1/B/63 General Letters, outgoing, July 1966 to June 1967 
 
 
B609/1/B/64 General Letters, outgoing, July 1967 to July 1968 
   
 
B609/1/B/65 General Letters, outgoing, August 1968 to July 1969 
 
 
B609/1/B/66 General Letters, outgoing, July 1969 to July 1970 
 
 
B609/1/B/67 General Letters, outgoing, August 1970 to July 1971 
   
 
B609/1/B/68 General Letters, outgoing, August 1971 to July 1972 
 
 
B609/1/B/69 General Letters, outgoing, August 1972 to July 1973 
 
 
B609/1/B/70 General Letters, outgoing, August 1973 to July 1974 
 
 
B609/1/B/71 General Letters, outgoing, August 1974 to July 1975 
 
 
B609/1/B/72 General Letters, outgoing, September 1975 to May 1976 
  [Items 1-12 not present] 
 
 
B609/1/B/73 General Letters, outgoing, July 1976 to June 1977 
   
 
B609/1/B/74 Correspondence, May to December 1977 
 
 
B609/1/B/75 Correspondence, January to December 1978 
   
 
B609/1/B/76 Correspondence, January to December 1979 
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B609/1/B/77 Correspondence, January to December 1980 
 
 
B609/1/B/78 Correspondence, January to December 1981 
   
 
B609/1/B/79 Correspondence, January to December 1982 
 
 
B609/1/B/80 Correspondence, January to December 1983 
 
 
B609/1/B/81 Correspondence, January to December 1984 
 
 
B609/1/B/82 Correspondence, January to December 1985 
 
 
B609/1/B/83 Correspondence, January to December 1986 
   
 
B609/1/B/84 Correspondence, January to December 1987 
 
 
B609/1/B/85 Correspondence, January to December 1988 
 
 
B609/1/B/86 Correspondence, January to December 1989 
 
 
 
B609/1/C Incoming Letters, A-Z Series, 1939-1964 
 
 
 
  A small group of files labelled ‘Letters Received’, covering the period  
  from the late 1930s to the 1960s. The letters on these files have been 
grouped into alphabetical order. The first file present is labelled ‘A’, but some files cover 
more than one letter. The files are sub-arranged alphabetically by the second letter of the 
subject’s name or title. Reflecting the outgoing letters for the same period (B609/1/B, 
above), these letters are from growers, suppliers, stakeholders, and the public. See also 
B609/1/D.  
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B609/1/C/1 Correspondence, File ‘A’, c1939-64. Similar to above. Contains many  
  letters from Associated Seed Growers Ltd, especially in the period 1942- 
  47. 
 
 
B609/1/C/2 File ‘B’ 
 
 
B609/1/C/3 File ‘C’. Includes letters from Cork County Council, many regarding  
  water supply. 
 
 
B609/1/C/4 Correspondence ‘D’. Present is a sketch drawing for malt house   
  equipment by J Jessop Davis, engineer and millwright, St John’s Works,  
  Enniscorthy, Co Wexford (17 July 1931). 
 
 
B609/1/C/5 Correspondence ‘E’. Present is a letter dated 18 January 1946 from the  
  Eire Potato Marketing Association, regarding membership. 
 
 
B609/1/C/6 File ‘F’ 
 
 
B609/1/C/7 File ‘G’ 
 
 
B609/1/C/8 File ‘H’ 
   
 
B609/1/C/9 File ‘I’. Includes letters from IME and IMA. 
 
 
B609/1/C/10 File ‘J’ 
 
 
B609/1/C/11 File ‘K’ 
 
 
B609/1/C/12 File ‘L’ 
   
 
B609/1/C/13 File ‘M’ 
 
 
B609/1/C/14 File ‘N’ 
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B609/1/C/15 File ‘O’ 
   
 
B609/1/C/16 File ‘P-Q’ 
 
 
B609/1/C/17 File ‘R’ 
 
 
B609/1/C/18 File ‘S’ 
   
 
B609/1/C/19 File ‘T’ 
 
 
B609/1/C/20 File ‘U-V’ 
 
 
B609/1/C/21 File ‘W-X-Y-Z’ 
 
 
 
B609/1/D Letters Received, 1900-70 
 
 
 
  Letters Received, 1900-70. The letters in these files differ from those in  
  the above section. Often quite personal in tone, the letters up to the 1930s  
   generally relate to scientific aspects of barley cultivation, while later 
letters relate more to the business of JHB and to personal, internal, and local matters. 
Correspondents include the Department of Agriculture [see also B609/6/D and B609/7/A-
B, below], the Cereal Station, other maltings, and scientific bodies, such as Albert 
Agricultural College, Glasnevin, and Cambridge University School of Agriculture. 
Subjects include seed and soil tests, experimental plots, analyses, distribution, and 
samples. From the mid-1930s on, significant numbers of personal letters occur and more 
outgoing letters are present. Local and internal issues are the main subjects. There are a 
few AGS letters present also [e.g., in B609/1/D/6, below]. The files are grouped by 
decade (1900-10; 1910-20, etc), this rearrangement seemingly carried out by the 
Company, perhaps to put order on loose letters. Items are generally in reverse 
chronological order, although some related letters have been grouped together. 
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B609/1/D/1 Letters received, 1900-10. A letter of 23 November 1900 from E   
  Smithwick & Sons, Kilkenny, to John H Bennett, is in regard to the RDS  
  Barley Competition, and contains enclosures. A letter of 6 June 1903 from 
the Analytical Laboratory, Tudor St, London, reports on soil samples sent by JHB. A 
letter of 21 May 1904 from Alan McMullan, AGS, to Bennett, concerns analyses of the 
Experimental Plots. 14 Items 
 
 
B609/1/D/2 Letters received, 1910-20. In a letter of 3 October 1920, John W. Stewart,  
  Farmer and Flax Mill Owner, Boghill, Coleraine, Co, Derry, withdraws  
  his offer for seed flax from JHB. Dated 6 February 1917 and attached to a 
DATI Compulsory Tillage form is a return of land of which JHB is the rated occupier, 
and its cropping (what is grown on each property) in 1916-17. Among 1916 items is a 
return of yield of pure cereals obtained at JHB’s farm, Ballinacurra. c27 Items 
 
 
B609/1/D/3 Letters received, 1920-30. This file contains a small number of personal  
  letters of John H Bennett, including one dated 4 February 1929 from  
  Exham Solicitors regarding probate costs, and one of 23 January 1928 
concerning a legacy given to his late wife. There is also a small grouping of letters 
regarding the formation of a private limited company, and a new lease of Ballinacurra 
Malting House from Colonel Longfield (1927-28). A letter of 9 February 1925 is from 
Bennett to the Secretary of Midleton Agricultural Show Society, regarding the Show’s 
accounts. There are many DATI letters present, such as those of February 1925 regarding 
seed barley. A report of 10 March 1924 concerns measures to arrest further use of an 
inferior variety of Spratt-Archer barley issued in 1921 and 1922 for seed. A DATI letter 
of 21 April 1921 forwards department documents, 1917-18, as being of possible interest 
to Mr Bennett. A small folder placed at the back of the file groups letters from Deasy & 
Co, Clonakilty, 1921-30. DATI letters have been placed at the front of the file. 
 
 
B609/1/D/4 Letters received, 1930-40. In a letter of 4 November 1937, WJ Ferguson, a 
  pupil at Midleton College, accepts the position offered to him by Mrs  
  Bennett, to start in January. A letter of 30 January from the Institute of 
Brewing, London, refers to the death of Mr JH Bennett. Among January 1937 letters are 
several regarding a Mr Corry, a local farmer and Fianna Fail TD. Present is a Statement 
of Farm Account to 1 May 1936, noting stock, wages, goods, crops, livestock, and other 
items. Also present is a small bundle of letters, the latest dated 25 November 1935, 
regarding the death of Michael Collins, a JHB employee. From 1935 on, letters are 
generally addressed to Miss D. Trevor McNeill, Bennett’s step-daughter, and more 
outgoing letters are present. A letter of 28 November 1935 from Miss McNeill to GB 
Taylor, Ballinacurra Lodge, informs him of JHB’s termination of their business 
connection with him. A letter of 2 May 1935 from McNeill to Alex Cranfield concerns 
arrangements for skippering Mr Bennett’s yacht, ‘Myth’, for the latter’s summer outing, 
as he is too poorly to take charge himself. A personal letter dated 11 August 1933 is from 
‘Geoff’ [GV Philcox, family friend and one-time prospective business partner], 9 Riviera 
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Mansions, Killarney, South Africa [see also B609/9/A/51]. A small number of letters 
present are addressed to Trevor West, Principal, Midleton College [husband of Mrs 
Dorothy West]. A note of 27 May 1932 acknowledges a contribution to Cumann na 
nGaedheal. DoA letters have been placed at the front of the file. 
 
 
B609/1/D/5 Letters received, 1940-50. In a letter of 9 December 1949, the auditing  
  firm of Magennis, Burns, Griffin, & Co forward Account and Balance  
  Sheet for the year ended 31 August 1949. Present is a statement of rates of 
pay, January 1943. A letter of 1 April 1941 concerns complaints of dust from the Cloyne 
Clay Company’s works [see also B609/9/E/6]. There are fewer scientific letters on this 
and subsequent files, though DoA letters still occur. 
 
 
B609/1/D/6 Letters received, 1950-60. Present is legal correspondence from January- 
  February 1956 concerning lands held by Laurence Leahy of Innegrega,  
  Midleton. Much correspondence with other maltings is present, regarding 
staff and local issues. Among 1955 letters is correspondence with Chillingworth and 
Levie, architects, regarding extension of the Cereal Station. A note of 12 September by 
Sir RHV Levinge, AGS, describes the organisation of JHB’s Management Committee, 
and stresses the need for re-organisation, as four out of the five members of the 
committee are now directors, so that de facto it is very like the Board of Directors [see 
B609/4/B & C below]. In a letter of 16 May 1966, Gerald O’Mahony, 4 The Crescent, 
Midleton, thanks the Board for a loan allowing him to purchase his new car. A note of 4 
August 1954 gives estimated expenditure for the Cereal Station [see B609/7/C below]. A 
letter of 27 March 1953 contains a copy of an agreement between Midleton Worsted 
Mills and the ITGWU. Also present is correspondence (September-December 1952) with 
the National Lorry Owners’ Association. 
 
 
B609/1/D/7 Letters received, 1960-70. This file has four distinct parts. The first is  
  loose items post-1965. The second is a file wallet of letters 1965 to 1969.  
  The third is letters 1960 to 1962 (mainly financial accounts), and the 
fourth is a letterbook 1963, sub-divided in parts a. and b. Part a. is stated to contain 
personal letters, and part b. contains job applications and related letters. The majority of 
letters present are outgoing. There is much correspondence present with T Meehan, The 
Crescent Trust Co, Dublin, which acts as company secretary to JHB, handling salary and 
revenue affairs. A letter of 2 November 1960 notes a 20% salary increase for Mrs West 
and Mr Read, JHB. It is noted that Mr Read gets a free house, light, and coal. The 
‘personal’ part of the letterbook in fact contains many business letters, the more personal 
items being letters to other maltsters and seed merchants. These include Lt Col Bradish, 
Tom Davis, Mrs Hutson, Franz Latchford, Midleton College, Allan Navratil, and Leslie 
Thompson. Present is correspondence regarding the appointment of Thomas O’Sullivan 
of Rosehill as an agricultural advisor to the Cereal Station. Also documented are dealings 
with legal representatives (Exham O’Flynn), and stockbrokers (Alfred Beale & Son, 
Cork). The part containing applications for jobs and references is indexed. 



B609/ 

All Rights Reserved © Cork City and County Archives 2008 59

 
 
 
B609/1/E Other Letters Received, 1937-98 
 
 
 
  This section contains all correspondence filed as such but not falling into  
  any of the sections above. It mainly consists of further files of general or  
  ‘mixed’ correspondence. Complete series of Department of Agriculture 
correspondence [B609/6/D, B609/7/A-B] and Management Committee correspondence 
[B609/4/B] have been placed elsewhere. The files in the present sub-section include 
letters to and from growers, suppliers, stakeholders, DoA, government agencies, 
scientific bodies, and the public (B609/1/E/1-18). The letters are mainly incoming. Also 
placed in this section are the few remaining files of correspondence with a single 
supplier, or on a single subject (e.g., Electricity Supply Board: B609/1/E/19-20; 
Departments of Supplies and Posts and Telegraphs: B609/1/E/21). Items in files 
B609/1/E/1-3, which were originally in a disordered state, are in reverse chronological 
order, although items from the same source in the same year have been grouped together. 
 
 
B609/1/E/1 Other General Letters, incoming, 1938-48 (1909-32). This file is mainly  
  comprised of general correspondence from 1938 to 1948. Also present is a 
  small file of DoA correspondence from 1909 to 1932. Among 1947 letters 
are notes and figures regarding a marigold experiment. A return of Wheat (Seed) 
Assemblers’ Permit Holders is also present. There are many letters from December 1944 
to December 1945 from the Cork South Health District regarding water supply. A letter 
of 18 December 1938 from the Secretary, South Cork Board of Health, to John H 
Bennett, refers to the ‘urgency of the water problem at Ballinacurra’. A form dated 20 
November 1941 records JHB’s agreement to take 15 acres of land in conacre from the 
Irish Land Commission at Crocane, Whitehall, Cloyne, Co Cork, the land to be used for 
growing corn. A circular dated 31 July 1940 regarding war risk and the impracticability 
of insuring cargoes during wartime proposes the creation of a Mutual Protection 
Association to provide a common fund allowing some measure of compensation. There 
are many letters throughout from Guy & Co, Printers and Stationers, Cork. The small 
DoA file includes weekly accounts of labour (1909) and departmental travelling expenses 
(1929). There is a gap from 1910 to 1924. 
 
 
B609/1/E/2 Other General Letters, incoming, 1938-53. This file is similar to the  
  above, with much overlap, although both originally formed distinct files.  
  This file contains many letters of a more personal tone. Present are a 
number of letters from late September 1945 from H Costello-Hunt, Officer-commanding, 
8th Cyclists’ Squadron, Cobh, recommending men for employment with JHB. There are 
many letters from 1950 to 1953 from farmers ordering seed oats of the Victory and 
Glasnevin Triumph varieties [see also B609/9/E/3]. These have been grouped together at 
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the back of the file, with some loose material. This includes some pages containing rough 
architectural sketches on the back of which are portions of a case for counsel in the estate 
of Avice Bennett, deceased (died 8 October, Berlin, Germany, unmarried). Business 
correspondents in the main part of the file include Associated Seed Growers, Avery 
Equipment, Dungarvan Co-Op, some farmers, and DoA. 
 
 
B609/1/E/3 Other General Letters, incoming, 1937-49. Similar to the two preceding  
  files, most letters are from 1940 to 1947. This file contains laundry bills  
  from the Metropole Laundry (21 April 1945). Other recurring 
correspondents are Minch Norton, maltsters, Dublin; JA Miller, Business Systems and 
Printing, Dublin; Castlelyons Co-Op. There is much reference to wartime shortages and 
emergency powers, with many letters from the Department of Industry and Commerce 
present. Also present is a small bundle of letters from March-April 1947 from County 
Committees of Agriculture, making seed orders. Printed matter placed at back of file. 
 
 
B609/1/E/4 Letters received, Suppliers, c1940-48. Letters, grouped together in A-Z  
  order by suppliers’ name. Goods supplied include coal, stationery, sacks,  
  and services such as engineering. The letters mainly cover suppliers 
named from letters M to S. Correspondents include: JJ Murphy (brewers); Plant 
Protection (pesticides); FC Porte (electrical engineers); Shorthorn Society (membership 
organisation); Stephenson, Clarke, and Associates (coal exporters); and Sutton’s (coal 
importers). 
 
 
B609/1/E/5 Letters received, c1939-55. Letters from customers, mainly farmers and  
  growers, with some from agents and small suppliers, regarding sale and  
  purchase of barley and seed barley. The letters are in A-Z order, but 
mainly cover only the letters K-S, with a few B-D items. 
 
 
B609/1/E/6 Other General Correspondence, 1962-67. This small file contains letters  
  from AGS, IME, and E Smithwick & Sons, brewers. Correspondence with 
  customers and suppliers present is mainly from 1967. 
 
 
B609/1/E/7 Other General Correspondence, 1963-65. Mainly incoming letters,   
  arranged in A-Z order. The letters are generally in regard to goods and  
  services, with many unsolicited. Correspondents include Associated Farm 
Suppliers (a company in which JHB holds shares); Bank of Ireland; Coyle Assurance; 
and IME. 
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B609/1/E/8 ‘1966 Correspondence’. Similar to the preceding files, with letters   
  received from goods and service providers and other stakeholders grouped 
  in A-Z order. Correspondents include Ards Malting Co; Cork Harbour 
Commissioners; DF Doyle & Co, General Stevedores, Lapp’s Quay, Cork; IME. 
Shipping and related requirements (charter parties, agents and handlers) a frequent 
subject. 
 
 
B609/1/E/9 ‘1967 Correspondence’. Contains many letters from Coyle & Co, insurers. 
  Also present is a Cork Steam Packet Company estimate dated 5 January  
  1967. 
 
 
B609/1/E/10 ‘Correspondence 1968-70’. Present is a letter from Chillingworth & Levie, 
  architects, Cork, regarding work at Rosehill, Ballinacurra. Dated 31 March 
  1969 is a form of licence under the Poisons and Pharmacy Act 1908. from 
Cork County Council. Also present is a letter from the FCA, Midleton, regarding use of 
JHB sandpits for firing practice. 
 
 
B609/1/E/11 ‘1971 Correspondence’. A letter of 1 July 1971 from Daniel R Casey,  
  plumber, Midleton, quotes for installation of a fire valve. A letter of 10  
  February from Dublin Chamber of Commerce to Miss Rita Paul, JHB, 
acknowledges hers of 4 February informing them of Dorothy West’s retirement. 
 
 
B609/1/E/12 ‘Correspondence 1972’. Some letters in response to jobs advertised  
  present. 
 
 
B609/1/E/13 ‘Correspondence 1973’. Present is a letter dated 4 May 1973 from Wm  
  Fry & Sons, solicitors, Dublin, regarding the case of Palgrave Murphy Ltd 
  (in liquidation) versus JHB. 
 
 
B609/1/E/14 ‘Correspondence etc 1974’. Present dated 28 May 1974 from Cork County 
  Council is a grant of planning permission for a drying and storage plant at  
  Ballinacurra. 
 
 
B609/1/E/15 ‘1975 Correspondence’. This file contains legal and insurance   
  correspondence regarding staff. Staff matters, such as injuries, are   
  documented on most of these files. 
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B609/1/E/16 ‘1976 Correspondence’. The file contains a small bundle (filed under S)  
  on the European Communities (Cereal Seed) Regulations, 1976 (SI No  
  232 of 1976). 
 
 
B609/1/E/17 Correspondence 1981. Files for intervening years not present. 
 
 
B609/1/E/18 Correspondence 1982. 
   
 
B609/1/E/19 Correspondence, 1984-98. A-Z by year, includes many requests for  
  references and copies of references sent. Letters are generally incoming  
  and of a non- business nature. 
 
 
B609/1/E/20 Electricity Supply Board (ESB) Correspondence, 1930-34. File includes  
  correspondence, receipts, bills, agreements, tenders for services, and  
  details of installations. 
 
 
B609/1/E/21 ESB Letters, Accounts, and Receipts, January 1938 to July 1940. Mainly  
  letters of receipt, cut down to the size of an invoice slip. [This has caused  
  flaking at edges, leaving the items much deteriorated]. 
 
 
B609/1/E/22 Letters from Department of Supplies, 1941-45, with one item from   
  Department of Posts and Telegraphs, 1944. Small file. 
 
 
 



B609/ 

All Rights Reserved © Cork City and County Archives 2008 63

B690/2  MANAGEMENT OF BARLEY AND MALT PRODUCTION 
 
 
 
  Records relating to all aspects of management of barley and malt   
  production by and on behalf of JHB. The records cover agreements and  
  dealings with growers, sale and distribution of seed, purchase of barley, 
harvest returns, processing deliveries, and drying and roasting of malt. Some of the 
records also cover other crops, e.g. oats, as well as barley and malting by-products. There 
is some overlap with the more financial records in the part following (B609/3), and the 
presence of financial information is noted. 
 
 
 
B609/2/A Barley Growers, 1951-2006 
 
 
 
  Barley Growers and Growing. Records of contracts with farmers as barley  
  growers for JHB. The contractors agree to purchase seed from JHB, and to 
  sell their crop to them. The section also includes files relating specifically 
to dealings with growers. Agreements could also cover purchase of fertiliser from JHB 
and payment of freight costs. See also B609/2/F/3 below. 
 
 
B609/2/A/1 Barley Growers’ Book, 1951-69. Volume recording growers of seed  
  barley and binder malting barley, and samples submitted. Collates   
  information on classification, number of barrels, purity, appearance, and 
other features. [See also B609/2/G/2, below] 
 
 
B609/2/A/2 Seed Barley Growers’ Book, 1973-78. Records growers of different  
  varieties, and whether pedigree or commercial seed. List of cereal station  
  growers also present. 
 
 
B609/2/A/3 Barley Contractors Record Cards, c1955-68. Cards noting name, details of 
  year, and of delivery and of seed purchased. Remarks also noted. 
 
 
B609/2/A/4 Contractor/Purchaser Notebook, 1969. Notes name, address, and figures.  
  Purpose not clear. 
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B609/2/A/5 Forms of Registration to Grow barley for JHB, 1969. Books of carbon  
  copies of registration forms signed by growers.  [see also B609/2/A/13-20, 
  below] 
 
 
B609/2/A/6 Clonakilty Barley Contracts, record sheets, 1970-73. The sheets note  
  contract number, name, address, variety, quantity of barley contracted for,  
  quantity delivered, and seed purchased. [See also B609/1/A/52] 
 
 
B609/2/A/7 Barley Contracts, Clonakilty Area, 1972, Book 2. Forms of registration. 
 
 
B609/2/A/8 List, Deasy’s Contractors. Clonakilty area, undated. This list is typed, with 
  a rough ms draft also present. 
 
 
B609/2/A/9 Barley Contract Numbers and Addresses, 1980. Folder of names,   
  addresses, and quantities of each type of barley grown for malting. 
 
 
B609/2/A/10 Lists of growers and contracts, seed and malting barley, 1982 and 1983.  
  Records contract number, name and address, variety of barley, whether  
  intended for AGS or IME, and balance due. 
 
 
B609/2/A/11 Barley Contractor’s Record Cards. Plastic, bound cards, noting name,  
  address, and contract number of growers of malting barley. Undated  
  [1980s]. 
 
 
B609/2/A/12 Barley Contracts, 1994 [in-house record] 
 
 
B609/2/A/13 Forms of Registration to Grow barley for JHB, 1996. Books of carbon  
  copies of registration forms signed by growers. 6 books. [See also   
  B609/2/A/5 above] 
 
 
B609/2/A/14 Forms of Registration to Grow barley for JHB, 1997. 6 books. 
 
 
B609/2/A/15 Forms of Registration to Grow barley for JHB, 1998. 5 books. 
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B609/2/A/16 Forms of Registration to Grow barley for JHB, 1999. 6 books. A file of  
  signed contract forms (not carbon copies) also present for this year. 
 
 
B609/2/A/17 Forms of Registration to Grow barley for JHB, 2000. 5 books. A file of  
  signed contract forms (not carbon copies) also present for this year. 
 
 
B609/2/A/18 Forms of Registration to Grow barley for JHB, 2001. 5 books. 
 
 
B609/2/A/19 Forms of Registration to Grow barley for JHB, 2002. 5 books. A file of  
  signed contract forms (not carbon copies) also present for this year. 
 
 
B609/2/A/20 Forms of Registration to Grow barley for JHB, 2003. 5 books. A file of  
  signed contract forms (not carbon copies) also present for this year. 
 
 
B609/2/A/21 Harvest Cards, 2001-06. Six bound sets of cards containing grower details, 
  including tonnes of barley delivered for the season and quantity of seed  
  required for next season for each grower. Related to grower contracts 
(B609/2/A/13-20, 23, and 24). [See also B609/2/A/22.] 
 
 
B609/2/A/22 Delivery Records, 1980-82. Bound set of cards documenting deliveries  
  from each contractor for the years 1980-83, though not all growers made  
  deliveries in each year. A grower/contractor record rather than a formal 
record of delivery, possibly a precursor to the harvest cards above (B609/2/A/15). 
 
 
B609/2/A/23 Contracts (contractor details), 2003-06. Three sets of bound forms   
  returned by growers/contractors when ordering seed, giving contact  
  details, VAT numbers, and number of acres for which seed of each type is 
required. Maintained as a record of contractors. 
 
 
B609/2/A/24 Updating Records (contractors) [c2001]. Set of bound cards containing  
  contact and other details similar to B609/2/A/17 above. Seemingly used to 
  update existing contractor records. 
 
 
B609/2/A/25 Growers file, 1987. Safety letters, circular letters to growers, and   
  compliments slips for prospective growers. 
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B609/2/B Weather Reports, 1931-93 
 
 
  Weather Reports, 1931-83. Weekly and monthly weather reports and  
  summaries, compiled by JHB. Information was gathered for business  
  reasons, but also owing to John H Bennett’s interest in meteorology. 
Monthly reports are essentially meteorological, and were sent to the Meteorological 
Service. Weekly reports, on forms headed ‘Barley Reports’, were sent to AGS during the 
season, from sowing to harvesting. Most files include a year-end summary. Some files of 
letters and other notes are also present (see B609/2/B/21, 22, and 26). 
 
 
 
B609/2/B/1 Weather Reports, 1931. Mainly monthly reports completed by John H  
  Bennett, noting highest and lowest temperature and pressure, total rainfall, 
  total and average bright sunshine, comments on winds, and general 
remarks. There is also a year end summary report. 
 
 
B609/2/B/2 Weather Reports, 1932 
 
 
B609/2/B/3 Weather Reports, 1933. In addition to monthly reports, this and   
  subsequent files include weekly reports as sent to AGS during the barley  
  season. These reports comment on the weather and general conditions 
during the three main periods: Spring (Sowing Time), Summer (Growing Period), and 
Harvest. All are for Charleston Maltings. 
 
 
B609/2/B/4 Weather Reports, 1934 
 
 
B609/2/B/5 Weather Reports, 1935 
 
 
B609/2/B/6 Weather Reports, 1936 
 
 
B609/2/B/7 Weather Reports, 1937 
 
 
B609/2/B/8 Weather Reports, 1938 
 
 
B609/2/B/9 Weather Reports, 1939 
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B609/2/B/10 Weather Reports, 1940 
 
 
B609/2/B/11 Weather Reports, 1941 
 
 
B609/2/B/12 Weather Reports, 1942 
 
 
B609/2/B/13 Weather Reports, 1943 
 
 
B609/2/B/14 Weather Reports, 1944 
 
 
B609/2/B/15 Weather Reports, 1945 
 
 
B609/2/B/16 Weather Reports, 1946 
 
 
B609/2/B/17 Weather Reports, 1947.This file also contains a note of the history of  
  weather observations at Ballinacurra. This, it is explained, begun in 1905  
  at the suggestion of DATI. The Ballinacurra observations are now 
recognised by the Meteorological Service, under the Department of Industry and 
Commerce. 
 
 
B609/2/B/18 Weather Reports, 1948 
 
 
B609/2/B/19 Weather Reports, 1949 
 
 
B609/2/B/20 Weather Reports, 1950 
 
 
B609/2/B/21 Weather Observations, general file, 1904-38. Includes a letter from the  
  Agricultural Meteorology Committee of the Ministry of Agriculture and  
  Fisheries, UK, dated 22 May 1930; Rainfall at Ballinacurra figures, 1928, 
1930; Letter from Meteorological Office, London, 18 May 1933; Table of average 
temperature, sunshine, and rain at Ballinacurra, monthly, 1905-35, dated 1 April 1936; 
Ms table, highest and lowest barometer, 1904-27. 
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B609/2/B/22 Pocket Register for Climatological Observations 1 June 1963 to 15 August 
  1965. For Ballinacurra Weather Station. 
 
 
B609/2/B/23 Weekly weather reports/barley reports, 1966-77. By JHB, from Charleston 
  Maltings. 
 
 
B609/2/B/24 Monthly Summaries of Weather Observations at Charleston, Ballinacurra,  
  February to November 1968 [‘July 1967’ stated in error]. 
 
 
B609/2/B/25 Weather and Barley Reports, 1978-93. Reports from JHB to AGS for the  
  barley season, grouped and filed as weather records. 
 
 
B609/2/B/26 File of copies of correspondence between JHB Ltd and the meteorological  
  services in London and Dublin, regarding weather reports from   
  Ballinacurra, 1930-39. Also present are copies of inspectors’ reports and 
other forms of report carried out by the Meteorological Office, Air Ministry, London, 
1924-26. A few other letters, 1953-55, and one from 1966, are also present. The copies 
were acquired by Trevor West, son of Dorothy West, and there is present a letter to him 
forwarding copies of correspondence regarding meteorological instruments at 
Ballinacurra. 
 
 
 
B609/2/C Barley Returns, 1907-39 
 
 
 
 
  Barley Reports/Returns, 1907-39. Weekly returns made during harvest  
  time. The returns note barrels purchased during week, price paid,   
  previously advised quantity and price, total local purchases to date, 
receipts to date (Local and Other Districts), total barley offered this week, barley for 
which farmers rejected the price, and barley purchased for seed. Remarks and Estimation 
of Yield headings occur at the foot of the page. In general a standard form is used, headed 
as being from Charleston Maltings, and sent to the Malt Department, AGS. The forms 
present are JHB copies. The period covered is generally September to December. [See 
also B609/2/J/8-10 below] 
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B609/2/C/1 Barley Returns, 1907  
 
 
B609/2/C/2 Barley Returns, 1908 
 
 
B609/2/C/3 Barley Returns, 1909 
 
 
B609/2/C/4 Barley Returns, 1910 
 
 
B609/2/C/5 Barley Returns, 1911 
 
 
B609/2/C/6 Barley Returns, 1912 
 
 
B609/2/C/7 Barley Returns, 1913 
 
 
B609/2/C/8 Barley Returns, 1914 
 
 
B609/2/C/9 Barley Returns, 1915 
 
 
B609/2/C/10 Barley Returns, 1916 
 
 
B609/2/C/11 Barley Returns, 1917 
 
 
B609/2/C/12 Barley Returns, 1918 
 
 
B609/2/C/13 Barley Returns, 1919 
 
 
B609/2/C/14 Barley Returns, 1920 
 
 
B609/2/C/15 Barley Returns, 1921 
 
 
B609/2/C/16 Barley Returns, 1922 
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B609/2/C/17 Barley Returns, 1923 
 
 
B609/2/C/18 Barley Returns, 1924 
 
 
B609/2/C/19 Barley Returns, 1925 
 
 
B609/2/C/20 Barley Returns, 1926 
 
 
B609/2/C/21 Barley Returns, 1927 
 
 
B609/2/C/22 Barley Returns, 1928 
 
 
B609/2/C/23 Barley Returns, 1929 
 
 
B609/2/C/24 Barley Returns, 1930. This and subsequent sets of returns include a note of 
  daily returns. 
 
 
B609/2/C/25 Barley Returns, 1931 
 
 
B609/2/C/26 Barley Returns, 1932 
 
 
B609/2/C/27 Barley Returns, 1933 
 
 
B609/2/C/28 Barley Returns, 1934 
 
 
B609/2/C/29 Barley Returns, 1935 
 
 
B609/2/C/30 Barley Returns, 1936 
 
 
B609/2/C/31 Barley Returns, 1937 
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B609/2/C/32 Barley Returns, 1938 
 
 
B609/2/C/33 Barley Returns, 1939 [see also B609/2/I/26 and B609/2/J/8-10, below] 
 
 
 
B609/2/D Production Control: Statistics (1926-90) and Quality Systems  
  (1997-2004) 
 
 

Records relating to the overall control of production through reporting of 
 likely intake and annual and other output, and the application of standards 
 and checks to production processes. These reports and figures are collated 
periodically. Records relating to day-to-day intake, output, and production follow 
in the other sub-sections of this section. Note that Weather Reports (B609/2/B) 
and Barley Returns (B609/2/C) are not included here, as they were created and 
maintained as distinct series of records. 
This sub-section begins with files of data on crop production produced for 

reporting and statistical purposes (B609/2/D/1-6). These include agricultural statistics, 
compiled for government departments by JHB, for the Ballinacurra area. Also present is a 
file of other returns to government departments and the Central Statistics Office (for its 
Census of Production). Lastly, there is a file documenting the Road Census, an 
assessment of land under crop based on observation carried out each year by JHB. 

Also placed here are records of quality control systems, including manuals, 
records of inspections, management reviews, conformance logs, and checklists. Quality 
systems in use included ISO standards 14001, 9001, and 9002, with related HACCP 
(Hazard and Critical Control Points) documentation, required under the standard. Internal 
audits, under quality systems, and AGS quality audits are also included here. 
 
 
B609/2/D/1 Agricultural Statistics, 1889-1957. File largely composed of statements of  
  acreage under barley and other crops for a particular year or years, as  
  compiled by the Department of Agriculture, or by the Department of 
Industry and Commerce. The file also contains returns of acreage under barley compiled 
at Charleston by JHB. The earliest item is 1903, but a summary return gives figures for 
the Cork and Midleton Districts from 1889 to 1911. Departmental statements are present 
for most years from 1916 to 1938. Statements for Charleston Maltings are more 
intermittent, although statements for 1939 and 1940 are present. The final item is a news 
cutting dated 17 September 1957 reporting on the departmental estimates for that year. 
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B609/2/D/2 Returns of Production, including CSO Census of Production, 1909-65.  
  Completed forms and returns issued by the Central Statistics Office and  
  filled in by JHB as part of the National Census of Industrial Production. 
The Census proper began in 1943, and quarterly and other returns are made by JHB from 
1943 to 1965. 

The earlier part of the file contains records of information sent by JHB to 
government departments regarding production and other matters in the years before the 
Census began. These include reports on the setting up of the Cereal Station (1909-44), 
papers on kiln-drying of barley, and correspondence with DoA. There is also 
correspondence with the Department of Industry regarding post-war planning (1944), and 
with the Labour Court regarding wage rates, 1906-61. Also present are letters from the 
CSO regarding the annual estimate of agricultural output (1950-65) [replies on reverse], 
and letters regarding a special CSO enquiry into stock and work in progress. 
 
 
B609/2/D/3 CSO Census of Production, 1996-2006. Returns and related   
  correspondence. Also contains Prodcom, survey of production and   
  commissions, 2001. 
 
 
B609/2/D/4 CSO Quarterly Inquiry, 1967-2006. Returns, with some covering letters. 
 
 
B609/2/D/5 CSO Monthly Inquiry, 1981-99. Marked as ‘finished’ in 1999. 
 
 
B609/2/D/6 Road Census, 1926-58. The Road Census is the record of an annual  
  journey around barley-growing areas to determine amounts of barley and  
  other crops growing in the fields. The forms comprising the Census give a 
summary of fields counted and route taken, and records crops (barley, oats, wheat, roots, 
and grass), and total increases and decreases for each compared to the previous year. 
Greater detail on each route taken is attached. Reports prior to 1941 begin with a written 
report, while those from 1941 to 1958 are largely statistical. The reports for 1927-29 are 
described in their titles as a précis of an AGS report. There is no Census report for 1926, 
but there is a letter from A Jackson, AGS, to John H Bennett, forwarding notes on the 
estimation of area under crops. 
 
 
B609/2/D/7 ISO 9001 Checklists folder, 1997-99, and HACCP Manual, 2000. The first 
  folder mainly consists of internal audit checklists for this international  
  quality management system. The latter is a manual covering control of 
Hazard and Critical Control Points. 
 
 
B609/2/D/8 ISO 9002 folders, 1999-2003. Documentation relating to this international  
  quality management standard. Includes audit files, 1997-98, 1999-2000,  
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  2001-03; HACCP working files, including management reviews and 
conformance logs; HACCP Manual; and Malt Analysis file. 7 folders. 
 
 
B609/2/D/9  ISO 14001, 2001-2003. Folders of documentation, inspection reports,  
  correspondence, and checklists relating to JHB’s implementation of and  
  adherence to this international standard for environmental standards. The 
file titled Manual contains signed commitments and records retention information. There 
is a file of completed audits, and files on Recycling/Disposal, and Coal/Electricity/Oil. 5 
folders. 
 
 
B609/2/D/10 ISO 14002, 2003. Folder of current audits. 
 
 
B609/2/D/11 EMS Working file, c1997-2003. Environmental management system file,  
  including EM programmes, checklists, lists of responsibilities, and   
  information. 
 
 
 B609/2/D/12 Guinness Audit File, 2000-01. File regarding checks carried out the  
  Guinness Supplier Assessment Team. Production quality tests carried out  
  in the light of the Food Safety Act, 1990. Contains correspondence, 
checklists and audit forms, and information. 
 
 
B609/2/D/13 Quality Management System, revision, 2004. Forms, audit reports,   
  checklists and correspondence relating to revision of and adherence to this 
  industry standard within JHB. Managed by Food Industry HQ [Hygiene 
 Quality] Ltd. 1 folder. 
 
 
 
B609/2/E Malt, Tally, and Summary Books, and other malting records, 

1910-77 
 
 
 
  Malt, Tally, and Summary Books, and other malting records, 1910-77.  
  These records, created in the malthouses, document the process of malting 
  of barley. They are closely related to the records of barley delivery, 
weighing, and drying which follow [B609/2/F-G]. Malt books note quantities of malt 
made and quantities transferred to AGS and elsewhere. Tally and Summary books record 
date, contract number, address, carrier, docket number, moisture content, and quantities 
of surplus roasting and malting barley. Varieties, and seed to malt and seed to roast 
figures, are also noted. 
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B609/2/E/1 Ballinacurra Tally Book, August 1954 to October 1963. This book relates  
  to barley received for drying at the Ballinacurra Malting House. 
 
 
B609/2/E/2 Village Tally Book, September 1954 to November 1963. This book relates 
  to the Village (or Kearney’s Cross, or No. 3) Malting House. 
 
 
B609/2/E/3 Charleston Tally Book, September 1954 to October 1963. This book  
  relates to the Charleston Malting House. 
 
 
B609/2/E/4 Malt Book, November 1956 to December 1969. Record of date, raw stock, 
  steeps, readings, quantity of malt made, quantity transferred to AGS, and  
  summaries. 
 
 
B609/2/E /5 Malting Log, weekly, No 1 House, 1960-61. Brief entries. 
 
 
B609/2/E/6 Summary Book, 1964 to 1977. This book is comprised of brief records of  
  the barley harvesting and malting seasons, and an oil use summary, for  
  each of the JHB Malting Houses. It records varieties and volumes, average 
raw moisture, oil used, and screenings. A coal summary is given where this is used 
(mainly in No. 3 House). 
 
 
B609/2/E/7 ‘VAT Book’, 1974-75. In fact, a crop record, noting weighbridge number,  
  barley variety, contractor, moisture and screenings, carrier, number of  
  sacks, weight, and malted weight. 
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B609/2/F Freight and Weighbridge Books, 1913-28; 1974-89 
 
 
 
  Freight and Weighbridge Books, 1913-28, 1974-89. Records relating to  
  movement of goods (mainly barley) in and out of JHB, and weighing of  
  crop on delivery. Present is one freight book and three files documenting 
the use of rail transport to deliver the crop from growers. There is also an AGS sack 
record book, noting the movement of barley sacks used in transporting AGS barley. The 
greater part of this sub-section, however, is made up of weighbridge books. These are 
based on figures taken when barley is delivered to the gates of JHB malting houses. They 
record account number, name, weighbridge number, net weight, grits, weight of each 
variety of barley, and totals. See also B609/2/H below, in particular items 18 to 26. 
 
 
 
B609/2/F/1 Freight Book, 1913 to 1928. This documents the movement of goods  
  inwards and outwards of JHB. Most of the goods, in and out, are barley,  
  oats, seed, and related sacks, although hardware and equipment is also 
included. There is also much movement of flax seed to Ulster. Transport is mainly by 
rail. [See also B609/3/D/1 below] 
 
 
B609/2/F/2 Rail, 1966. File of railway sheets; these record date, name of grower,  
  quantities, amount for malting and for export, total tonnage, and costs. 
   
 
B609/2/F/3 Rail, 1967. Includes railway sheets, as above, and sheets regarding   
  transport of Farrell’s barley, from Youghal, by CIE. The file also includes  
  Credit Payment Undertakings signed by growers agreeing to pay stated 
price for seed barley and fertiliser, and to meet freight and cartage costs [see section 
B609/2/A above]. 
 
 
B609/2/F/4 CIE Invoices, 1962-67. Large file of CIE invoices and JHB remittances  
  and debit orders in respect of rail and lorry transport costs. 
 
 
B609/2/F/5 Guinness Sack Records Book, May 1960 to August 1967. Log, by date, of  
  movement of sacks. 
 
 
B609/2/F/6 Hunter Village Harvest 1973, Carriage of Malting Barley. Sheets detailing 
  carriage of Hunter barley for malting to JHB’s Village malthouse for the  
  1973 season. Broken down by contract number and contractor/grower, 
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with some drying details also noted. The house seems to have had a new drier that 
season. 
 
 
B609/2/F/7 Malt Transfer Book, 1976-77. Volume recording dispatch of loads of malt  
  outwards from JHB, mainly to AGS. Noted is load number, carrier, docket 
  number, and net weight. Weighbridge number is not recorded. 
 
 
B609/2/F/8 Weighbridge Goods Out Book, 1979-82. Record of barley leaving JHB  
  premises, noting date, weighbridge number, variety, description,   
  destination, net weight, customer name, and totals for each destination. 
 
 
B609/2/F/9 Weighbridge Book, Harvest 1976. This book records information as per  
  the general description above, also noting quantities delivered to each malt 
  house, the carrier and vehicle registration number, and whether delivered 
in bulk or by sack. 
 
 
B609/2/F/10 Weighbridge Book, Harvest 1978. [No cover; now a roll]. 
 
 
B609/2/F/11 Weighbridge Book, Harvests 1978, 1979 
 
 
B609/2/F/12 Weighbridge Book, Harvest 1985 
 
 
B609/2/F/13 Weighbridge Book, Harvest 1986 
 
 
B609/2/F/14 Weighbridge Book, Harvests 1986-87 
 
 
B609/2/F/15 Weighbridge Book, Harvests 1987-88 
 
 
B609/2/F/16 Weighbridge Book, Harvests 1987-93 
 
 
B609/2/F/17 Weighbridge Book, Harvests 1989. This book records protein levels as  
  well as the usual information. 
 
 
B609/2/F/18 Weighbridge Book, Harvests 1989-90 
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B609/2/F/19 Weighbridge Book, Harvest 1991 
 
 
B609/2/F/20 Weighbridge Book, Harvest 1992 
 
 
B609/2/F/21 Weighbridge Book, Harvest 1993 
 
 
B609/2/F/22 Weighbridge Book, Harvest 1994 
 
 
B609/2/F/23 Weighbridge Book, Harvest 1994 
 
 
B609/2/F/24 Weighbridge Book, Harvest 1995 
 
 
B609/2/F/25 Weighbridge Book, Harvest 1996 
 
 
B609/2/F/26 Weighbridge Book, Harvest 1997 
 
 
B609/2/F/27 Weighbridge Book, Harvest 1998 
 
 
B609/2/F/28 Weighbridge Book, Harvest 1999 
 
 
B609/2/F/29 Weighbridge Book, Harvest 2000 
 
 
B609/2/F/30 Weighbridge Book, Harvest 2001 
 
 
B609/2/F/31 Weighbridge Book, Harvest 2002-03 
 
 
B609/2/F/32 Harvest Dockets, 2003, A-K, L-Z. JHB copies of intake dockets, on  
  receipt of deliveries. Two files 
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B609/2/G Malt Barley Drying and Fuel Consumption, 1894-1994 
 
 
 
  Malt Barley Drying and Coal and Oil Consumption Records, 1894 to  
  1994. Another set of malting records, this sub-section contains log books,  
  kiln charts, and oil and coal use books. These record barley driers’   
  information, in respect of operation of drying kilns in each malt house. 
The kilns were fired by coal and/or oil for much of JHB’s history, although electrical fans 
were used in later years. See also B609/2/H/18-26 below. 
 
 
B609/2/G/1 Driers’ Log Book, 1974 to 1978. The log books record date, whether day  
  or night shift, and which drier (which kiln, not the personnel involved).  
  The volume then records time (checks carried out every two hours), 
moisture levels, temperatures, and bed speed. Findings are summarised on the opposite 
page. 
 
 
B609/2/G/2 Driers’ Log Book, 1979 to 1980.A number of pages at the front of the  
  book give details of applications for malting barley contracts, for the years 
  1951, 1955, 1966, and 1974. These include names and addresses of 
applicants [see B609/2/A, above]. Most of the book is comprised of the driers’ log. 
 
 
B609/2/G/3 Driers’ Log Book, 1982 
 
 
B609/2/G/4 Driers’ Log Book, 1982 
 
 
B609/2/G/5 Driers’ Log Book, 1983 
 
 
B609/2/G/6 Driers’ Log Book, 1986-89 
 
 
B609/2/G/7 Driers’ Log Book, 1993-94  
 
 
B609/2/G/8 Driers’ Log Book, 1998 
 
 
B609/2/G/9 Driers’ Log Book, 1999 
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B609/2/G/10 Driers’ Log Book, 2000-01 
 
 
B609/2/G/11 Driers’ Log Book, 2003-04 
 
 
B609/2/G/12 Drying Charts, Charleston No 2 Malt House, seasons 1964-80. Charts  
  recording details of kiln-drying of barley at harvest time. Information is  
  generally logged on headed sheets, but some graphs tracing the progress of 
drying occur in some files. Related delivery dockets and notes also occur in some files. 
 
 
B609/2/G/13 Drying Charts, Houses 1, 2, and 3 (Village House), 1978-85. 
 
 
B609/2/G/14 Kiln Charts, 1969-70. Charts of kiln readings for each malt    
  house, bound as a book. 
 
 
 
B609/1/G/15 ‘Coal & Oil Firing’, 1894-1954. File on coal and oil-firing of drying kilns  
  at JHB. The file is sub-divided into ‘Coal’ and ‘Oil firing’ sections. The  
  former includes coal accounts, 1894-1901; note on costs, 1890-1913; 
experiments; foremen’s allowances; reports on oil-firing, 1948-54. More report-type 
material than correspondence. 
 
 
B609/2/G/16 Coal and oil consumption book, 1941-77 
 
 
B609/2/G/17 Coal Account Book, 1952 to 1974. This book records quantities of coal  
  used for specific dryings in malting houses and at the cereal station. It also 
  notes domestic use of coal by staff. 
 
B609/2/G/18 Barley Season 1970. File of figures, mainly noting quantities of barley  
  received, moisture levels, and fuel consumption. 
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B609/2/H Malting Analysis Records, 1914-94 
 
 
 
  Malting Analysis Records, JHB, 1914-1994. Analytical records generated  
  by JHB as part of its regular malting operations [experimental records,  
  generally generated as part of JHB’s role in operating the DoA Cereal 
Station, are placed in B609/7/B & D, below]. The sub-section includes laboratory and 
analysis books, as well as harvest result sheets noting moisture and protein content in 
barley samples. These latter are closely related to drying and weighbridge records, above 
(B609/2/F and G). 
 
 
 
B609/2/H/1 Stock Book, 1885-1906, comprised of reports of particulars of malting  
  seasons, with information on malt houses, quantities, and weather. 
 
 
B609/2/H/2 Laboratory Book, November 1914 to October 1925 (1909). Volume  
  recording malting loss and gain of moisture, observations, tables, and  
  formal analyses (readings). The book covers each of the three malthouses. 
Near the back of the book is a Coal Test analysis, 1921. Inside the back cover are rough 
notes concerning taking and sending of samples (1909). 
 
 
B609/2/H/3 Seed Barley Book, August 1926 to December 1950. Record of samples  
  sent to AGS for analysis. 
 
 
B609/2/H/4 Seed Analysis Book, 1945-62. Volume recording kiln, grower, type of  
  seed, and moisture measurements. The book also includes details of other  
  analyses, e.g., copper sulphate modification tests. Some information on 
quantities and shipments occurs, but the volume is generally scientific. Indexed. 
 
 
B609/2/H/5 Analysis Book, August 1951 to June 1956. Record of barley drying,  
  broken down by type of barley, malting house, and season. The book  
  records details of barley delivered, kiln used (for drying), percentages of 
moisture screenings, broken grain, and dust, and when transferred. Oil and coal 
consumption also noted. Summary notes occur at the end of each season. 
 
 
B609/2/H/6 Operational Analysis Book, September 1956 to October 1970. Similar to  
  previous volume, but includes more information on deliveries. 
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B609/2/H/7 Analysis Book, Kiln-dried Barley Samples, 1963-88. Volume recording  
  details of samples sent to AGS (noting variety, quantity, and date), and  
  kiln-drying details for each variety, by quantity dried on each day. Raw 
moisture, kiln-dried moisture, and fuel used are all recorded and averages calculated. 
Tables noting quantities of screenings and so on occur at intervals. The volume also notes 
seed barley samples sent to the State Seed Testing Station, Dublin (e.g., 11 December 
1963). 
 
 
B609/2/H/8 New Plant Weekly Bin Temperatures, 1976-78. Not strictly drying. 
 
 
B609/2/H/9 Moistures, Screenings, and Proteins Book, Harvests 1988, 1989. Though  
  titled differently, this volume records similar information to weighbridge  
  books. Additional headings are Nitrogen (‘as is’ and ‘dry’), Protein, and 
Triumph and Corniche (varieties of oats). Inside the front cover is a formula for 
calculating protein content. 
 
 
B609/2/H/10 Screenings Log Book, 2005. 
 
 
B609/2/H/11 Moisture Content Readings, Supermatic versus Laboratory Oven, Harvests 
  1974 to 1977. This volume records weighbridge numbers and comparative 
  readings for each of the ovens named only. 
 
 
B609/2/H/12 Extract Tables. Undated. Book of tables recording specific gravity and  
  extract details of lots of malting barley. Analytical, but clearly relating to  
  crop management. 
 
 
B609/2/H/13 Harvest Results, 1989. Analysis sheets, grouped for the season, recording  
  moisture and protein content, sent from AGS to JHB following tests on  
  samples. Varieties (Grit, Corniche, Blenheim) noted, as is source of 
sample (grower, agent). See also weighing and drying records at B609/2/F and G above. 
 
 
B609/2/H/14 Harvest Results, 1990 
 
 
B609/2/H/15 Harvest Results, 1991 
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B609/2/H/16 Harvest Results, 1992 
 
 
B609/2/H/17 Harvest Results, 1993 
 
 
B609/2/H/18 Harvest Results, 1994 
 
 
B609/2/H/19 Harvest Results, 1995. This and subsequent files (up to B609/2/H/27)  
  consist mainly of drier records (on the effectiveness of drying kilns) and  
  weighbridge in records. Forms in respect of analyses carried out by or for 
Teagasc, the State agriculture support agency, and by a grain consultant, Tony Irish and 
Associates, occur in some files, as indicated. 
 
 
B609/2/H/20 Harvest Results, 1996 
 
 
B609/2/H/21 Harvest Results, 1997 
 
 
B609/2/H/22 Harvest Results, 1998 
 
 
B609/2/H/23 Harvest Results, 1999. Contains forms on analyses carried out by Tony  
  Irish and Associates [consultants to the grain trade]. 
 
 
B609/2/H/24 Harvest Results, 2000. In addition to weighbridge in and drier analyses,  
  this file also contains records of analyses of samples carried out by or for  
  Teagasc [the State agriculture support service] and Tony Irish and 
Associates. 
 
 
B609/2/H/25 Harvest Results, 2001. Similar to B609/2/H/23, above. 
 
 
B609/2/H/26 Harvest Results, 2002. Similar to above. 
 
 
B609/2/H/27 Harvest Results, 2003. Similar to above. 
 
 
B609/2/H/28 Protein, 1988-96. Reference matter and some letters regarding AGS’  
  introduction of protein determination measurement. Includes private  
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  printed AGS report: General Report on Protein Determination by Near 
Infrared Reflectance, 1989 Malting Barley Crop. 
 
 
B609/2/H/29 Insects and Insecticides file, 1950s. File of reference matter on insects  
  affecting grain, and treatments. 
   
 
B609/2/H/30 Reference matter, scientific malting, including Instructors’ Conference  
  Notes, 1963. 1949, 1963. 
 
 
 
B609/2/I Seed Barley and other Sales, 1904-78 
 
 
 
  This sub-section mainly consists of records documenting sales of seed  
  barley and related products to farmers. Sales books note date, grower  
  number, name, address, number of barrels, weight, price, total, and type of 
barley (e.g., malting or grinding barley and, later, varieties). Related products include 
coal dust, barley dust, oats, and fertilisers. The sales books are followed in the sub-
section by sales files, price summaries, and fertiliser sale records. A few sales files also 
document the payment of commission to the Plant Royalty Office on seed sales 
(B609/2/I/27-29). While these sales records contain financial information, they primarily 
document sales to growers, the harvested crop in most cases being sold back to JHB [see 
B609/2/J, below]. For this reason, these records are not placed in the Financial Records 
section, but see also sales ledgers in that section (B609/3/C/45-56). 
 
 
B609/2/I/1 Barley sales, 8 September 1904 to 14 October 1926. Labelled ‘Charleston  
  Tally Book’. 
 
 
B609/2/I/2 Barley sales, 20 September 1904 to 5 November 1919. Contains a note  
  inside front cover of ‘Particulars required for samples exhibited at Dublin  
  Show’ (dated 15 September 1912). 
 
 
B609/2/I/3 Account of seed barley sales, January 1910 to April 1917. Notes date,  
  names, address, electoral division, acreage, variety of seed, and whether  
  paid by cash or on deposit [that is, whether the cost of seed was to be 
deducted from payment for barley subsequently sold to JHB by the grower]. 
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B609/2/I/4 Sales book, 1 April 1910 to 7 May 1920. This volume records all sales and 
  related accounts, including expenditure. In addition to noting sales of Irish 
  and imported Archer and Spratt Archer barley and of by-products, it also 
notes cash sales to AGS, and includes summary information on various accounts. These 
include the grain account, the coal accounts, and the farm account. Deposits, sales, 
returns, and net sales are tallied. Malt shipments are also recorded. The book records 
sales to the Congested Districts Board, February-March 1912. Also noted are potato sales 
in 1914. 
 
 
B609/2/I/5 Sales book, 1 September 1920 to 23 December 1930. Similar to the above. 
  Sales of by-products recorded include coal and barley dust, skimmings,  
  screenings, malt combings, kiln dust, and grinding barley. Transfer of 
stock also noted. 
 
 
B609/2/I/6 Seed barley sales, 20 February 1919 to 27 April 1926. An untitled final  
  column notes sending of barley sacks by rail.  Sales totals are tallied at  
  intervals. Present towards the back of the book is a note on ‘Distribution 
of Spratt Archer 37/6 Seed barley (the property of A. Guinness Son & Co. Ltd.) 1926’. 
 
 
B609/2/I/7 Seed barley sales, January 1927 to May 1936. Similar to the above, this  
  volume notes separately sales of commercial and pedigree barley. AGS  
  distribution note for 1927 present. 
 
 
B609/2/I/8 Sales book, 25 January 1943 to 15 March 1947. In addition to seed barley  
  sales, this volume records seed barley deposits, insurance returns, coal  
  account, seed oat purchases, and by-product sales. 
 
 
B609/2/I/9 Seed, oats, and barley sales and purchases book, 18 March 1947 to 3  
  January 1952. This volume note barley transfers (to AGS and others), by- 
  product sales, malt shipments and combings, coal account, and seed oat 
and barley sales and purchases. Indexed. 
 
 
B609/2/I/10 Seed Barley and Oats Sales Books, February 1952 to April 1954 
   
 
B609/2/I/11 Seed barley sales, February 1957 to April 1971. A smaller format book,  
  noting quantities of seed and seed feeding barley sold on a daily basis.  
  From April 1958 sales of different varieties of barley also noted. Totals of 
cash and cheques received also recorded. The book records quantities and totals only, not 
names and details of farmers and customers. Pages are stamped with JHB stamp. 
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B609/2/I/12 Seed barley sales, 6 March 1972 to 21 March 1978. Similar to above.  
   
 
B609/2/I/13 Seed barley sales, 7 March 1968 to 15 December 1970. This volume notes 
  date, name, address, cash or credit, and quantities. As well as sales of  
  different varieties of seed barley, the book also notes fertiliser sales. 
[Customers generally bought both at the same time]. 
 
 
B609/2/I/14 Seed Barley, 1970-80. A large file sub-divided for each year, containing  
  lists of growers, records of cash and credit sales, statements, receipts,  
  letters, and related notes. 
 
 
B609/2/I/15 Barley sales file, 1971-81. Similar to above, but containing many AGS  
  and IME letters and statements. 
 
 
B609/2/I/16 Farrell seed barley sales, 1971. File containing receipts for seed sold by R  
  Farrell, North Main Street, Youghal [ a JHB agent]. 
 
 
B609/2/I/17 Seed Barley Book, Harvests, 1974-78. Volume recording date, order  
  number, name, form of transport, and total cost, broken down by each  
  variety of seed sold. 
 
 
B609/2/I/18 Seed Sales Analysis Book, 1983-88, and Analysis of Invoices (Barley  
  Sales) Book, 1984 
 
 
B609/2/I/19 Barley Sales and Insurance Ledger, July 1952 to August 1968. Record of  
  some accounts, such as insurance, and of barley seed price calculation, and 
  other information, per season, for seed barley and by-products. Mainly a 
record of sales and insurance. 
 
 
B609/2/I/20 Barley for Ards, 1974-81. File, containing several sub-files, regarding  
  barley sales to Ards Malting Co, Belfast. The main file covers the years  
  1975 to 1981 and consists mainly of forms and letters relating to levies 
payable and compensation claimable on barley exported to the UK. There is 
correspondence with DoA regarding the levy, compensation and customs, though in latter 
years the levy is handled by the Revenue Commissioners. There are two similar small 
files on sales to Ards in 1974, and two files of customs forms, dated February 1975, for 
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Emma Commercial barley, and a barley called 273/123. Lastly there is a small file dated 
July 1976 on the sale of used kiln electric motors to Ards. 
 
 
B609/2/I/21 Seed barley file, 1966. File of figures recording AGS seed barley, seed  
  barley credits, cash sales, transfers, distribution, fertiliser sales, and  
  breakdowns of sales of each variety. Also present are lists of growers of 
Hunter (1965) and Proctor (1964) barleys. There are also notes on the final accounts for 
1966, and a note on the malting commission for 1963, as well as a few invoices. 
 
 
B609/2/I/22 Seed barley file, 1967 
 
 
B609/2/I/23 Seed barley file 1968. Includes small sub files on seed barley cash   
  accounts and seed barley transfers. 
 
 
B609/2/I/24 Seed barley file, 1969. Includes a seed barley cash sub file. 
 
 
B609/2/I/25 Seed barley 1970. This file contains two sub files, the first entitled   
  Clonakilty Seed Barley 1970, consisting of notes and some figures, and  
  the second headed ‘Prices, Seed Barley and Fertilisers 1970’, containing 
statements of price. 
 
 
B609/2/I/26 Statement, Seed Barley Received for Sale, Spring 1978. An accounting  
  statement [made to AGS], giving figures in respect of seed barley received 
  for sale under the headings of Stock Account, Sales Account, and Cash 
Account. See also weekly barley returns (B609/2/C) above, and B609/2/J/8, below 
 
 
B609/2/I/27 Seed, 1978-90. File documenting sales, certifications, and orders of and  
  for seed. Includes correspondence with the Plant Royalty Office, AGS,  
  and the Department of Agriculture. Statements regarding growers and 
acreages and DoA reports on seed present. [See, e.g., B609/7/B/7 below] 
 
 
B609/2/I/28 Seed, 1991-99. Correspondence with Plant Royalty Office regarding  
  commission of sales of seed, with detailed statements of sales also   
  present. 
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B609/2/I/29 Seed barley, 1981. Small file. 
 
 
B609/2/I/30 Intervention barley, 1994-2004. Circulars, correspondence, and   
  agreements with DoA regarding offers of barley into European   
  Community intervention. 
 
B609/2/I/31 Sundry Figures relating to Malt Costs, 1934-69. Notices and calculations  
  of seed barley prices, mainly sale prices, but also some purchase prices.  
  There are also some items present regarding prices of oats and potatoes. 
 
B609/2/I/32 Seed barley, seed oat, and feeding and malting barley prices, 1953-68.  
  Files containing tables showing prices, credit and cash, for registered  
  malting barley growers and other seed barley growers. Incomplete. Present 
are seed barley and seed oat prices, 1953-55; seed barley prices, 1960-63; seed barley and 
fertiliser prices, 1965-68; and malting and feeding barley prices, 1956-57. [As above] 
 
 
B609/2/I/33 Harvest, 1966-70. Sheets recording total sales to AGS, and related costs of 
  transport, sacks, etc, broken down by barley variety. 
 
 
B609/2/I/34 Malting Season files, 1966-69. Records of malting quota and contract  
  quantities for each forthcoming season. Broken down by contract amounts 
  for AGS, ale, and export. 
 
 
B609/2/I/35 Annual Malting Accounts, 1968-69. Rough notes, mainly regarding the  
  malting quota, but also other crop-related accounts, e.g., fertiliser. 
 
 
B609/2/I/36 Price of Malting Barley Seed, 1976.1977. Small file containing statements 
  of price with a few related notes. 
 
 
B609/2/I/37 Sale and Intake of Fertiliser, Record Book, November 1962 to June 1968.  
  Sales of fertiliser were linked to sales of seed, the Company providing  
  both to growers. 
 
 
B609/2/I/38 Fertiliser Credits Book, 1963-70. Record of growers to whom credit on  
  fertiliser sales was extended. 
 
 
B609/2/I/39 Fertiliser Account and Sales Book, 1966-71 
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B609/2/I/40 Fertilisers, 1968-71. File containing order dockets, with some related  
  correspondence and prices. 
 
 
B609/2/I/41 Sprays, 1966-69. Similar to above. 
 
 
 
B609/2/J Barley Purchases, 1909-76 
 
 
 

This sub-section contains records of purchases of barley, including 
 purchase books, buying files, and some import and export records. See 
 note for B609/I above regarding the locating of sales and purchase records 
in this section. See also barley purchase ledgers among financial records below 
(B609/3/C/57-68). 

 
 
B609/2/J/1 Barley Purchase Book, 1909 to 1921. Volume records date, ticket number, 
  name and address (of seller), barrels, weight, price, account, and method  
  of payment. Purchases are generally of ‘stock’ barley, but some seed and 
roasting purchases are also recorded. ‘Return’s or tallies for each year also occur. [See 
also B609/3/D/1 below] 
 
 
B609/2/J/2 Barley Purchase Book, 1921 to 1939. Similar to above, but also records  
  rail and cartage details. More seed purchases documented. Summaries and  
  notes on harvests occur throughout. Summary headings include malting 
barley, seed barley, suspense account, and Ferns barley [from Wexford]. 
 
 
B609/2/J/3 Barley Purchase Book, 1955 to 58. Similar to above, noting purchases of  
  feeding, malting, and surplus barley. The volume seems to make a   
  distinction between barley bought for ‘Farrell’ [Youghal-based agent] and 
that owned by JHB. 
 
 
B609/2/J/4 Barley Purchase Book, 1959 to 1961. In addition to the usual information,  
  this volume note variety of barley, and whether it is for malting or export.  
  A note inside the cover gives a key to JHB, AGS, and Farrell’s barley. 
 
 
B609/2/J/5 Barley Purchase Book, August 1962 to October 1965 
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B609/2/J/6 Summary of Barley Purchases Book, 1955-60 
 
 
B609/2/J/7 Barley buying file, 1946 to 1976. The file consists of standard letters, and  
  correspondence with vendors and growers on agreed prices and related  
  matters. Also includes many sample letters, such as acceptance and 
rejection, replies to queries regarding buying seed barley, ‘roguing’ [checking cut crop 
and removing ‘stranger’ ears: black oats, wheat], purchasing on the deposit system. There 
is a gap from 1952 to 1974. 
 
 
B609/2/J/8 Barley buying, 1978 to 1982. Week-end summaries, generally from the  
  harvest months of August and September, for each of these years. The  
  summaries note variety, contract tonnes, tonnes received, moisture 
content, and where received from. Information on malting and seed barley recorded 
separately. The summaries also note estimate of yield. Directed to the brewer-in-charge, 
AGS, summaries are directed to the Head of the Raw Materials Department, AGS. [See 
also weekly barley returns, B609/2/C above, and B609/2/I/26] 
 
 
B609/2/J/9 Barley buying, 1982 to 1988. File containing reports, memoranda, data  
  and some correspondence regarding barley buying for AGS. 
 
 
B609/2/J/10 Barley buying (AGS), 1989 to 1992. 
 
 
B609/2/J/11 Import of British Barley, 1958. File regarding the transport of British  
  barley to Ballinacurra. The file is made up of small bundles for each  
  shipment, each containing a charter party, general note, and note and 
receipts in respect of the work of stevedores. 
 
 
B609/2/J/12 Barley Export Licence, c1974-77. Small file. 
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B609/2/K Harvest Printouts, 1982-2002 
 
 
 

Harvest Printouts, 1982 to 2002. Computer printouts of harvest 
 information, covering most of the types of information recorded in the  
 malting sub-sections above. Each printout contains several types of 
analysis. These include contract analysis by grain, control summaries, cheque 
auditing, and contract analysis by grower, grain intake analysis and listing, and 
season listing. The analyses are followed by general statements, statements of 
growers who’s grain was not accepted, and individual grower grain statements. 
These last form the largest component of each item. The analyses and statements 
record weighbridge, moisture, screenings, protein, and other information. They 
are given a distinct sub-section, even though they relate closely to the records 
contained in B609/D-H above, as they form a complete set of records in a 
different format to those listed above. The records for 1999 to 2002 
[B609/2/K/18-22] differ from those for 1982 to 1998 in being comprised of 
individual grower statements, and other analyses, bound together in files, rather 
than as computer printouts. A small amount of correspondence also occurs on 
some of these files. They are nonetheless placed here as they seem to be a 
continuation of the same series, although containing fewer analyses and differing 
somewhat in format. Taken altogether, the records in this sub-section are regarded 
as records of the management of the harvest and of malting, not as purely 
financial records, and so are placed in section B609/2 rather than the financial 
section, B609/3, which follows. See also B609/2/H/12-22, which document 
scientific analysis results for each harvest. 

 
 
B609/2/K/1 Harvest, 1982 
 
 
B609/2/K/2 Harvest, 1983 
 
 
B609/2/K/3 Harvest, 1984 
 
 
B609/2/K/4 Harvest, 1985 
 
 
B609/2/K/5 Harvest, 1986 
 
 
B609/2/K/6 Harvest, 1987 
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B609/2/K/7 Harvest, 1988 
 
 
B609/2/K/8 Harvest, 1989 
 
 
B609/2/K/9 Harvest, 1990 
 
 
B609/2/K/10 Harvest, 1991 
 
 
B609/2/K/11 Harvest, 1992 
 
 
B609/2/K/12 Harvest, 1993 
 
 
B609/2/K/13 Harvest, 1994 
 
 
B609/2/K/14 Harvest, 1995 
 
 
B609/2/K/15 Harvest, 1996 
 
 
B609/2/K/16 Harvest, 1997 
 
 
B609/2/K/17 Harvest, 1998 
 
 
B609/2/K/18 Harvest, 1999. A file of printed reports in two parts. The first contains  
  list of growers, balances, and cheque listing. The second contains general  
  statements (prices, balanced statement, seed bonus), but is largely made up 
of individual grower statements. 
 
 
B609/2/K/19 Harvest, 2000. A file in two parts. The first contains register of growers,  
  balances, averages, and cheque listing. The second, larger part is 
comprised of individual grower statements. 
 
 



B609/ 

All Rights Reserved © Cork City and County Archives 2008 92

B609/2/K/20 Harvest, 2001. A file in two parts. The first contains balanced statements,  
  averages, season listing, cheque listing, and balances. The second is made  
  up of individual grower statements. 
 
 
B609/2/K/21 Harvest, 2002. A file in two parts, divided similarly to B609/2/K/20  
  above. 
 
 
B609/2/K/22 Harvest, 2003. A file in two parts, divided similarly to B609/2/K/20  
  above. 
 
 
 
B609/3  FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION 
 
 
 
  Records of financial administration of JHB, including cash books, bank  
  and other journals, various types of ledger, sets of receipts, records of  
  cheque payments, and other records. Also included are shares, taxation 
and rates records. As noted above, there is some overlap with barley sales and purchase 
records above [B609/2/I-J]. The records gathered in this section, however, were created 
principally for financial accounting purposes. Annual statements of account, corporate 
budget, and Company Secretary records have been placed in the Management and 
Corporate Governance section below [B609/4], with other management reporting 
records. 
 
 
 
B609/3/A Cash Books, 1898-1971 
 
 
 
  Cash Books, 1898 to 1971. Simple records of cash received and paid out,  
  recorded chronologically and tallied (balanced) frequently. Typical  
  headings are date, docket number, supplier/customer name, total, and 
breakdown, where they apply, of other costs: Charges, AGS, Farm, Cereal, Insurance, 
Salaries, Rents, Sacks, Salaries, and Personal. The volumes are arranged in chronological 
order, although there is some overlapping of dates, and the content and format varies a 
little in the case of some volumes. 
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B609/3/A/1 Cash Book, April 1898 to August 1917. This volume records dates and, on 
  facing pages, balanced debits and credits for the same period. Typical  
  amounts ‘To balance’ are barley and related sales, rents, and milk sales. 
Typical ‘By charges’ are salaries, lodgements, and payments to AGS. 
 
 
B609/3/A/2 Cash Book, September 1906 to August 1914. Similar to above. 
 
 
B609/3/A/3 Cash Book, September 1914 to August 1917 
 
 
B609/3/A/4 Cash Book, September 1917 to February 1926 
 
 
B609/3/A/5 Cash Book, September 1921 to December 1922. New format, noting date,  
  docket number, supplier/customer name, total, and breakdown of other  
  costs, as per main description above. One of the other cost headings is 
‘Verve’ (John H Bennett’s yacht). 
 
 
B609/3/A/6 Bank Cash Book, January 1923 to October 1926. Similar format to above.  
  The heading ‘Rosehill Cottage’ (a rental property) occurs. 
 
 
B609/3/A/7 Received Cash Book, May 1925 to April 1932. Similar format and   
  headings as previous volumes, but with final column headed ‘Lodged in  
  bank’, recording date and amount of lodgements. 
 
 
B609/3/A/8 Pay Out Cash Book, February 1926 to May 1934 
 
 
B609/3/A/9 Cash Book, October 1926 to August 1932 
 
 
B609/3/A/10 Cash Book, April 1932 to May 1936. The final two columns in the volume 
  are ‘Total’ and ‘Lodged’. 
 
 
B609/3/A/11 Cash Book, August 1932 to October 1938. Salaries and Barley payments  
  the most common items. 
 
B609/3/A/12 Cash Book, June 1934 to October 1940 
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B609/3/A/13 Cash Book, May 1936 to January 1939 
 
 
B609/3/A/14 Cash Book, March 1937 to February 1944. Totals not balanced in this  
  volume, which mainly documents outgoings. Less formal in appearance. 
 
 
B609/3/A/15 Cash Book, October 1938 to February 1942 
 
 
B609/3/A/16 Cash Book, January 1939 to September 1941 
 
 
B609/3/A/17 Cash Book, October 1946 to November 1949 
 
 
B609/3/A/18 Bank Cash Book, November 1949 to January 1952 
 
 
B609/3/A/19 Pay Out Cash Book, November 1954 to October 1956 
 
 
B609/3/A/20 Cash Book, November 1955 to September 1957. 
 
 
B609/3/A/21 Cash Book, No 2 Account, April 1965 to July 1971 
 
 
 
B609/3/B Journals, 1871-2002 
 
 
 
  Journal Books, 1871-1995. A similar type of record to cash books. Typical 
  headings include date, name of payee, account from which payment is  
  drawn, cheque number, amount, and other account details. This last is 
especially relevant where the payee is paid for more than one purpose. There is some 
variation in format and content among the journals. Journals forming a continuous record 
are placed together, which means the order is not strictly chronological. 
 
 
 
B609/3/B/1 Journal, McCall & Co, September 1871 to November 1887. The journal  
  covers the estate of William H Bennett and his representatives, as well as  
  business accounts. A note inside the front cover states that this is the 
volume ‘referred to in the Affidavit of John Hallaran Bennett sworn … 23 day of March 
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1886’, in the matter of Bennett v Bennett. After the journal entries there is a ‘Valuation of 
premises at Ballinacurra by Messrs Marsh (Cork) for John H Bennett (basis of his 1st 
proposal to purchase same)’, 24 February 1886. [Concerning John H Bennett’s 
difficulties in taking control of the company on his father’s death, see, e.g., B609/1/B/4. 
For other valuations, see B609/6/A below]. 
 
 
B609/3/B/2 Journal, December 1887 to July 1908. This volume records the movement  
  of funds between Cash, Bank, and Sundries accounts, for each month.  
  Balances and notes of profit and loss drawn to sundries also occur at 
intervals. A note in the entries for August 1888 explains how net profit is calculated. 
Occasional notes refer to information entered in company ledgers. 
 
 
B609/3/B/3 Journal, August 1908 to August 1917. Out size. 
 
 
B609/3/B/4 Journal, September 1917 to February 1931. This records date, charges  
  (name of payee with brief details of charge), and breakdown of amounts.  
  A column of [ledger reconciliation] numbers also completed. 
 
 
B609/3/B/5 Journal, February 1931 to February 1937 
 
 
B609/3/B/6 Bank Journal, November 1940 to December 1945. A larger format   
  volume, noting date, name/description of charge, whether cash or cheque,  
  and charge headings: Farm, Cereal, AGS, Insurance, Salaries, and 
Personal. Very similar to a cash book. 
 
 
B609/3/B/7 Bank Journal, December 1945 to March 1954 
 
 
B609/3/B/8 Bank Journal, March 1954 to July 1960 
 
 
B609/3/B/9 Bank Journal, July 1960 to August 1966 
 
 
B609/3/B/10 Bank Journal, February 1942 to October 1946. Smaller format, but with  
  similar, cash book-type information. 
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B609/3/B/11 Bank Journal, May 1952 to October 1954. Records information as per  
  main description.  
 
 
B609/3/B/12 Journal, September 1951 to June 1957. Records payments and whether  
  these are noted in the Private, General, or Farm ledger, or in old ledgers.  
  These are abbreviated as P/L, G/L, F/L, and Dr & Cr Ledger. Amounts are 
totalled at foot of page. 
 
 
B609/3/B/13 Journal, July 1957 to June 1963 
 
 
B609/3/B/14 Journal, June 1963 to April 1970 
 
 
B609/3/B/15 [Journal], August 1966 to February 1971. A journal-type account book, in  
  which corresponding entries in ledgers [G/L, P/L, F/L, etc] are noted. 
   
 
B609/3/B/16 Journal, May 1970 to December 1980. Similar, but Cereal Station   
  information is included in the Farm account. 
 
 
B609/3/B/17 Journals, 1990. File of individual journal sheets for this year, numbered  
  from 1. Each sheet records account number, description, details, debit, and 
  credit. Each has a journal number, and the ledger to which they refer 
(nominal or general) is noted. Computer printouts summarising Vendor Activity 
Information occur at intervals. Items 16 to 21 below are similar. 
 
 
B609/3/B/18 Journals, 1991 
 
 
B609/3/B/19 Journals, 1992. Part of this file (sheets 164 to 352) not present. 
 
 
B609/3/B/20 Journals, 1993 
 
 
B609/3/B/21 Journals, 1994 
 
 
B609/3/B/22 Journals, 1995 
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B609/3/B/23 Journals, 1996. File. 
 
 
B609/3/B/24 Journals, 1997 
 
 
B609/3/B/25 Journals, 1998 
 
 
B609/3/B/26 Journals, 1999 
 
 
B609/3/B/27 Journals, 2000 
 
 
B609/3/B/28 Journals, 2001 
 
 
B609/3/B/29 Journals, 2002 
 
 
 
B609/3/C Ledgers, 1867-2000 (1824-27) 
 
 
 
  Ledgers, 1867 to 2000 (1824-27). Financial records, somewhat similar to  
  the preceding volumes, recording debit and credit information under a  
  stated account. Typical account headings include Cereal, Oats, Farm, 
Insurances, Rents, and Sundry. Names of individuals and companies also serve as 
headings. Format and the accounts documented vary between volumes. The ledgers are 
listed by type, in chronological order, with some adjustments to place related records in 
sequence. The earliest item present is a ledger of McCall & Co, 1824-27. Later ledgers 
are in computer printout format (B609/3/C/30-72). These include sales and purchase 
ledgers, which relate closely to B609/2/I-J above. They are placed here with other 
computer printout ledgers as all such ledgers appear to have been created and maintained 
as a set. Trial balance ledgers and three files containing sheets of ledger-type trial balance 
information are placed at the end of this sub-section. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B609/3/C/1 Ledger, McCall & Co, September 1824 to July 1827. The accounts  
  documented are indexed at the front of the volume. They include Barley,  
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  Wheat, Commission, and Buildings at Charleston, but also accounts for 
individuals such as Samuel McCall and John Hallaran, and Rents, such as Longfield’s 
estate. 
 
 
B609/3/C/2 Ledger, August 1867 to September 1927. Headings under which debits  
  and credits are listed include Bank, Oats, and Sundry Debtors. Payments  
  and receipts to and from individuals and companies also recorded, 
including salaries and loans. The Sundry Accounts documented include ‘Rosehill 
Capital’ and ‘Rosehill Income’ [relating to Rosehill Cottage and Farm, a rented property]. 
 
 
B609/3/C/3 Ledger, September 1917 to August 1920. Mainly records debits and  
  credits under headings such as AGS, and names of suppliers. There is  
  some documenting of specific accounts, such as Rents. 
   
 
B609/3/C/4 Ledger, September 1920 to August 1925. Includes information on specific  
  accounts, such as Farm, Cereal, and Insurance, and on dealings with  
  individuals and companies. 
 
 
B609/3/C/5 Ledger, September 1927 to September 1931. Similar. Includes a Charges  
  account. This and next four items are indexed. 
 
 
B609/3/C/6 Ledger, September 1931 to September 1938 
 
 
B609/3/C/7 Ledger, September 1938 to August 1943 
 
 
B609/3/C/8 Ledger, October 1940 to November 1949. Some loose sheets inside back  
  cover. 
 
 
B609/3/C/9 Ledger, September 1943 to August 1949 
 
 
B609/3/C/10 Ledger, March 1944 to June 1952. Information entered in ledger fashion,  
  but the volume is unindexed and names of accounts and headings are not  
  given. 
 
 
B609/3/C/11 Private Ledger, September 1951 to June 1962. This ledger gives details of  
  specific accounts, as indexed at front of volume. These include Bank of  
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  Ireland current and deposit accounts, Capital Reserve, Dividends, AGS, 
Loans, Investments, Profit and Loss, Salaries, Transfer and Registration Fees. 
 
 
B609/3/C/12 Private Ledger, July 1963 to July 1972 
 
 
B609/3/C/13 General Ledger, September 1952 to June 1956. This ledger records  
  movements of money under headings rather than named accounts. These  
  include Property Let, Cereal Station, Seed Barley, Telephones and 
Postage, and others. Indexed, as are next three items. 
 
 
B609/3/C/14 General Ledger, July 1956 to June 1960 
 
 
B609/3/C/15 General Ledger, July 1960 to June 1964 
 
 
B609/3/C/16 General Ledger, July 1964 to July 1969 
 
 
B609/3/C/17 General Ledger, August 1969 to December 1970 
 
 
B609/3/C/18 General Ledger, 1972-75 
 
 
B609/3/C/19 Dairy Ledger, February 1937 to February 1939. This ledger is more like a  
  journal in format, noting date, brief description, charges, headings, totals,  
  and amounts lodged. All entries relate to dairy operations. [In respect of 
dairy and farm records (B609/3/C/19-22), see also B609/6/D below] 
 
 
B609/3/C/20 Dairy Ledger, September 1946 to February 1950. 
 
 
B609/3/C/21 Farm Ledger, May 1952 to June 1960. A financial record documenting  
  various accounts relating to management of the Farm. The volume begins  
  with Livestock Accounts, May 1952 to November 1959. This records 
purchases, maintenance, and related costs. Costs include auction fees, vets, and sow 
services. The volume is indexed. Other accounts include: Accounts Control; Combine 
harvester; Depreciation-Tractors; Depreciation-Implements and Plant; Dairy Sundries; 
Electricity; Feed Stuffs; Farm Sundries; Fuel; Forge; Insurance; Livestock; Manures; 
Maintenance-Buildings; Maintenance-Implements and Plant; Milk, Butter and Cream; 
National Insurance; Profit and Loss; Rents Payable; Rents Receivable; Rates; Seeds and 
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Plants; Sales: Milk, Butter and Cream, Barley, Beef, Eggs and Poultry, Oats, Wheat and 
Straw; Roots and Vegetables; Rhubarb; Sundries; Suspense Account; Tractor Repairs, 
tax, insurance, and running expenses; Valuation Fees; Wages; Water Rent. 
 
 
B609/3/C/22 Farm Ledger, July 1960 to January 1972. Indexed, covering similar  
  accounts to those listed above. Includes an Old Anglia account, regarding  
  a car mainly used by Mr Read. 
 
 
B609/3/C/23 Debtors’ Ledger, April 1949 to February 1956 
 
 
B609/3/C/24 Debtors’ Ledger, June 1977 to September 1981. Folder of cards,   
  numbered by contract number, giving name of debtor, date, details, folio  
  number, and debit and credit information. 
 
 
B609/3/C/25 Daily Ledger, September 1951 to January 1960. Financial record   
  documenting accounts in the name of senior staff, including Mrs Bennett,  
  Mr Read, Mrs West, Mr Manning, Mr Hunt, Mr Egan, Mr Mahon, T 
Ryng, Mrs Hallinan, and Ml Riordan. Board of Health also occurs as a heading. 
 
 
B609/3/C/26 Operational Costs Ledger, 1958-64. Ledger noting costs in relation to  
  running of stores, certain wages (stores staff), maintenance, and running  
  costs. 
 
 
B609/3/C/27 Ledger/Analysis Book, August 1924 to August 1932. This book contains  
  summaries of debits, and some credits, mainly under the charges account,  
  but also under the Farm and Cereal accounts, and AGS. The book begins 
with an analysis of the charges account for the year ended 30 August 1924. 
 
 
B609/3/C/28 Ledger/Journal, September 1941 to March 1944. Classed as a ledger, this  
  volume records journal-type information, such as date, payment details,  
  breakdowns under stated headings, totals, and lodgement details. 
 
 
B609/3/C/29 [Nominal Ledger], c1980-86. Volume containing monthly, quarterly, half- 
  yearly, and other summaries of various administrative and operational  
  accounts. These include Pensions, Directors’ Fees, Commissions, Barley 
Competition Expenses, and Office Equipment (part of Cereal Station account). Not a 
printout. 
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B609/3/C/30 General Ledger (Management Reports), 1994. Computer printout noting  
  monthly balances, fixed assets, current assets, fixed and semi-fixed costs,  
  running costs, and other general information. Most pages are headed 
‘General Ledger Management Reports’. In the top left corner the Company’s title is 
stated as follows: ‘WB Nunn (1974) Ltd/John H Bennett & Co Ltd’. 
 
 
B609/3/C/31 General Ledger (Management Reports), 1997 
 
 
B609/3/C/32 General Ledger (Management Reports), 1998 
    
 
B609/3/C/33 Nominal Ledger, 1986. Computer printout giving reports of information  
  for the financial year, including account descriptions, debits and credits,  
  and account activity and schedules. Summary Trial Balances and Audit 
Trails occur throughout. 
 
 
B609/3/C/34 Nominal Ledger, 1987 
 
 
B609/3/C/35 Nominal Ledger, 1989 
 
 
B609/3/C/36 Nominal Ledger, 1990-91 
 
 
B609/3/C/37 Nominal Ledger, 1992 
 
 
B609/3/C/38 Nominal Ledger, 1993 
 
 
B609/3/C/39 Nominal Ledger, 1994 
 
 
B609/3/C/40 Nominal Ledger, 1995 
 
 
B609/3/C/41 Nominal Ledger, 1996 
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B609/3/C/42 Nominal Ledger, 1997 
 
 
B609/3/C/43 Nominal Ledger, 1998 
 
 
B609/3/C/44 Nominal Ledger, 1999 
 
 
B609/3/C/45 Sales Ledger, 1986. Computer printout containing reports regarding sales.  
  These include Audit Report, Integrations, Aged Debtors’ Report, and  
  Product and VAT Analyses, all on a monthly basis. 
 
 
B609/3/C/46 Sales Ledger, 1987 
 
 
B609/3/C/47 Sales Ledger, 1988-89 
 
 
B609/3/C/48 Sales Ledger, 1990-91 
 
 
B609/3/C/49 Sales Ledger, 1992 
 
 
B609/3/C/50 Sales Ledger, 1993 
 
 
B609/3/C/51 Sales Ledger, 1994 
 
 
B609/3/C/52 Sales Ledger, 1995 
 
 
B609/3/C/53 Sales Ledger, 1996 
 
 
B609/3/C/54 Sales Ledger, 1997 
 
 
B609/3/C/55 Sales Ledger, 1998 
 
 
B609/3/C/56 Sales Ledger, 1999 
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B609/3/C/57 Purchases Ledger, 1986. Computer printout containing monthly reports  
  relating to purchases. These include Aged Creditors’ Report, Control  
  Summary, VAT Analysis, Audit Trail, and Integration. 
  
 
B609/3/C/58 Purchases Ledger, 1987 
 
 
B609/3/C/59 Purchases Ledger, 1988-89 
 
 
B609/3/C/60 Purchases Ledger, 1990-91 
 
 
B609/3/C/61 Purchases Ledger, 1992 
 
 
B609/3/C/62 Purchases Ledger, 1993 
 
 
B609/3/C/63 Purchases Ledger, 1994 
 
 
B609/3/C/64 Purchases Ledger, 1995 

 
 

B609/3/C/65 Purchases Ledger, 1996 
 
 

B609/3/C/66 Purchases Ledger, 1997 
 
 

B609/3/C/67 Purchases Ledger, 1998 
 
 

B609/3/C/68 Purchases Ledger, 1999 
 

 
B609/3/C/69 Complete Detailed Trial Balance, 1987-88. A computer printout giving a  
  trial balance on each JHB account, with a batch narrative under each  
  account giving details of all transactions. 
 
 
B609/3/C/70 Complete Detailed Trial Balance, 1990-1991-1992 
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B609/3/C/71 Complete Detailed Trial Balance, 1993-94 
 
 
B609/3/C/72 Complete Detailed Trial Balance, 1995 
 
 
B609/3/C/73 Trial Balance Sheets (Book), 1971. Balance information, for entry into  
  General, Private, and Farm, and Debit and Credit Ledgers. Some notes  
  regarding calculations occur. 
 
 
B609/3/C/74 Trial Balance, 1972-80 (file) 
 
 
B609/3/C/75 Annual Accounts, 1999-2000. Bound statements printed from SAGE  
  computer system. Includes invoices, trial balances, and profit and loss  
  updates. 
 
 
 
B609/3/D Other Financial Volumes, 1845-1990 
 
 
 
B609/3/D Other Financial Volumes, 1845-1983. This sub-section contains remaining 
  financial records in volume format, including bank balance books, sundry  
  account books, rents and utilities accounts books, cheque payments books, 
post books, and minor account notebooks. Personal account books have been placed with 
personal records [B609/9/A/60 & 61]. Files and unbound records follow in the next two 
sub-sections followed by shares, taxation, and rates records. 
 
 
 
B609/3/D/1 Barley Stock Book and Accounts, 1845 to 1916. This volume details  
  barley returns made and cash received for them. The majority of the  
  returns are to AGS. Headings include delivery number, date, quantity, 
price, amount paid on delivery, unpaid, paid after, and when due. Totals are tallied and 
barley and payment details noted as required. From 1897/98, the form of return changes 
somewhat and is not as detailed. Returns rather than payments are documented. Towards 
the back of the book there is a record of barley receipts at Charleston and Ballinacurra 
Maltings, c1860-1889. The last few pages appear to be a financial diary, 1845-1850. [See 
also B609/2/F/1 and B609/2/J/1, above] 
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B609/3/D/1a Barley Stock Book, 1947-74. Volume detailing names and addresses of  
  suppliers, quantities supplied, and costs. The names of agents are noted in  
  some cases. 
 
 
B609/3/D/2 Sundry Accounts Book, 1903-17. Mainly relates to sales of seed barley.  
  Noted are date, customer details, quantity, and whether paid in cash.  
  Amounts paid are not recorded. Other accounts covered include Barley 
Receipts, Deliveries, and Despatches of Dry and Wet Maize. 
 
 
B609/3/D/3 Sundry Account Book, 1962-70. Mainly sundry debtors and creditors  
  accounts, with some officer accounts. 
 
 
B609/3/D/4 AGS Account Book, 1904-46. Financial records regarding costs of making 
  supplies to AGS, e.g., expenses, insurances, sack hire, transport, etc;  
  perhaps to be recouped from AGS, partly or wholly, at year-end. Many 
JHB invoices to AGS present. 
 
 
B609/3/D/5 Depreciation Account Book, 1928-76. Record of depreciation of plant and  
  machinery in malt houses, farm buildings, and dwellings.  
 
 
B609/3/D/6 Bank Balance Book, 1930-51. A record of bank balances on a roughly  
  annual basis. Includes pages of reconciliations of account details, and  
  double entry pages giving the balance for each account on a given date. 
Accounts include John H Bennett’s Account, Charges, Loans, various Barley Accounts, 
Salaries, Dividends, Boards of Health and Public Assistance, and local companies and 
organisations. 
 
 
B609/3/D/7 Charge Account Book, June 1934 to August 1950 
 
 
B609/3/D/8 Cash Receipts Book, March 1944 to September 1946. This and subsequent 
  books note date, description, and the head or account under which cash  
  was received. Headings include AGS, Charges, Farm, Insurance, Sand, 
Rents, Cereal, Personal, Barley Accounts, Totals, and Amounts Lodged. 
 
 
B609/3/D/9 Cash Receipts Book, February 1950 to June 1952 
 
 
B609/3/D/10 Cash Receipts, May 1952 to December 1954 
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B609/3/D/11 Expenditure Book, September 1937 to July 1944. This volume notes date,  
  description, and amount of expenditure under headings such as Wheat,  
  Flax, Hops, Beet, Barley, Oats, Beans, and Upkeep. 
 
 
B609/3/D/12 Particulars of Rents, Rates, Tithes, Income Tax, Land Annuities, and  
  Electricity, September 1930 to June 1965. Volume, a financial record of  
  certain outgoings. Despite being mentioned in the title, tithes and income 
tax are not recorded. The volume begins with a schedule of property with Poor Law 
valuations (September 1930 to February 1951). Other accounts documented include 
Rates Account (March 1952 to March 1965); Electricity (September 1930 to June 1965); 
Midleton Rural Rates (September 1934 to March 1935); Water Rates (September 1943 to 
December 1963); Rents Payable and Land Commission Annuities (March-June 1952); 
Rent Receivable (September 1952 to March 1954); and Insurance Premia (June 1952 to 
December 1957). [See also sub-sections B609/3/H, B609/6/A, and B609/6/D] 
 
 
B609/3/D/13 Electricity, Rates, and Water Account Book, 1966-81 
 
 
B609/3/D/14 Cheque Payments Book, November 1956 to March 1959 
 
 
B609/3/D/15 Cheque Payments Book, April 1959 to August 1961. This volume   
  records cheque payments made, noting date, name, account, details,  
  cheque number, and amount. It is also indicted into which ledger details of 
the payment were entered (e.g., general ledger, farm ledger, etc). 
 
 
B609/3/D/16 Cheque Payments Book, August 1961 to January 1963 
 
 
B609/3/D/17 Cheque Payments Book, January 1963 to March 1967 
 
 
B609/3/D/18 Cheque Payments Book, July 1981 to January 1983. Includes headings  
  such as Motor Car, VAT, Rates, and Exemptions. 
 
 
B609/3/D/19 Cheque Payments, July 1983-December 1990. In ledger format. 
 
 
B609/3/D/20 Postage Account Book, AGS Samples, 1958-76 
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B609/3/D/21 Stamp Book, March 1968 to July 1968. Record of postage, in particular  
  costs of postage, and of cash and stamps left in hand, tallied monthly. 
 
 
B609/3/D/22 Account Book, Account with Imokilly Co-Op, 1962-69 
 
 
B609/3/D/23 Hardware Supplies Account Book, 1966-71. JHB in account with   
  O’Riordan & Forrest, Midleton, Co Cork. 
 
 
B609/3/D/24 Hardware Account Books, 1969-71, 1971-72 
 
 
 
B609/3/E Bank Statements and Harvest Cheques, 1956-96 
 
 
 
  Bank Statements and harvest cheques, 1956-76. This sub-section includes 

 files or groupings of regular bank statements, mainly for the John H 
 Bennett & Company Account, and harvest cheques issued to growers at 
harvest time. Both are placed together as bank-generated records. The records in 
this sub-section and the next (B609/3/F) represent a selection of minor financial 
records of the company. 

 
 
 
B609/3/E/1 Bank Statements, June 1956 to June 1959 
 
 
B609/3/E/2 Bank Statements, January 1973 to July 1974 
 
 
B609/3/E/3 Bank Statements, August 1974 to August 1975 
 
 
B609/3/E/4 Bank Statements, August 1975 to June 1976 
 
 
B609/3/E/5 Bank Statements, June 1976 to June 1977 
 
 
B609/3/E/6 Deposit Account Statements, with related correspondence and   
  memoranda, 1975-96. 
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B609/3/E/7 Harvest Cheques, 1956 
 
 
 
B609/3/F Receipts, Invoices, and Petty Cash Records, 1960-2000 
 
 
 
  Receipts, Invoices, and Petty Cash Records, 1960-2000. This sub-section  
  includes a representative selection of receipts, invoices, and petty cash  
  records documenting the routine and day-to-day financial transactions of 
the Company. Invoices also occur in many correspondence files [e.g., B609/1/E/4 above]. 
 
 
 
B609/3/F/1 Receipts, July 1960 to June 1961 
 
 
B609/3/F/2 Receipts, July 1961 to June 1962 
 
 
B609/3/F/3 Receipts, July 1962 to June 1963 
 
 
B609/3/F/4 Sack Returns Notes (Dockets), issued by hire suppliers of sacks to JHB.  
  Suppliers are J & LF Goodbody and James Sullivan Ltd, both of   
  Anderson’s Quay, Cork. All 1968. 
 
 
B609/3/F/5 Petty Cash Notebook, July 1969 to June 1970 
 
 
B609/3/F/6 File of invoices with related correspondence, 1969-71. Includes AGS  
  invoices, and many others for goods and services. In date order. A set of  
  JHB receipts issued to AGS in respect of malting commission barley, 
1967, also present. 
 
 
B609/3/F/7 Invoices, 1970. Companies invoicing JHB include Eagle printing, Esso  
  Petroleum, gas dealers, sack sellers, and Department of Agriculture. 
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B609/3/G Stocks and Shares, 1920-2005 
 
 
 
  Stocks and Shares Management, c1920-2005. This sub-section includes  
  the small number of records relating to management of company- and  
  staff-owned stocks and shares. Dividend accounts are documented in other 
financial records above [B609/3/C/11-12]. 
 
 
 
B609/3/G/1 Details of Stocks and Shares, c1920-27. Contains vouchers for shares  
  purchased on behalf of John H Bennett. Many of these, and related letters,  
  are sent from F Herbert Davies & Co, London. 
 
 
B609/3/G/2 Payment of Dividends on Shares and Bonds, c1953-67 (1930-46). The file 
  contains many vouchers for public stocks, such as National Development  
  Loan, Dublin Corporation, and Ireland Nominees Ltd. Also present are 
vouchers relating to annual dividends paid out by Irish Malt Exports Ltd and others, and 
an envelope of dividend vouchers for the period May 1966 to July 1967. The file also 
contains a small number of letters and vouchers regarding public stocks for the year 
1930, and the period 1940-46. 
 
 
B609/3/G/3 Dividend Payments Book, 1947-61. A record breaking down by   
  director/officer details of dividends, and related information. 
 
B609/3/G/4 Dividends Account File, 1957-91. File containing bank correspondence  
  and statements, 1957-91. Also present are a note on dividends issued since 
  formation of the company in 1928 (to 1965) and a note regarding 1927-28 
dividends. 
 
 
B609/3/G/5 Guinness Ireland and Diageo Stocks, 1994-2005. File of account   
  statements and summary sheets, seemingly dealing with various AGS  
  accounts, as well as stocks. 
 
 
B609/3/G/6 Stocks, 1996-2004. File of monthly statements of stock period profits by  
  category, with some related documentation. 
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B609/3/H Taxation and Rates Records, 1922-99 
 
 
 
  Taxation and Rates Records, 1922-99. Records relating to the Company’s  
  payment of taxes, including income tax, and of Rates to local authorities  
  based on valuation of business and property. The relevant local authorities 
are Cork County Council and Midleton Poor Law Union. 
 
 
 
B609/3/H/1 Income Tax, 1920-69. A multi-part file relating to income and other taxes, 
  including super tax and corporate profits tax. Included are assessments,  
  appeals, correspondence with Income and Revenue Commissioners, and 
with Company auditors (Maginnis, Burns, Griffin & Co), with related notes and forms. 
There are six parts in all:  
(i) Correspondence with Inspector of Taxes and Income Commissioners, regarding 
income tax, 1920-25; 
(ii) Correspondence with Income and Revenue Commissioners and auditors, and 
schedules and assessments of tax, 1926-32; 
(iii) Same, 1933-43; 
(iv) Correspondence with Revenue Commissioners, and some with auditors, 1956-69; 
(v) Correspondence with auditors, including some with Revenue, 1948-67. This sub-file 
includes some farm and property valuations; 
(vi) Correspondence with AGS regarding income tax on mortgages from JHB to AGS, 
1925-31. 
 
 
B609/3/H/2 Income Tax, 1941; 1956-68. Small, discrete file of correspondence with  
  company auditors and revenue inspectors regarding income tax and  
  corporations profit tax.  
 
 
B609/3/H/3 Tax Returns, 1963-81. File of envelopes of correspondence with the  
  Inspector of Taxes, mainly regarding Pay-As-You-Earn (PAYE) tax, sick  
  pay, tax free allowances, and cessations, all in respect of individual 
employees. 
 
 
B609/3/H/4 Form P II D and Form 46 G, 1993-2004. File of tax forms, the first a  
  PAYE return, the second a return of third party information, mainly in  
  respect of payments made for services provided. Many entries seem to 
relate to payments to growers. 
 
 
B609/3/H/5 Revenue Commissioners, 1968-71. Small file. 
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B609/3/H/6 Wholesale and Turnover Tax file, 1971-72 
 
 
B609/3/H/7 VAT (Value Added Tax) Returns, 1972-81 
 
 
B609/3/H/8 VAT, 1990-99. Records relating to Value Added Tax, including payments, 
  repayments, and information. Mainly correspondence, statements, and  
  printed matter. 
 
 
B609/3/H/9 Rates, 1960-61. Small file of receipts in respect of rates received from  
  JHB by Cork County Council. Some reminders also present. 
 
 
B609/3/H/10 Rates, 1959; 1962-69. File of demands and receipts, arranged by year.  
   
 
B609/3/H/11 Rates, 1964-70. File of tabular information, with some correspondence,  
  regarding local rates, especially for Cloyne and Midleton. 
 
 
B609/3/H/12 Rates, 1970-80 [See also B609/6/D/5 below] 
 
 
B609/3/H/13 Rates, Claims for Abatement, 1945-52. Typescript claims, completed by  
  the Company Secretary, WH Read. The claims list rated holdings of land  
  on which men are at work. Noted is the electoral division, rate number,  
  townland, and land valuation. Particulars of Adult Male Persons at Work 
on the Holdings also recorded. 
 
 
B609/3/H/14 Rates, 1981-88. File containing some demands and correspondence, but  
  mainly consisting of legal correspondence ands documents regarding  
  circuit court appeals against the Commissioner of Valuation, 1986-88, and 
earlier appeals, 1981-83. These latter include an appeal by National Grain Silo Ltd. 
 
 
B609/3/H/15 Rates, 1988-97. This file also consists largely of records of appeals against 
  valuation decisions. Included is a précis of evidence by company directors  
  in one case. Appeals by this time are made to the Valuation Tribunal, not 
the circuit court. 
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B609/4  CORPORATE GOVERNMENT AND COMPANY MANAGEMENT 
 
 
 
  Records relating to the registered status and overall management of the  
  Company, by its Board of Directors, Management Committee, and   
  Company Secretary. Records include articles of association, management 
committee minutes and correspondence, annual reports, and other reports on company 
activity. Also present are  company financial statements and corporate budgeting records. 
These are placed here, and not in the Financial section above, owing to their corporate 
character [see note at start of B609/3]. The Board and Management Committee were first 
created in 1951, when AGS became majority shareholder in JHB. Management prior to 
that is largely documented in correspondence and financial records above (B609/1, 
B609/3), although a few earlier management reporting items are included below. This 
section also contains records of the Company’s involvement in other AGS-controlled 
companies (e.g., Irish Malt Exports Ltd) and in industry and sector bodies (e.g., Irish 
Maltsters’ Association, Seed Trade Association). 
 
 
 
B609/4 /A Articles of Association, 1928, 1951 
 
 
 
  Articles of Association, 1928, 1951. Sub-section containing articles of  
  association of JHB, the first turning it into a company limited by shares,  
  the second effectively representing a merger with AGS, which became the 
majority shareholder. 
 
 
 
B609/4/A/1 Memorandum and Articles of Association of John H Bennett Ltd,   
  incorporated 20 April 1928. Prepared by Thomas Exham & Sons,   
  solicitors. The company is described both as a company limited by shares, 
and as a private company not issuing shares to the public. One copy present is marked 
‘Mrs West’, and contains amendments in pen and on inserted typed notes [possibly for a 
subsequent revision of the articles]. Also present is a page from a business gazetteer 
dated 2 May 1928 including notice of John H Bennett Ltd as a new limited company. 
[See also B609/1/D/3] 
 
 
B609/4/A/2 Copy of Resolutions passed at Extraordinary General Meetings of JHB,  
  pursuant to Section 69 of the Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908. The  
  first set of resolutions, passed on 17 September 1951 and confirmed 15 
October 1951 contains two resolutions. Under the first the name of the company is 
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changed from John H Bennett Limited to John H Bennett & Company Limited. The 
second resolution makes thirteen changes to the articles of association, relating to shares 
and directors. Change 8 makes Esther Frances Bennett and Dorothy Trevor West 
Permanent Directors, not liable to retire by rotation. 
 The second set of resolutions are dated 25 November 1952. Resolution A 
increases and writes up the value of the Company’s holdings. Resolution B increases the 
capital of the company and sets forth how it is to be divided into shares. Resolution C 
capitalises £40000 standing to the credit of the company, for distribution among 
shareholders. 
  Two copies of each set present. These are formal copies of the resolutions 
kept as records of amendments to the articles of association. Copies of these resolutions 
and mailings concerning the Extraordinary General Meetings at which they were 
considered, are contained in B609/4/B/1, below. 
 
 
 
B609/4/B Directors’ and Management Committee Minutes, Annual Reports, 

and related matter, 1951-93 (1929-42) 
 
 
 
  Board of Directors and Management Committee Minutes, Annual Reports, 
  and related material, 1951-70 (1929- 42). Records include minutes Annual 
  and Extraordinary General Meetings, and of meetings of Directors and of 
the Management Committee, Board reports to shareholders, Management Committee 
reports, annual reports and accounts, and some general Company information. 
 
 
 
B609/4/B/1 Board of Directors Minutes and Reports, including minutes of Annual and  
  Extraordinary General Meetings, 1951-69 (1938, 1944-47). File of   
  minutes and reports, with related material. The file begins with Directors’ 
Report to Shareholders and Resolutions for Consideration at AGM of 31 August 1938. A 
rough note regarding directors’ salaries, 1944-47, also present. The remainder of the file 
is made up of Board and AGM and EGM minutes (1951-69), with directors’ reports to 
shareholders, account summaries, agendae, covering letters, and copies of resolutions for 
consideration. AGS was represented on the Board by at least two of the four to six 
members. 

AGM minutes generally note discussion of Directors’ reports and accounts, 
dividends, election of directors, and resolutions proposed for consideration. Directors’ 
meetings generally considered company accounts, management of assets, share capital, 
insurance, management committee, directors’ remuneration, wages, capital expenditure, 
reports, and other matters. Many agendae and covering letters regarding meetings are 
present. Most directors’ reports and accounts present are single-page documents 
containing accounts and dividends information. Some longer reports are also present, 
e.g., draft Annual Report, 30 June 1958, and Summary Report, 11 September 1959. 
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EGMs were called to consider resolutions affecting the Company’s articles of 
association. The most important resolutions considered are those discussed at meetings 
on 17 September 1951 and 25 November 1952 [see B609/4/A/2, above]. 

The file contains a number of drafts of minutes and reports. These have been 
retained as some fill gaps in the record, although some gaps remain, and in some cases a 
draft, together with the approved version, is present. The Board minutes for 1965 to 1969 
form a numbered set, so loose items relating to these years have been placed after the 
minutes on the file. 
 
 
B609/4/B/2 Management Committee Minutes, 1951-63 (1966, 1969-70). The   
  management committee first met on 7 September 1951, and contained two 
  AGS and two JHB members. It was set up to put the relationship and 
dealings between the two companies on a new, clearer footing. Meetings were held 
roughly every two months. A note of Barley Stocks is attached to many sets of minutes, 
and some other loose items are enclosed. The minutes run from 1951 to 1963, with single 
sets of minutes from November 1966 and January and May 1970, together with an 
agenda from January 1969, also present. 
 The first committee consisted of Sir Richard Levinge, AGS, Chairman; Mr 
Mahon, AGS; and Mr Read and Mrs West, JHB. The committee discussed all aspects of 
JHB operations, including barley buying, equipping of malt houses, property, the farm, 
dealings with AGS, transport, and staffing issues. The Manager’s Report, giving 
information on malting in each malting house, was examined at each meeting. 

Many of the earlier meetings (e.g., 5th meeting, 3 January 1952) were much 
concerned with modernisation and improvements. The minutes of the 48th meeting (28 
March 1958) contain an attached report on conversion of No 1 Malting House into a Malt 
Store, as well as a Cropping Programme for 1958. The meeting of 19 December 1960 
discussed losses made by the farm, chiefly arising out of the letting of land to the Cereal 
Station, and costs from performing experiments for the Station. Mr Ronayne, Farm 
Manager, attended this meeting. [See also B609/4/C/2] 
 
 
B609/4/B/3 Minutes and Draft Minutes, Management Committee Meetings, February  
  1979 to October 1985. Copies distributed to committee members by the  
  secretary, who was usually G Farrell, Malt and Hops Department, AGS. 
 
 
B609/4/B/4 Notes taken at Management Committee meetings, October 1951 to  
  December 1960. Effectively drafts of minutes, with copies of enclosures. 
   
 
B609/4/B/5 Notes taken at Board Meetings, 1951-68. Rough draft minutes of meetings 
  of the Board of Directors, JHB. Many enclosures are present, including  
  letters from AGS and DoA. More discussion of the Cereal Station takes 
place than in management committee minutes. 
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B609/4/B/6 Annual Reports from Management Committee to the Board, 1952-68. The  
  reports discuss malting, seed, the farm, property, labour, future   
  requirements, and the office. There are also appendices, such as that 
accompanying the report of 30 June 1953, which has the following headings: A. Malting 
and Seed Grain; B. Analysis of malting costs; C. Farming; D. New plant and equipment, 
Capital development, and Major maintenance works. Headings such as Transport and 
Irish Malt Exports occur in later reports. 
 
B609/4/B/7 Year-end Summaries of production, 1958 to 1963. Year-end figures,  
  copies of some of which appear as appendices to a number of the annual  
  reports above. These summaries seem to have been compiled separately 
however. Also present are some figures on corn labour and electric drying motor costs 
(1959-60). 
 
 
B609/4/B/8 JHB Report and Accounts, 31 July 1975. Typescript annual report and  
  financial statement for the preceding year. 
 
 
B609/4/B/9 JHB Report and Financial Statement, 30 September 1984 
 
 
B609/4/B/10 JHB Report and Financial Statement, 30 September 1985 
 
 
B609/4/B/11 JHB Report and Financial Statement, 31 December 1989 
 
 
B609/4/B/12 JHB Report and Financial Statement, 31 December 1990 
 
 
B609/4/B/13 AGS Printed Annual Reports and related matter, 1988-93. Copies of  
  annual report brochures, interim statements, and notices of AGMs.   
  Reports 1988-93 present. Interim Statements present for 1991-93. Notices 
of AGMs present for 1990-91. Also present is a folder of information regarding AGS 
Employee Share Opportunity (1988) and a notice regarding a capitalisation issue of 
shares (1991). 
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B609/4/C Directors’, Management, and Company Secretary’s   
  Correspondence, 1950-69 (1935-37) 
 
 
 
  Board of Directors, Management Committee, and Company Secretary’s  
  Correspondence, 1950-69 (1935-37). The first file present is a small one  
  concerning the transition of ownership and management following the 
death of John H Bennett in 1935. The second relates to the reorganisation of the company 
in 1951. Files 3 to 15 cover discussions among JHB directors on subjects such as 
company land, staff, wages, loans, capital purchases, and dealings with growers and 
suppliers. Arrangements for meetings are also discussed. Files 16 to 34 cover 
correspondence between members of the JHB Management Committee. There is much 
overlap, as both bodies seem to have had several members in common at any one time 
[see B609/1/D/6]. Files 35 and 36 are comprised of Company Secretary’s 
correspondence, much of which is financial in nature. 
 
 
 
B609/4/C/1 Letters regarding the transition of ownership and management of JHB  
  following the death of John H Bennett, 1935-36. The letters present are by 
  Dorothy McNeill and WH Read, and are directed to Exhams (solicitors), 
Magennis, Burns, Griffin & Co (company auditors), and AGS, regarding the wind-up of 
the estate and the company’s status. In a letter dated 29 November 1935, Miss McNeill 
explains the uncertainty surrounding the company’s future, not simply owing to the 
transfer of ownership, but also the difficult competitive conditions in the Cork barley 
market. 
 
B609/4/C/2 Correspondence regarding reorganisation of the company, 1950-52.  
  Letters are mainly between Esther Bennett, Dorothy West and Sir Richard  
  Levinge (AGS). Other correspondents include AH Hughes (AGS), Mr 
O’Connor (accountant), and Cecil Exham and Denis Quinlan (law agent). The letters 
discuss valuation of the company, including premises and farms, distribution of shares, 
meetings, and resolutions to amend articles. Includes a note by Dorothy West on a 
meeting between JHB officers, an accountant, AGS representatives, and law agents for 
both sides, at the offices of Magennis, Burns, Griffin & Co, on 22 May 1951 to discuss 
the reorganisation, and in particular AGS’ offer for four-fifths of the existing ordinary 
shares. Also present are sheets showing barley sales and purchases figures for the years 
1935 to 1950, and a rough note on farm rents. [See also B609/4/A/2, B609/4/B/1-2, and 
B609/9/E/16.] 
 
 
B609//4/C/3 Correspondence between JHB Directors, October 1951 to December  
  1952. The present file is mainly comprised of letters from the Chairman,  
  Sir RHV Levinge, AGS, with many replies by Mrs Dorothy West, 
Managing Director, JHB. Also present are letters from H Murdock and AB Coulson, 
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Accounts Department, AGS, regarding office reorganisation, accounting practices, and 
investments. 
 
 
B609/4/C/4 Correspondence between JHB Directors, January to December 1953.  
  Many letters are from GP Jackson, AGS. A letter of 24 December contains 
  the information that Sir Richard Levinge is chairman of the Irish 
Maltsters’ Association. 
 
 
B609/4/C/5 Correspondence between JHB Directors, January to December 1954 
 
 
B609/4/C/6 Correspondence between JHB Directors, January to December 1955.  
  Includes letter dated 16 November from Mrs West to GP Jackson   
  regarding the recovery from illness of Mr Mahon, the malthouse manager. 
 
 
B609/4/C/7 Correspondence between JHB Directors, January to December 1956 
 
 
B609/4/C/8 Correspondence between JHB Directors, January to December 1957. A  
  letter of 29 January from Mrs West to Levinge concerns the ‘pros’ and  
  cons’ of acquiring Coppinger land near Midleton. A letter of 14 May is in 
regard to union demands for increased wages, to be made to the IMA. 
 
 
B609/4/C/9 Correspondence between JHB Directors, January to December 1958. A  
  letter of 30 December from Jackson to Mrs West concerns Sir Richard  
  Levinge’s insistence on the creation of a contributory pension scheme [see 
B609/5/E/6]. 
 
 
B609/4/C/10 Correspondence between JHB Directors, January to December 1959. This  
  file contains many letters regarding a new dairy and alterations to   
  Ballinacurra lodge. There are also some letters regarding the new 
Whitegate road. 
 
 
B609/4/C/11 Correspondence between JHB Directors, January to December 1960. A  
  letter of 4 November from Levinge to Mrs West concerns his retirement  
  from the Board. 
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B609/4/C/12 Correspondence between JHB Directors, January to December 1961. In a  
  letter of 30 December, Mrs West thanks DO Williams and the Board for  
  an unexpected increase in salary. A letter of 7 July concerns the storage 
difficulties arising out of the ‘highly dangerous condition’ of No 1 House. 
 
 
B609/4/C/13 Correspondence between JHB Directors, January to December 1962 
 
 
B609/4/C/14 Correspondence between JHB Directors, January to December 1963. A  
  letter of 16 September forwards a draft Cereal Station agreement between  
  DoA and JHB. 
 
 
B609/4/C/15 Correspondence between JHB Directors, January to December 1964. This  
  file contains many letters regarding insurance arrangements. 
 
 
B609/4/C/16 JHB Management Committee Correspondence, September to December  
  1951. This file begins with a letter dated 12 September from Mrs West to  
  Sir Richard Levinge, referring to the minutes of the first Management 
Committee meeting. 
 
 
B609/4/C/17 JHB Management Committee Correspondence, January to December  
  1952. This file contains several letters regarding Mrs Mary Barry and her  
  property in Ballinacurra [see B609/6/C/3]. 
 
 
B609/4/C/18 JHB Management Committee Correspondence, January to December  
  1953. A letter of 31 December refers to distinct Board and Management  
  Committee meetings. 
 
 
B609/4/C/19 JHB Management Committee Correspondence, January to December  
  1954. The file contains letters regarding an extension of the Cereal Station 
  at Ballinacurra. 
 
 
B609/4/C/20 JHB Management Committee Correspondence, January to December  
  1955. Contains letters regarding mechanisation of No 2 Malthouse. 
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B609/4/C/21 JHB Management Committee Correspondence, January to December  
  1956. A letter of 30 May from Mrs West to GP Jackson concerns Mrs  
  Connor’s house at Quay Rd, Midleton, for the 35th Management 
Committee meeting. 
 
 
B609/4/C/22 JHB Management Committee Correspondence, January to December  
  1957. A letter of 9 December from Mrs West to Jackson is in regard to the 
  services of women mending sacks. 
 
 
 
B609/4/C/23 JHB Management Committee Correspondence, January to December  
  1958. No letters for May or June present. 
 
 
B609/4/C/24 JHB Management Committee Correspondence, January to December  
  1959. A letter of 10 June concerns provision of a Cup [trophy] requested  
  by Shanagarry Macra na Feirme. A letter of 8 August concerns building 
work at Ballinacurra lodge. 
 
 
B609/4/C/25 JHB Management Committee Correspondence, January to December  
  1960. Contains several letters regarding wages of men and boys. 
 
 
B609/4/C/26 JHB Management Committee Correspondence, January to December  
  1961. A letter of 30 December concerns tenders for new storage. 
 
 
B609/4/C/27 JHB Management Committee Correspondence, January to December  
  1962. This file contains many letters regarding new storage. 
 
 
B609/4/C/28 JHB Management Committee Correspondence, January to December  
  1963. A letter of 22 April from Mrs West to DO Williams concerns a  
  meeting of the movement for establishing a vegetable and food processing 
factory in East Cork. 
 
 
B609/4/C/29 JHB Management Committee Correspondence, January to December  
  1964. 
 
 
B609/4/C/30 JHB Management Committee Correspondence, January to December  
  1965. Contains several letters regarding a screening plant at No 2 House. 
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B609/4/C/31 JHB Management Committee Correspondence, January to December  
  1966. A letter of 6 April from Mrs West to Williams concerns sick pay for 
  a foreman. A letter of 30 March from WM Hutton, AGS, to Mrs West 
concerns possible capital expenditure on mechanical malting, in the context of ‘future 
developments’ at JHB. [See also B609/9/F/3] 
 
 
B609/4/C/32 JHB Management Committee Correspondence, January to December  
  1967. A letter of 12 June from Mrs West to Miss Curtis, the Malt Office,  
  AGS, is in regard to buildings at the Cereal Station. A letter of 14 June 
from Mrs West to DO Williams concerns a house and garden adjoining No 3 Malthouse. 
 
 
B609/4/C/33 JHB Management Committee Correspondence, January to December  
  1968. Present is a list of AGS companies and subsidiary companies at 30  
  September 1968. 
 
 
B609/4/C/34 JHB Management Committee Correspondence, January to July 1969. A  
  letter of 8 April concerns the issue of bird damage to crops. [See also 
B609/1/A/52] 
 
 
B609/4/C/35 JHB Secretary’s Correspondence, 1940-55. Letters, generally of a   
  financial nature, and mostly from the company’s corporate accountants,  
  directed to WH Read as company secretary. Some letters regarding 
director’s meetings also present. 
 
 
B609/4/C/36 JHB Company Secretary’s Correspondence with AGS, 1961 to 1969, on  
  corporate matters. The main part of the file consists of correspondence  
  between the secretaries of JHB and AGS from 1961 to 1968 on matters 
such as Articles of Association, accounts, companies acts provisions, State aid to 
industry, and company directive on patents. Several letters are from the Chief 
Accountant, AGS. A smaller sub-file entitled ‘Capital Expenditure’ mainly consists of 
completed forms and returns from JHB to AGS for the financial quarters from December 
1965 to June 1969. 
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B609/4/D Company Statements of Account, and related matter, 1918-96 
 
 
 
  Company Statements of Accounts, Capital Expenditure Programme, and  
  Budgets, 1918-96. High-level accounting records of JHB, mainly   
  statements of accounts for the period 1918 to 1968. Other items of similar 
nature and scope also placed in this sub-section. 
 
 
 
B609/4/D/1 Statements of Accounts, 1918-1968. Typescript statements prepared  
  annually by Magennis, Burns, Griffin & Co, company auditors to JHB.  
  Fifty-one sets of accounts comprise this file, with drafts occurring for 
some years, and a statement for 1946 not present. At the front of the file is a document, 
‘Notes to accompany Certified Statements of Accounts, 1918-26’. There is a letter with 
the 1925 statement from AJ Magennis & Co, Accountants, regarding costs. The file has 
been arranged into nine sub-files covering from three to seven years each. 
 
 
B609/4/D/2 Annual Accounts, 1968-70. File containing Company Auditor’s report for  
  31 July 1969, with balance sheet for same date. Also present is a balance  
  sheet for 31 July 1968, anticipated figures, barley account, based on 
current costs, 1968-69, general profit and loss account balance sheet and notes, 1968, and 
a farm account balance sheet, 1969-70. There are also two letters from the AGS Chief 
Accountant’s Department, February and July 1970. 
 
 
B609/4/D/3 Annual Accounts, 1971-80. Mainly drafts, with some notes and letters. 
 
 
B609/4/D/4 Capital Expenditure Programme, 1971-75, and Revision of Profits, 1970- 
  71. File of account statements, related correspondence, and notes relating  
  to planned capital expenditure. 
 
 
B609/4/D/5 Budget, 1990-96. Budget statements, with some related forms, notes, and  
  correspondence. 
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B609/4/E Involvement in Other Companies and Industry Bodies (including  
  Irish Malt Exports and the Irish Maltsters’ Association), 1939-91 
 
 
 
  JHB involvement in and dealings with Irish Malt Exports Ltd, and Irish  
  Malt Products Ltd, and the Irish Maltsters’ Association and other industry  
  bodies, 1939-89. The former two companies, IME and IMP, were 
controlled by AGS. The main function of both was to manage and operate the export of 
malt and malt products to other markets. JHB, in addition to being a supplier to both 
companies, held shares in them and was often represented on their Board. The Irish 
Maltsters’ Association was an industry representative body, which JHB participated in 
with AGS approval [see B609/1/A/26, above]. The IMA’s role in negotiating wage rates 
within the industry is further documented at B609/5/D below. 
 
 
B609/4/E/1 Memorandum and Articles of Association, Irish Malt Exports Limited,  
  incorporated 27 September 1957. Prepared by Fred Sutton & Co,   
  solicitors, Dublin. IME is described as a company limited by shares. 
Present inside front cover is a letter to shareholders notifying them of an annual general 
meeting to be held on 30 January 1969 to consider a resolution regarding a 
recommendation of the Board of Directors regarding distribution of a sum standing to the 
company’s general reserve, to pay up in full unissued ordinary shares. 
 
 
B609/4/E/2 Draft new Articles of Association for Irish Malt Exports Ltd, with a  
  covering letter to shareholders circulated in advance of an Extraordinary  
  General Meeting to be held on 12 September 1968. 
 
 
B609/4/E/3 Memorandum and Articles of Association, Irish Maltsters’ Association,  
  incorporated 16 May 1963. Described as a company limited by guarantee  
  and not having a share capital. A letter dated 13 August 1963 from John T 
Sinnott, Secretary, forwards the articles to JHB and requests a guarantee for £100 as 
required under clause 8 on page 6. It is noted that the guarantee is required before JHB 
can be elected as a member of the Association in its reconstructed form. 
 
 
B609/4/E/4 Irish Malt Exports Ltd Report and Financial Statement, 31 October 1984 
 
 
B609/4/E/5 IME Annual Report, 1986. Notice and proxy form for 1986 AGM also  
  present. 
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B609/4/E/6 IME Ltd, 1958-68. File of correspondence and copies of resolutions of  
  IME, a company on the board of which JHB is represented. 
 
 
B609/4/E/7 Irish Malt Exports (IME) and Irish Malt Products Ltd (IMP)   
  Correspondence, 1972-81. These companies were both based at 51-52  
  Newmarket Dublin, and handled exports and certain sales for AGS 
commission maltsters. Correspondence is mainly with IME, and of a routine character. 
The two companies share most of the same directors, and JHB is represented on both 
boards. 
 
 
B609/4/E/8 IME and IMP Correspondence, 1982-91. Mainly routine regarding settling 
  of accounts and submitting of crop quantities and financial figures. A note  
  initialled by UO’M explains that IME own barley which is malted (as part 
of malting commission), while IMP own barley which is delivered to other companies. 
 
 
B609/4/E/9 Invoices and Statements, Irish Malt Exports Ltd Barley, 1961-76. File,  
  including some letters, relating to shipment of malt for IME. Financial, but 
  specifically linked to IME. 
 
B609/4/E/10 IME, 1967 (1965-68). Correspondence with IME, mainly regarding malt  
  barley commissions. 
 
B609/4/E/11 Invoices, IME barley, 1971-75 
 
 
B609/4/E/12 Irish Maltsters’ Association Correspondence, 1939-71. Correspondence  
  with IMA, the industry representative body for Ireland’s maltsters. Copies  
  of minutes present. Subjects include wage and labour negotiations with 
unions, terms under Conditions of Employment and Factory Acts, and dealings with 
Department of Industry. Copies of IMA rules book, including 1918 rules, present. [See 
also B609/5/A/3 and sub-sections B609/5/D and B609/9/E below] 
 
 
B609/4/E/13 National Seed Development Organisation and National Institute of   
  Agricultural Botany, correspondence and mailings, mainly printed matter,  
  1966-68. 
 
 
B609/4/E/14 Irish Seed Trade Association Report, 1988, and printed matter for 1989.  
  1989 matter includes ISTA Bulletin, Final Harvest Report Sheets for 1989, 
  and a copy of the DoA Recommended List, 1990, for varieties of winter 
wheat, barley, and oats. 
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B609/5  STAFF AND OFFICERS 
 
 
 
  Records relating to JHB staff and officers. These include records of  
  service, agreements, wages, salaries, and pensions records, employee  
  schemes, union correspondence, and other items. Senior management is 
well documented in correspondence (B609/1) and corporate records (B609/4) above. 
Photographs of officers, malt house staff, and other employees are placed in sub-section 
B609/8/B below. 
 
 
 
B609/5/A Workmen’s Agreements and Records of Service, 1917-2006 
 
 
 
  Workmen’s Agreements and Records of Service, and related   
  correspondence, 1917-2006. This sub-section contains records relating  
  directly to service of workers and conditions of work of JHB employees, 
including maltsters, malt house men, cowkeepers, labourers, and others. Records include 
agreements, notices, correspondence (including trade union correspondence), accident 
registers, and other related records.  
 
 
B609/5/A/1 Maltsters Signed Agreements, 1929-42. Signed by maltsters (Malt House  
  workers) as seasonal employees of JHB. See also 5/A/3 below. 
 
 
B609/5/A/2 Printed Government Orders and Labour Exchanges, 1920-48. Includes  
  letters from Department of Industry regarding staff holiday entitlements,  
  1924-25, and copies of labour and cereal-related acts and orders, 1920-48. 
   
 
B609/5/A/3 Notices to Workers, Dismissal Notices, and Letters, 1922-68. The file is  
  comprised largely of notices to malt house men, farm and dairy workers,  
  and industrial workers, regarding terms of employment, commencement, 
working hours, and termination of seasonal employment. Copies of letters sent to 
individual workers are also present, as are a small number of signed agreements. The file 
contains a contract of employment between JHB and Edmond McCarthy, Ramhill, 
Ballinacurra, dated 12 July 1938. McCarthy is employed as a stockman and yardman at 
Ramhill. The post includes the use of a house, and an allowance for calves born and 
reared satisfactorily to the age of three weeks. Also present is a contract of employment 
of George B Taylor, Ballinacurra, as assistant manager at JHB, dated 22 May 1935. Part 
of his remuneration is to come via a commission on net yearly profits. In a letter of 24 
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February 1927 to William Bowen, a prospective farm labourer, John H Bennett writes 
‘my land is in several different places around the village, in some cases half a mile from 
the farmyard [at Charleston, Ballinacurra]’. Also present are a few letters from workers 
and job applicants; e.g., letter from and copies of references of Michael O’Sullivan, in 
application for a position as dairyman (November 1944). The file also contains some 
letters and notices regarding work and wage agreements made between trade unions and 
the Irish Maltsters’ Association [Regarding wage agreements, see also B609/4/E/12 
above and B609/5/A/4 and sub-sections B609/5/D and B609/9/E below. Regarding some 
retired employees from the Company’s early years, see B609/5/E/1 below]. 
 
 
B609/5/A/4 ITGWU Correspondence, 1917-56. Correspondence with the Irish   
  Transport and General Workers’ Union, a trade union representing many  
  JHB staff. Most letters are to or from the local branch, regarding disputes, 
hiring, general working conditions, special occurrences (e.g., special rates), and wage 
agreements. The first item is dated 17 December 1917 and is from T Murphy, District 
Secretary, Dock, Wharf, Riverside and General Workers’ Union of Great Britain & 
Ireland, to JD Smyth, Manager, The Maltings, Ballinacurra, requesting a wage increase 
for union members, a list of whose names he attaches. [See also B609/5/A/3, and 
B609/4/E/12 above, and sub-sections B609/5/D and B609/9/E below.] 
 
 
B609/5/A/5 Accident Books under Workmen’s Compensation Act, 1934.   
  Commencing May 1954, these are formal records of workplace accidents,  
  one book for each malt house or store. However, only books numbered 1 
to 3 contain entries. 4 and 5 have details on the front cover but no entries, and the 
remaining two items are blank. 
 
 
B609/5/A/6 Factories Act Registers and related matter, 1957-2006. File, including an  
  accident report book 1978; register of chains, ropes, and lifting tackle,  
  c1957-70; and general registers (accidents and dangerous occurrences), 
1978-84, 1988-90; insurance reports (checks on equipment), 1990-2006; Company safety 
statement, 4 December 1981; copy of Safety in Industry Act, 1980; printed matter and 
sample forms and notices. 
 
 
B609/5/A/7 Accidents, 1980-94. File broken down by the name of the employee  
  injured in a workplace accident. Contains correspondence relating to each  
  case. Six injured parties documented. 
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B609/5/B Wages Books and Printouts, 1908-2000 
 
 
 
  Wages Books and Printouts, 1908-2000. Records of wages paid to staff,  
  and of work completed. The earliest volumes note staff number, name,  
  days worked, wages per day, total volume of extras (e.g., overtime), total 
value of week’s work, and remarks (e.g., ‘sick’). The later volumes note week, date, 
hours, rate amount, gross wages, deductions (income tax, PRSI, cumulative and other), 
net pay, and name. The Wages printouts contain related reports, including Timesheet 
Audit Report; Control Summary Report; Gross to Net Summary Report; Deductions 
Lists; and Cheque Register (this last is the most common type). Salaries and Pensions 
printouts follow in a separate sub-section. 
 
 
 
B609/5/B/1 Wages Book, October 1869 to July 1895 
 
 
B609/5/B/2 Wages Book, August 1899 to January 1902 
 
 
B609/5/B/3 Wages Book, January 1902 to December 1905 
 
 
B609/5/B/4 Wages Book, December 1905 to December 1907 
 
 
B609/5/B/5 Wages Book, January 1908 to February 1911. Volume, noting work and  
  wages details as per main description above. Pages are headed ‘Weekly  
  Account of Labour’. On the last page is a rough list titled ‘Masons who 
have applied to work on New House, January 1911’. Inside the front cover is a Certificate 
of Registration from Midleton Rural District Council, certifying that John H Bennett of 
Charleston, Ballinacurra, is registered as a cowkeeper and purveyor of milk under the 
Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops (Ireland) Order, 1908 [see B609/6/D/6 below]. 
 
 
B609/5/B/6 Wages Book, February 1911 to August 1912 
 
 
B609/5/B/7 Wages Book, June 1940 to October 1943. Similar format to above, but  
  with two new columns: health insurance, and unemployment insurance  
  deductions. 
 
 
B609/5/B/8 Wages Book, October 1943 to August 1946 
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B609/5/B/9 Wages Book, August 1946 to October 1949. Note on Holiday Pay, 1949,  
  inside front cover. Similar notes occur inside cover of many subsequent  
  wage books. 
 
 
B609/5/B/10 Wages Book, October 1949 to July 1957. Similar in format to 1 and 2  
  above. No front cover, many pages loose. 
 
 
B609/5/B/11 Wages Book, July 1957 to September 1960. Similar in format to 5 above,  
  with note regarding holiday pay. Also present is a note regarding a wage  
  increase granted to foremen and malthousemen in 1953-54. 
 
 
B609/5/B/12 Wages Book, October 1960 to March 1973. A large book, grouping wages 
  records cumulatively: 1960-61; 1961-62; 1962-63; 1963-64; 1964-65; July 
  1965 to March 1973 grouped together. 
 
 
B609/5/B/13 Wages Book, July 1969 to March 1973 
 
 
B609/5/B/14 Wages Book, 1973 
 
 
 
B609/5/B/15 Wages Sheets and Book, April 1976 to April 1980. Sheets recording  
  similar information to that found in wages books, e.g., 7 above. 
 
 
B609/5/B/16 Wages Sheets and Book, April 1980 to April 1984 
 
 
B609/5/B/17 Personal Wages Sheets, 1968-75. Also described as Tax Deduction Sheets, 
  these forms record similar information to above, but are loose forms for  
  individual employees, completed quarterly. 
 
 
B609/5/B/18 Personal Wages Sheets, April 1975 to April 1984 
 
 
B609/5/B/19 Wages Book, January 1984 to November 1985 
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B609/5/B/20 Wages, November 1985 to March 1986. A computer printout, as are all  
  items up to 43, in succession to wages books. 
 
 
B609/5/B/21 Wages, April 1986 to September 1986 
 
 
B609/5/B/22 Wages, October 1986 to April 1987 
 
 
B609/5/B/23 Wages, April 1987 to September 1987 
 
 
B609/5/B/24 Wages, October 1987 to April 1988 
 
 
B609/5/B/25 Wages, April 1988 to October 1988 
 
 
B609/5/B/26 Wages, October 1988 to April 1989 
 
 
B609/5/B/27 Wages, April 1989 to October 1989 
 
 
B609/5/B/28 Wages, October 1989 to April 1990 
 
 
B609/5/B/29 Wages, April 1990 to April 1991 
 
 
B609/5/B/30 Wages, April 1991 to March 1992 
 
 
B609/5/B/31 Wages, April 1992 to September 1992 
 
 
B609/5/B/32 Wages, October 1992 to March 1993 
 
 
B609/5/B/33 Wages, April 1993 to October 1993 
 
 
B609/5/B/34 Wages, October 1993 to April 1994 
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B609/5/B/35 Wages, April 1994 to April 1995 
 
 
B609/5/B/36 Wages, April 1995 to October 1995 
 
 
B609/5/B/37 Wages, October 1995 to March 1996 
 
 
B609/5/B/38 Wages, April 1996-March 1997 
 
 
B609/5/B/39 Wages, April 1997-September 1997 
 
 
B609/5/B/40 Wages, October 1997-April 1998 
 
 
B609/5/B/41 Wages, April 1998-March 1999 
 
 
B609/5/B/42 Wages, April 1999-March 2000 
 
 
B609/5/B/43 Wages, April 2000-December 2000 
 
 
 
B609/5/C Salaries and Pensions Printouts, 1986-96 
 
 
 
  Salaries and Pension Printouts, April 1986 to April 1996. Similar in  
  format to Wages printouts in B609/5/B above. The printouts record  
  deductions, and include personal banking details and employment 
information. Reports contained include PAYE and PRSI Contribution Report, DoA-Farm 
Control Summary Report, and Employee Master File (the most common report 
contained). 
 
 
B609/5/C/1 Salaries and Pensions, April 1986 to April 1987 
 
 
B609/5/C/2 Salaries and Pensions, April 1987 to April 1988 
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B609/5/C/3 Salaries and Pensions, April 1988 to April 1989 
 
 
B609/5/C/4 Salaries and Pensions, April 1989 to April 1990 
 
 
B609/5/C/5 Salaries and Pensions, April 1990 to April 1991 
 
 
B609/5/C/6 Salaries and Pensions, April 1991 to April 1992 
 
 
B609/5/C/7 Salaries and Pensions, April 1992 to April 1993 
 
 
B609/5/C/8 Salaries and Pensions, April 1993 to April 1994 
 
 
B609/5/C/9 Salaries and Pensions, April 1994 to April 1995 
 
 
B609/5/C/10 Salaries and Pensions, April 1995 to April 1996 
 
 
B609/5/C/11 Salaries and Pensions, April 1996-March 1997 
 
 
B609/5/C/12 Salaries and Pensions, April 1997-March 1998 
 
 
B609/5/C/13 Salaries and Pensions, April 1998-March 1999 
 
 
B609/5/C/14 Salaries and Pensions, April 1999-March 2000   
 
 
B609/5/C/15 Salaries and Pensions, April 2000-December 2000 
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B609/5/D Wages Rates and Analyses, 1908-15; 1936-86 
 
 
 
  Wages Rates and Analyses, 1908-15; 1936-86. Records relating to   
  agricultural and labour rates of pay, maintained by JHB, with related  
  correspondence and analyses. For much of the time, wage rates were 
agreed nationally, with breweries and malt houses consulted. Similar businesses also 
liaised less formally to ensure rates of pay were comparable. [See also B609/4/E/12 and 
B609/5/A/3 & 4 above] 
 
 
 
B609/5/D/1 Wage Rates, 1908-15; 1947; 1952; 1969; and related matter, 1936-85.  
  Statements of wages paid by JHB to staff at all levels in the years   
  mentioned. Names and details of position are noted. Also present is a 
notice from 1936 regarding changes to certain rates, and a note from 1959 regarding 
wages for boys. The file also contains some correspondence from the FUE [Federated 
Union of Employers], and some comparative charts, 1938-52. Also present is a report on 
wages in the Cork region, 1985. The file also holds a letter from the ITGWU, 1955, and a 
Beamish and Crawford letter, 1958, regarding a shipment of malt. 
 
 
B609/5/D/2 Agricultural Rates and Wages, 1938-64. The file contains a letter from  
  the Labour Court regarding the Industrial Relations Act, 1946, explaining  
  the purpose of the orders requiring the recording of wage rates. It is noted 
that recording does not prevent an employer from paying, if he wishes, rates higher than 
those in the recorded orders. The file also includes a statement of weekly wages, rates of 
pay, and allowances in force, 14 October 1940. Present are statements of wage rates for 
dairy and other workers, 1942-64, with some gaps. Some statements have press notices 
regarding wages attached. Loose press notices are placed after the statements in the file. 
Copies of statutory instruments regarding agricultural workers are also present. A note of 
‘Particulars required from participating members’ gives figures for men employed, work, 
and productivity in each malthouse, 1954-57. A note of productivity bonuses for the year 
ended to June 1964 covers maltings, farm, and cereal station staff. The file also contains 
copies of Agricultural Wages Board memoranda, 1949 and 1960. 
 
 
B609/5/D/3 Labour (Wages) analysis book, c1956 [largely empty] 
 
 
B609/5/D/4 Labour Costings, 1961-63. Statements of costings for each malt house,  
  including wages, machinery operation, and barley handling, railing and  
  transferring. Wages are balanced with machinery and other costs at the 
foot of the page. 
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B609/5/D/5 Wage Rates and Correspondence, 1961, 1964, 1966-81. File sub-divided  
  by year, containing wage statements, notes on wages, and FUE letters.  
  Correspondence includes exchanges between FUE and ITGWU, as well as 
JHB and ITGWU, regarding wage agreements. Agreements cover Cereal Station staff as 
well as JHB staff. [See also B609/7/C/2-13] 
 
 
B609/5/D/6 Wage Rates, 1970-75. Statements of rates for loftsmen, enginemen, and  
  foremen, on a quarterly basis. Also present are letters from the Irish  
  Maltsters’ Association regarding wages (1972-75). 
 
 
B609/5/D/7 Wages Analyses, 1979-86. Analysis sheets, recording rates of pay (basic,  
  double, bonuses), agreements, dates, and hours worked. Amounts are  
  added up and totals for each date noted. 
 
 
B609/5/D/8 Monthly Labour Inquiry, 1973-80 
 
 
B609/5/D/9 Wage Rates, 1951-78. A mixed file of correspondence (with DoA and  
  Agricultural Wages Board), statements, memoranda, and printed matter.   
  These latter include copies of acts and newspaper cuttings. There are also 
a few items regarding JHB’s pension scheme. 
 
 
B609/5/D/10 Agricultural Wage Rates, 1987-99 (2004-05). File of wage rate statements  
  and correspondence. Also contains Agricultural Workers Joint Labour  
  Committee notices, 2004-05. 
 
 
 
B609/5/E Other Employee Records, c1908-2000 
 
 
 
  Other Employee Records, c1908-2000. Other records, relating to salaries,  
  redundancies, pensions, group health scheme, social welfare, training, and  
  general information. In roughly chronological order, with related items 
grouped together. There is reference to Mr Bennett’s Workmen’s Trust Fund in 
B609/5/E/1, while an account book of the Ballinacurra Workmen’s Club has also been 
placed in this sub-section (B609/5/E/2). 
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B609/5/E/1 Salaries, Bonuses, and Redundancies, 1908-69. File largely comprised of  
  pages from a report on salaries, bonuses, and pensions, with information in 
  tabular form. Begins with statement of number and type of employees, and 
wages and salaries, for year ending 18 July 1908. Typed pages recording staff leave, 
salaries and bonuses for the period 1960-64 follow. A page headed Appendix D reports 
on the labour position for the region. Appendix E gives Anticipated Staff Requirements. 
Appendix E.1 gives Details of Salaries & Co of Staff Proposed to be Retained. 
Subsequent pages relate to staff to be made redundant, and the entitlements of long-
serving staff. Notes are present on the entitlements of two named workers, Dan Hartnett 
and Jim Staunton. The file also contains three typed reports (c1940) on the service of 
three men who began working with the Company in 1899 or earlier. All three receive 
benefit from Mr Bennett’s Workmen’s Trust Fund [see also B609/9/E/10 below]. The 
men are Nicholas Costelloe, Henry Sullivan, and Michael Sweeney. The report gives a 
brief account of their service and condition in life. Two of them receive store credit 
through the fund, as a cash payment would interfere with their State Home Assistance 
payment. [See also B609/5/A/3 above]. 
 
 
B609/5/E/2 Ballinacurra Workmen’s Club Account Book, 1912-26 (1927-33). 
Account book of this club set up by workers of JHB. Receipts consist mainly of 
subscriptions and entrance fees. Expenditure includes charwoman’s wages, newspapers, 
oil for lamps, and some entertainments. John H Bennett seems to have purchased or 
supplied the club with some items, such as oil, and was then reimbursed by them. The 
Club closed in February 1926, but the outstanding balance in hand remained in the Bank 
until December 1933, when, it is explained in a note, now amounted to £9 18s 10d, it was 
‘handed to Maurice Walsh Harb. Master and John Walsh Carpenter and Patrick Mulcahy 
Labourer to divide it among the surviving members of the Workmens Club when it was 
closed in Feby 1926 – See Minute Book of the Ballinacurra Workmen’s Club’ [not 
present]. 
 
 
B609/5/E/2 National Insurance Stamps, 1971-78. Record of stamps earned, and used  
  when staff members are out sick. 
 
 
B609/5/E/3 PAYE and PRSI Record, 1978-87. Records of payment of these wage- 
  related taxes. Employee names are not given. 
 
 
B609/5/E/4 PAYE Receipts, 1967 
 
 
B609/5/E/5 Redundancy Payments, c1969. Staff records of service and forms under  
  the Redundancy Payments Act, 1967. The forms are completed by the  
  employer to claim a rebate from the redundancy fund. 
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B609/5/E/6 Pension Data, 1957-81. A file in three parts: Irish Pensions Trust pensions  
  data, 1957-69; Same, 1970-80; and IPT Non-contributory Pension and  
  Death Benefit Plan correspondence, 1970, 1973, 1976-80. Also present are 
booklets on the Irish Maltsters’ Association Non-contributory Pension and Death Benefit 
Plan explanatory booklets, 1977 and 1981 (the 1981 booklet also covers an Income 
Protection Plan). The schemes cover employees of several maltings, including JHB, and 
were designed and administered by IPT. [See also B609/4/C/9] 
 
 
B609/5/E/7 JHB Pension Scheme, c1965. Envelopes of documentation relating to the  
  participation in the pension scheme of seven named staff members. Also  
  present is some correspondence with the Department of Social Welfare 
regarding these and other pensions. The file also contains a printed booklet of Rules of 
the JHB pension scheme [c1951]. 
 
 
B609/5/E/8 JHB Group Health Scheme [1987] and VHI, 1991-2007. Set of rules for  
  the company’s group permanent health scheme [1987], and a file   
  regarding  dealings with Voluntary Health Insurance Ltd (VHI). The file 
contains correspondence, renewals, and printouts regarding the JHB Group Health 
Scheme with VHI. 
 
 
B609/5/E/9 Social Welfare, 1956-78. File of correspondence with the departments of  
  Social Welfare and Health regarding entitlements, especially national  
  health insurance. Also present is some related printed matter, e.g., 
bulletins to employees. 
 
 
B609/5/E/10 Social Welfare, National Insurance Stamp Records and Stamped Forms,  
  1978-79. 
 
 
B609/5/E/11 FAS, 1983-2000. File of correspondence with FAS, the national training  
  agency. Letters mainly concern training grants and the levy scheme for the 
  food and drinks industry. Records and information regarding staff and 
wages sent to FAS as part of the scheme. 
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B609/6  PROPERTY, ESTATE, AND FARM MANAGEMENT 
 
 
 
  Records relating to the management of the physical property and premises  
  belonging to the Company at Ballinacurra, and of the Bennett Estate and  
  Farm. Property records include inventory, valuation, and insurance 
records, and architectural and engineering drawings of buildings and equipment. Estate 
records include surveys, premises and rent books, and legal correspondence. Also present 
is an 1899 copy rental of Rosehill farm, together with a note by John H Bennett on his 
development plans, credit position, and value of his property [see B609/6/C/5 below]. 
Farm records (B609/6/D) include stock books and DoA correspondence relating directly 
to the Farm. JHB operated its farm as a commercial enterprise, though on a small scale 
relative to its malting business. For instance, it sold dairy products locally and contracted 
with Irish Sugar Ltd for sale of sugar beet. Some farm and dairy ledgers occur among 
financial records above [B609/3/C/19-22]. Farm staff are also documented in staff 
records [e.g., B609/5/A/3 above]. Experimental cultivation of cereal and root crops by the 
Cereal Station was often carried out on JHB farm land (and on the land of some JHB 
growers). This experimental work is generally documented in section B609/7 below, 
although there is some overlap with DoA correspondence in B609/6/D. 
 
 
B609/6/A Inventory, Valuation, and Insurance Records, 1925-96 
 
 
 
  Inventory, Valuation and Insurance Records, 1925-96. Records relating to  
  the protection of the company’s material assets, through valuations and  
  insurances. The sub-section begins with valuations, followed by insurance 
schedules, then other insurance matter. [See also B609/3/B/1 above. Farm valuations are 
quite distinct and are placed at B609/6/C below]. 
 
 
 
B609/6/A/1 Inventory and Valuation of JH Bennett Ltd, Ballinacurra, Co. Cork, for  
  insurance purposes. By Wm. Montgomery & Son, 97-99 Grafton St,  
  Dublin. February 1951. Two copies. 
 
 
B609/6/A/2 Inventory and Valuation of the buildings, plant and machinery, furniture,  
  fixtures, fittings and utensils. The Property of JH Bennett Ltd,   
  Ballinacurra, Co. Cork. On a Replacement Basis. Wm Montgomery & 
Son. August 1957. 
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B609/6/A/3 Northern Assurance Company Agent’s Register, detailing Fire and Life  
  Assurance Policies taken out by JHB, 1887-1966. John H Bennett is  
  described as the agent. The register records date, policy number, ‘short 
copies’ [titles], sum insured, premia, quarter due, renewals, and remarks. Also present is 
a letter from Northern Assurance Co to JHB, dated 25 August 1959, regarding changes to 
the policy covering the building known as Brook Lodge, which policy is to be transferred 
to Miss Kathleen Christina Cullen. 
 
 
B609/6/A/4 Monthly Returns for Fire Insurance, 1925-37. A note on the top of returns  
  reads ‘To be completed and forwarded to the Malt Dept. [AGS] on 1st of  
  each month’. The return covers stocks of barley, malt, combings, and 
sacks. 
 
 
B609/6/A/5 Fire Insurance Figures, December 1969 to June 1977 
 
 
B609/6/A/6 Coyle Hamilton fire insurance register, 1977-80 
 
 
B609/6/A/7 Coyle Hamilton schedules of insurances, 1971-79 
   
 
B609/6/A/8 Schedules of insurances, 1994-2000 
 
 
B609/6/A/9 Insurance file, 1970-72 
 
 
B609/6/A/10 Valuations and schedules of insurances, apparently drafts prepared as part  
  of Montgomery  and Northern Assurance valuations. [c1951] 
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B609/6/B Surveys, Plans, and Control Books, 1896-2006 
 
 
 
  Surveys, Plans, and Control Books, JHB Property and Equipment, 1896- 
  2006. This sub-section contains surveys and plans of JHB property at  
  Ballinacurra, and plans of equipment fitted in premises, mainly malting 
equipment. Some related project files and planning and other correspondence in 
connection with building and infrastructural work also occurs. In addition, books 
documenting plans of equipment, gates and doors, and repairs and improvements are 
placed here. While the plans of malting equipment here bear relation to the malting 
process documented at B609/2 above, it was thought best to place all plans relating to 
premises, including those of internal fittings, and related inventory and repair books, into 
the same sub-section. The first three items are volumes regarding premises. These are 
followed by a letter and a set of drawings and plans of various dates, 1896-1974, relating 
mainly to the Charleston Malt House, formerly in the possession of the architectural firm 
the Southgate Group (B609/6/A/4-29). These are followed by other plans and drawings, 
and related project files, among JHB records. These are arranged chronologically. Also 
present is a file of planning and water supply correspondence with Cork County Council. 
 
 
 
B609/6/B/1 Inventory of Plans at Ballinacurra on 1st December 1910. The plans  
  referred to are generally engineering drawings for malt house equipment.  
  The month and year and a brief description is given for each plan. 
 
 
B609/6/B/2 JHB Repairs and Improvements, 1910-33. The volume relates to work on  
  malt houses and equipment. 
 
 
B609/6/B/3 Gates and Doors Book, 1922. An inventory of gates and doors at each  
  JHB premises, including malt houses, granaries, office, farmyard, outlying 
  fields, stables, stores, Rosehill, and private grounds. For each gate or door 
the following is noted: locality; description (e.g., whether of wood or iron); how secured; 
holder of keys; repairs (including condition); last painted; and paint needed. After the 
gates and doors, the volume contains some other entries. Dated 7 April 1927 is a list of 
bedclothes required for each malt house. Dated 1924 is a list of materials received in 
connection with office renovation (Description and costs). There is also a weekly account 
of labour in connection with office renovation. 
 
 
B609/6/B/4 Letter dated 20 March 1996 from the Southgate Group, architects, to the  
  Planning Department, Cork County Council, forwarding drawings to the  
  latter, describing them as ‘surviving archival materials from the 
Charleston Maltings, Commissioners Quay, Castleredmond, Ballynacorra’. This letter 
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refers to the items listed below [B609/6/B/5-29]. It is thought they came into the 
possession of this firm when the Charleston Maltings building was vacated. 
 
 
B609/6/B/5 ‘Sketch plan of the Midleton Mills’, with sections, Edwin Green CE, 15  
  September 1896 
 
 
B609/6/B/6 Proposed arrangement for columns and steeps, No 2 Malt House   
  (Charleston), sectional end view, Ross & Walpole, Engineers, Dublin.  
  1897 
 
 
B609/6/B/7 Alteration to Maltings at Ballinacurra, cross section through malt store  
  looking at kilns, by R. Boby, Engineers, Bury St Edmund’s. 23 March  
  1900 
 
 
B609/6/B/8 Arrangement of Malt Screens, Barley Elevator and Conveyor, sections, by 
  same [1900] 
 
 
B609/6/B/9 Plan of No 2 Charleston Malthouse as it now stands, in 1901 
 
 
B609/6/B/10 Addition, Charleston Store, 1902, section showing junction between old  
  and new columns 
 
 
B609/6/B/11 Plan of No 2 Malt House (Charleston) when altered as proposed, Undated  
  [1902] 
 
B609/6/B/12 Section at AB on above plan. 
 
 
B609/6/B/13 Section at CD looking west. 
 
 
B609/6/B/14 Section at CD through kiln only. 
 
 
B609/6/B/15 North Front New Kiln Showing Windows, and west front, elevations.  
  Undated [1902] 
 
B609/6/B/16 Sketch elevation of west front [1902] 
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B609/6/B/17 Front elevation of extension of Charleston Store [1902] 
 
 
B609/6/B/18 Tracing, Ground plan of alteration to kiln in Charleston Malt House.  
  Undated [1902; torn] 
 
 
B609/6/B/19 Arrangement of IG Brake H, ‘Hornsby-Ackroyd’ Oil Engine, noted as  
  ‘Erected at No 3 V.S. Malt Ho. 1904’. 
 
 
B609/6/B/20 Section showing depths below level of roadway, foundation for concrete  
  wall, 8 March 1908 
 
 
B609/6/B/21 Draft of specification for Charleston Kiln, sent to HJ King & Co ‘re cold  
  air pipes’, June 1914. 1p 
 
 
B609/6/B/22 Sketch showing timber casing required for building 9 inch concrete  
  wall,17 February 1920 
 
 
B609/6/B/23 Proposed Boat House and Store at the Maltings, Ballinacurra, plan,  
  elevation, and cross section, by Robert Walker & Son, October 1922 
 
 
B609/6/B/24 Sketch plan of interior floor and tiling [Charleston family home], June  
  1924 
 
 
B609/6/B/25 Proposed Roof Lining, Kiln in No 2 House, sections, FA O’Connell, 21  
  July 1926 
 
 
B609/6/B/26 Details of supports for new hopper in No 2 Malt House, Chillingworth &  
  Levie, Architects, Cork, June 1957 
 
 
B609/6/B/27 Details of proposed alteration to Steward’s House at Ballinacurra, by  
  same, July 1957. 2 drawings. 
 
B609/6/B/28 Survey of No 2 Malt House (Charleston), plans and elevations, Denis  
  O’Leary, engineer, July 1961 
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B609/6/B/29 Plans and Elevations, New Drying and Storage Plant, by Sexton & Co, 14  
  January 1974] 
 
 
B609/6/B/30 Small Store, Hot Water Treatment Plant, Stewart Gill’s Drawings: 
  8606/A- Details of holes in tank, etc 

8607- Insulation of tank 
8608- Water circulating system for tank 
8609- MS stands etc at ends of tank 
8612- Arrangement for gas heating of tank 
8669- Arrangement of concrete piers in the tank 

Also present, directions for working ‘Pulsometer’ pump, and general operating 
instructions. Drawings are dated 10 September 1959. Instructions date stamped 22 
December 1959. 
 
 
B609/6/B/31 Sub-station House built for ESB, No 3 Malt House Yard, 1964. 3   
  drawings present: sub-station vents (1960); sub-station doors (1962);  
  and Bennett’s Mills’ building details (1964). 
 
 
B609/6/B/32 Drawing, ‘Schematic diagram of ideal malting process’, by Denis   
  O’Leary, structural engineer, Dublin, dated August 1961. 
 
 
B609/6/B/33 Estimates for Cereal Station Shed, Fuelhouse, and Greenhouse, 1962-63 
 
 
B609/6/B/34 Robinson Malt Turner, 1971 and Suxe Burners, 1986. Two small files  
  containing technical information on this equipment. 
 
 
B609/6/B/35 Cereal Station Extension 1973. Plans and correspondence with engineers  
  and architects, c1973-77. 
 
 
B609/6/B/36 Survey and Plan, JHB Property at Ballinacurra, 1973, 1978. The survey,  
  dated 18 May 1973, is by Chillingworth, Levie, McCarthy & Co,   
  Architects, and is entitled ‘Survey of Premises at Ballinacurra, County 
Cork, for J.H. Bennett & Co Ltd’. The plan is dated 12 September 1978 and entitled ‘Plan 
of Property, Stores, Malthouse, Owned by J.H. Bennett & Co Ltd, at Ballinacurra, 
Midleton, Co Cork’. Each is scaled 1 inch to 16 foot. 
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B609/6/B/37 No 3 House. File of planning and engineering correspondence and   
  drawings in respect of this malt house. 1974. Includes correspondence  
  with Sexton and Co Ltd, Dublin, Engineers. Some drawings present, 1973-
78, also seem to relate to this project. 
 
 
B609/6/B/38 Bord Gais Pipe Line and Gas Supply, 1979-2002. File mainly made up of  
  a large sub-file regarding a Bord Gais pipe line running through JHB land. 
  Consents and correspondence present. Some letters regarding gas supply, 
mainly from 1999, also present. The file also contains a study, Feasibility and Economics 
of a Combined Heat and Power Facility, a scoping study covering eight industries in 
Midleton Co Cork with particular reference to operating on natural gas. September 1980. 
 
 
B609/6/B/39 3 drawings/plans, House at Ballinacurra, 3 bedroom bungalow, July 1979  
  [connection to JHB not clear]. 
 
 
 B609/6/B/40 No 4 Bin. File on this Bin, erected July 1989. The file contains   
  correspondence, contracts, and drawings. 
   
 
B609/6/B/41 Cork County Council Water and Planning, c1997-2006. The file contains a 
  sub-file regarding a particular planning application, the remainder of the  
  file being letters regarding water quality checks, sewer discharge charges, 
and other water and sanitary matters. 
 
 
 
B609/6/C General Estate Management, 1935-71 (1899, 1926) 
 
 
 
  General Estate Management, 1935-71 (1899, 1926). This small sub- 
  section contains records of management of JHB’s properties at   
  Ballinacurra, outside of the day-to-day management of the maltings, the 
farm (B609/6/D), and the Cereal Station (B609/7), which are documented elsewhere. 
Included here are some records of rents and annuities, and legal correspondence 
regarding property. Note that some rent and other property-related financial information 
is also documented in the financial records in B609/3 above. 
 
B609/6/C/1 Rent Book, 1960-71. Record of weekly rent from JHB tenants [on farm  
  property]. Notes names, amounts, and totals. 
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B609/6/C/2 Forms and receipts in respect of payments to Irish Land Commission by  
  JHB in respect of lands, mainly Tithe Rent Charges to the Church   
  Temporalities Account. c1935-63. 
 
 
B609/6/C/3 Documents relating to Various Properties, 1951-56 (1899, 1926). File,  
  mainly comprised of letters from Thomas Exham & Sons, solicitors, to  
  Mrs West, regarding conveyances of premises and property owned or 
sought by JHB, and Company matters. At the front of the file is a sub-file relating to Mrs 
Mary Barry’s public house in Ballinacurra. This premises is seemingly leased from JHB, 
and the correspondence relates to the disposal of the license and the return of the house to 
JHB [see also B609/4/C/17 and B609/9/E/14]. The remaining items, excepting the last 
two, are in chronological order, and relate to a range of properties and subjects: Company 
name change (c1952); a case against a contractor (7 January 1953); compensation from 
Cork County Council for Compulsory Purchase of Labourers’ Cottage Plots from JHB 
(e.g., 25 June 1953); Company documents held by Exhams (11 November 1953 to 21 
April 1954); cases against tenants of JHB houses (e.g., Gleeson case, 18 June to 16 
November 1954); extension to Cereal Station (31 August 1954); letting of Rosehill 
garden (April 1954 to October 1955). Also placed on this file is an 1899 copy rental of 
the Rosehill property, and a note by John H Bennett regarding development plans, in 
which he outlines his credit position and the value of property held by him. Also present 
is a letter from ED Rohan regarding rent on the lands known as the Paddocks, part of the 
lands known as Skellys, rented by Bennett from Colonel Longfield. A note by Bennett on 
the reverse outlines the steps he intends to take on this matter [see B609/1/B/5, 18, and 
24; B609/9/A/46]. 
 
 
 
B609/6/D Farm Records, 1924-81 
 
 
 
  Farm Records, 1924-81. Records including valuations, stock books, and  
  correspondence concerning the management and operation of the Farm at  
  Ballinacurra, owned and operated by JHB. Some of the land was rented 
for experimental growths by the DoA, in addition to the land attached to the Cereal 
Station, so there is some overlap between farm and Cereal Station records. Files relating 
to both, and to administrative arrangements, occur below [see B609/7/B/20-22 and 
B609/7/C/10-13]. The farm includes lands at Charleston and Ram Hill, though these are 
sometimes regarded as separate farms. [See also dairy and farm ledgers among financial 
records above: B609/3/C/19-22 and correspondence, especially B609/1/D] 
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B609/6/D/1 Farm Valuations, 1924-81. Valuation of stock, including livestock, crops,  
  and other property of JHB’s Farm at Ballinacurra. No valuations for 1964  
  or 1965 present. Valuations from 1935 on were prepared by W Marsh & 
Sons, Auctioneers, South Mall, Cork. These are described as valuations of farm stock and 
crops at the Maltings, Ballinacurra, Midleton, Co Cork. Earlier valuations, and that for 
1934, refer to farms at Ballinacurra, Charleston, and Ram Hill. Many valuations have 
related items attached, such as lists of specific crops or herds. Valuations 1928-30 contain 
lists of cattle giving the name of each animal (‘Lily, Daisy, Red Rose…’). 
 
 
B609/6/D/2 Farm Valuation Stock Book, 1951-69 
 
 
B609/6/D/3 Stats Book, June 1959 to June 1981. Record of stock on hand: farm stock  
  (including livestock and materials), timber stock, malting stock (e.g.,  
  fuels), and national insurance. 
 
 
B609/6/D/4 Statements on distribution of crops, including stock, 1964-65, and   
  statements (some draft) regarding hay and silage, cattle, and beet, 1965.  
  Small file. 
 
 
B609/6/D/5 Farm file, c1942-75. Includes contract to grow sugar for Irish Sugar; pea  
  contract; and form for license to keep a bull. There is also a blank form of  
  agreement for JHB as a grower at Ramshill. Also present is some 
correspondence with DoA, and rate collections declarations, including forms regarding 
the employee allowance in respect of rates. [See also B609/3/H/12 above] 
  
 
B609/6/D/6 ‘Notes on Cattle’: DoA Letters, 1929-49. Letters and related matter,  
  mainly from the Department of Agriculture, regarding dairy management,  
  including the Department’s Dairy Cattle Scheme, and dairy registrations 
and butter levies. The Cattle Registration Scheme involves inspections (e.g., 22 January 
1931) and recording of milk yields (15 March 1937). JHB is also registered as a producer 
of non-creamery butters (28 December 1035). The file also contains a memorandum 
regarding the Dairy Produce (Price Stabilisation) Act, 1935, and tabular forms recording 
milk sales from August 1929 to January 1931. Also present are some applications to the 
local authority for registration of dairymen, and of JHB as cowkeepers and purveyors of 
milk. In addition, the file contains a memorandum from Midleton Cow Testing 
Association (31 December 1934), a list of JHB’s shorthorn cattle herd at 14 March 1933, 
and some letters from Albert Agricultural College, and others, regarding animal feed 
(e.g., 14 July 1936). [See also enclosure in B609/5/B/5 above]. 
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B609/6/D/7 ‘Notes on Sugar Beet’: Letters incoming, 1925-37. File regarding   
  production of sugar beet at JHB’s farm. Present are contracts to supply  
  beet to Irish Sugar Company, 1938 and 1945-47. Also present are letters 
from Cork County Committee of Agriculture, which had a role in distribution of seed. 
The file also contains letters from Irish Sugar Company, the Irish Sugar Beet Growers’ 
Association, and printed reports from DoA on sugar beet experiments, 1925-26. Printed 
notices to growers are placed at the back of the file. 
 
 
B609/6/D/8 Potatoes File, 1924-39, 1948. Includes letters from DoA and County  
  Committees of Agriculture regarding potato seeds, cultivation, and export. 
  A letter of 23 May 1935 relates to seed exports to South Africa. Also 
present are figures on costs of growing potatoes, e.g., for 1932. At the back of the file are 
printed notices, pamphlets, and news cuttings. 
 
 
B609/6/D/9 Pigs (and Sheep) File, 1933-39. File mainly of DoA forms regarding  
  certification of pedigree pigs, licensing of boar keepers, and notes on  
  feeding. Also present is a single certificate by an inspector regarding 
dipping of sheep, 24 October 1947 (the only item relating to sheep). 
 
 
B609/6/D/10 Maize, Oatmeal, Field Beans, Cabbage, Rhubarb, and Soft Fruits (Dates,  
  Strawberries), 1932-39. File comprised of groupings of items relating to  
  the above-named crops. Items include departmental letters, licenses, and 
information on cultivation. The maize grouping contains a number of licenses (1936-39). 
Oatmeal items relate mainly to registration as oatmeal millers, and to export of cereals, 
with reference to the Agricultural Produce (Cereals) Act, 1934 (1934-39). There are two 
items regarding field beans (1937), one item regarding cabbage [undated; 1935?], two 
items regarding strawberries (1932, 1936), one item regarding rhubarb (1938), and one 
item regarding dates (1936). At the end of the file is a memorandum of a [DoA] visit to 
England and Scotland to inspect cultivation of soft fruits, and growth of early potatoes 
(28 April 1932). 
 
 
B609/6/D/11 Fertiliser Credit (Wheat) Scheme, 1943-51. File of notes recording   
  dockets surrendered under this scheme, noting docket number, and   
  quantities of wheat [or fertiliser]. Marked ‘Farm File’. 
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B609/7  DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE CEREAL STATION 
 
 
 
  This section is largely based around the Cereal Station at Ballinacurra, a  
  centre for experimentation in barley cultivation, created by the Department 
  of Agriculture in collaboration with AGS, who largely funded it. The 
Department oversaw its scientific operations, and John H Bennett was its first Director, 
overseeing its administration. The Station managed an ongoing series of experiments to 
improve the quality of Irish barley, and standards of cultivation. It later conducted 
experiments on other crops, and operated its own farm. The Company arranged for 
experiments to be carried out on its own lands and those of some of its growers. Pedigree 
barley seed was distributed from the Station by JHB. Owing to this close relationship and 
the importance of the Cereal Station, JHB’s involvement in it is documented throughout 
the collection. In particular, correspondence series include much reference to it [e.g., 
B609/1/A, B609/1/D, and B609/4/C]. There is also some overlap with farm records 
[B609/6/D]. Information regarding the Station is also recorded in the diaries of John H 
Bennett (B609/9/A) and Dorothy West (B609/9/E). This section brings together records 
and series relating directly to the Station, including correspondence (mainly with DoA), 
administrative, and scientific records.  
 
 
 
B609/7/A Letters to the Department concerning the Cereal Station, 

1932-77 
 
 
 
  Letters from JHB to the Department of Agriculture concerning the Cereal  
  Station, 1932-77, including Proposals (agreements) between them, 1931- 
  61. The letters relate to day-to-day Cereal Station operations, including 
those at its Farm. The letters are in date order, and are numbered, with each file preceded 
by an index. Typical headings are Accounts; Estimates; Agreements; Barley; Oats; 
Wheat; Flax; Maize; Beet; Cattle; Dairy Produce; Pigs; Weather; Pamphlet; General; 
Root Seeds; Stocktaking; Stationery; Requisitions. Distribution and sale of seed oats and 
barley is a prominent subject. The files, and related index, cover one to three years. The 
proposals are formal signed documents agreeing to pay a certain price to the Department 
for a stated quantity of pedigree seed barley, delivered at the Cereal Station. Also present 
are some proposals relating to pedigree oats, oats drill experiments, and pedigree spring 
wheat (B609/7/A/22). Letters from the Department were originally filed as a separate 
series, generally with different files for different crops, and so have been placed in sub-
section B609/7/B below. Letters relating more directly to scientific work alone were also 
placed on distinct files; these occur in B609/7/D below. 
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B609/7/A/1 Department of Agriculture Letters, outgoing, March 1932 to December  
  1934. Most of the letters are directed to Mr JC Chaloner. Many relate to  
  Departmental policy and inspectors. There are many types of inspectors, 
including potato inspectors. The Department approves and often arranges distribution, 
sale, and export of seed. There is reference to agricultural laboratories and schools, 
including Albert Agricultural College, Glasnevin. 419 Items 
 
 
B609/7/A/2 Department of Agriculture Letters, outgoing, January 1933 to August  
  1936. The index for this file includes the headings Soya Beans, Hops, and  
  Dressings. 246 Items 
 
 
B609/7/A/3 Department of Agriculture Letters, outgoing, September 1936 to August  
  1938. Letter 81 forwards a list of propagations and experiments at the  
  Cereal Station for the Department’s pamphlet. 118 Items 
   
 
B609/7/A/4 Department of Agriculture Letters, outgoing, September 1938 to August  
  1939. 129 Items 
 
 
B609/7/A/5 Department of Agriculture Letters, outgoing, September 1939 to August  
  1940 
 
 
B609/7/A/6 Department of Agriculture Letters, outgoing, September 1940 to August  
  1941. 70 Items [Frayed at corners, with incision on top right] 
 
 
B609/7/A/7 Department of Agriculture Letters, outgoing, September 1941 to August  
  1942. 103 Items 
 
 
B609/7/A/8 Department of Agriculture Letters, outgoing, September 1942 to August  
  1943. 104 Items 
 
 
B609/7/A/9 Department of Agriculture Letters, outgoing, September 1943 to August  
  1944. 80 Items 
 
 
B609/7/A/10 Department of Agriculture Letters, outgoing, September 1944 to August  
  1945. 80 Items 
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B609/7/A/11 Department of Agriculture Letters, outgoing, September 1945 to August  
  1946. 88 Items 
 
 
B609/7/A/12 Department of Agriculture Letters, outgoing, September 1946 to August  
  1947. 115 Items 
 
 
B609/7/A/13 Department of Agriculture Letters, outgoing, September 1947 to August  
  1948. 91 Items 
 
 
B609/7/A/14 Department of Agriculture Letters, outgoing, September 1948 to August  
  1949. 83 Items 
 
 
B609/7/A/15 Department of Agriculture Letters, outgoing, September 1949 to October  
  1950. 95 Items 
 
 
B609/7/A/16 Department of Agriculture Letters, outgoing, October 1950 to August  
  1951. 31 Items 
 
 
B609/7/A/17 Department of Agriculture Letters, outgoing, September 1951 to June  
  1952. 37 Items 
 
 
B609/7/A/18 Department of Agriculture Letters, outgoing, July 1952 to June 1953. 
  29 Items 
 
 
B609/7/A/19 Department of Agriculture Letters, outgoing, July 1953 to June 1954. 
  44 Items 
 
 
B609/7/A/20 Department of Agriculture Letters, outgoing, July 1954 to June 1955. 
  56 Items 
 
 
B609/7/A/21 Letters from JHB to DoA, 1955-1977. Outgoing letters from JHB,   
  arranged by year and indexed. Index headings include the following:  
  Accounts (estimates, agreements, stocktaking, stationery, sacks, 
requisitions); Barley; Oats-Labour; Wheat (and maize, beet, and root seeds); Conferences 
(and inspections, dressings, and samples); Material for DoA pamphlet; General and Seed 
Testing; Weather; Livestock. Letters are directed to the secretary of the Department. 
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Most relate to the Cereal Station and its work of propagation and experimentation, and to 
distribution of seed and related matters, such as export licenses. The large file has been 
arranged into 22 folders, each covering a year, usually from April to April, though later 
files run from June to June. 
 
 
B609/7/A/22 Proposals (agreements) by JHB to the Minister for Agriculture, regarding  
  distribution of pedigree seed barley, oats, and spring wheat. The file is  
  largely comprised of copies of the proposals, dated and signed on behalf 
of JHB, and with acceptance on behalf of the Minister also signified by signature and 
date. Present are proposals for distribution of pedigree seed barley, 1931-45, and 1950-
61. In the proposals, JHB agrees to a price in exchange for a stated quantity of seed, 
delivered at the Cereal Station, and agrees to stated conditions. The file also contains 
proposals for seed oats for 1931-32, 1937, and 1942, and a proposal for the Oats Drill 
Strip Experiment, 1950. Also present is a proposal for distribution of pedigree spring 
wheat, 1940. 
 
 
 
 
B609/7/B Letters Received regarding the Cereal Station, 1899-2004 
 
 
 
  Letters Received regarding the Cereal Station, and administrative   
  correspondence, 1899 to 2004. The sub-section contains letters, mainly  
  from the Department of Agriculture, regarding experimental work and 
general operations at the Cereal Station. Files regarding specific crops are placed at the 
start of the sub-section [B609/7/B/1-16], followed by more general, administrative files. 
Non-correspondence Cereal Station administrative records are placed in the next sub-
section (B609/7/C). Remaining records regarding experimental work, mainly consisting 
of reports, tables, and printed matter, are placed in sub-section B609/7/D. These records 
overlap with records in the present sub-section, but are kept separate as they are not 
correspondence files, and relate more closely to the printed reports also placed in that 
sub-section. Reports and printed matter occurring on files in the present sub-section have 
been left in place. 
 
 
B609/7/B/1 Barley File, 1899-1927. File of general, statistical, and scientific   
  information on barley growing in general, and JHB barley in particular.  
  The file contains several subsections. 1. Barley cultivation, pedigree 
barley, soil, and deliveries. Consists of analyses, tabular data, and some letters, 1914-25. 
2. Malting 1899-1968 (mainly to 1920), papers on meeting of commission maltsters, 
reports on malting and premises, barley experiments, and some figures. 3. Duplicates of 
matter sent to Mr Beaver, AGS, regarding his ‘145’ barley, as taken from DoA journals, 
1912-15 (covering letter dated 7 March 1924). 4. Copy of article by John H Bennett, 
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‘Some remarks on malt kilns and the use of Portland cement in making malt floors’. April 
1903 (draft). 5. Copies of lectures by G.H. Morris. 6. Letters from Captain Henry Hunter, 
University of Cambridge School of Agriculture, regarding barley experiments and 
scientific developments. 1919-22, with one letter from 1927. 7. File on ‘Show Barley’, 
for events such as the Royal Dublin Society’s Agricultural Show, 1900-22. 
 
 
B609/7/B/2 Barley file, 1921-22. A general file, with incoming letters from DoA and  
  County Committees of Agriculture, and statements and reports regarding  
  propagation, experiments, and distribution. Letters directed to John H 
Bennett are varyingly addressed to the Cereal Station and JHB, but seem to be sent to 
him in his capacity as director of the Cereal Station. 
 
 
B609/7/B/3 Barley File, c1925-30. Similar to 2 above. Headings include: A.   
  Nomenclature; B. Conferences; C. Scheme for improvement of barley; D.  
  Material for DoA pamphlet; E. Annual Inspection; F. Barley Cultivation in 
Ireland; G. Issue of 37/6 (Spratt-Archer barley); H. The changeling; IJ. Spratt-Archer 
37/4; K. Intermediate Ears; L. ‘A’ and ‘B’ Samples; M. Diseased Plants; Mc. Weather 
and Crops. 
 
 
B609/7/B/4 Barley file, c1926-30. Indexed. Headings include the following: A.  
  Germination; B. Garden Plots; C. Small Scale Experiments; D. Half-inch  
  Drill Strip Experiments; E. Nitrogen Experiments; F. Disinfectants 
Experiments; G. Large Scale Experiments; H. Department’s Growers; IJ. Tirconail 
(Donegal); K. July 6 Rowed (Barley); L. Beaven 112 F; M. Oats in Barley; O. Northern 
Ireland Ministry; PQ. Cambridge; R. Imperial College (and Rothamsted); S. Canada; Sh. 
New Zealand; St. Denmark; T. General Communications; UV. Accounts; W. Machinery 
and Buildings. ‘July 6 Rowed’ is a variety of barley from Denmark. ‘Rothamsted’ is the 
location of the experimental maltings of Lawes Agricultural Trust. 
 
 
B609/7/B/5 Barley file, 1931-34. Similar to above, but no index present. Items   
  grouped under ‘T’ include inspection reports on visits to the Cereal  
  Station. Items under ‘N’ include a letter to John H Bennett from ES 
Beaven, The Maltings, Warminster, in which he remarks ‘I am always saying that the 
best hope for a United Ireland which will be con amore within the Commonwealth 
depends very much on the prosperity of Guinness, which is the best truly Anglo-Irish 
institution and ought to be such an effective connecting link as to be a great factor in that 
direction’ (15 March 1934). 
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B609/7/B/6 Barley File, 1940-59. The file is broken into nine sub-sections of related  
  documentation. 1. Conferences 1940-59. Conferences are on barley and  
  experiments, and on wheat, oats, barley and cereals. There are also 
conferences on distribution and propagation of seed oats and barley. These are DoA 
events. 2. Barley Cultivation in Ireland, 1940-52. Statistical reports. 3. Large and small 
scale variety experiments, 1941-48. Statistical tables. 4. Scheme for Improvement of 
Seed Barley, 1941-51. Consists of DoA correspondence and related Cereal Station 
reports. 5. Propagations and experiments in cultivation of cereals, flax, and crops, Cereal 
Station, 1941-51. Includes DoA Seed Propagation Division Reports, and related weather 
reports. 6. Inspections of growing crops of barley, 1940-52. Consists of inspectors’ 
reports and related correspondence. 7. Seed barley, 1948-53. Includes testing reports, 
DoA seed scheme forms, and correspondence regarding the distribution of short-strawed 
barley seeds. 8. DoA correspondence, mainly regarding barley. Topics include scheme 
for distribution of pedigree seed, variety trials, and experiments. 1940-54. 9. Oats file, 
1941-58. 9. Correspondence along similar lines to 8. above, with DoA, County 
Committees of Agriculture, agricultural colleges, and letters from commercial seed 
distributors. Also present are Seed Testing Station Reports, 1941-55. 
 
 
B609/7/B/7 Barley file, 1954-71. Headings include: A. General Correspondence; B.  
  Accounts; C. Distribution of Pedigree Seed Barley; D. Small Scale  
  Experiments; EF. Half Strip Drill Experiments; GH. Disinfectants; IJ. 
Large Scale Experiments; K. Correspondence regarding agreements and Department’s 
growers; L. [ ] Scheme; M. Conferences; NO. Scheme for Improvement of Barley; PQ. 
Material for Department’s Pamphlet; R. Annual Inspection, Inspections; S. Barley 
Cultivation in Ireland; TU. Material for Report of Seed Propagation Division; VW. 
Barley Varieties and Inspections of Growing Crops; XYZ. Germination Figures. The file 
is not as tidily arranged as the headings suggest, with A, B, C, M, NO, S, VW, and XYZ 
occurring as listed. Records relating to experiments are grouped under D-J and PQ. [See 
also B609/2/I/26-27 above] 
 
 
B609/7/B/8 Wheat file, 1918-35. A mixed file, in three main parts, with much material 
  relating to barley as well as to wheat. The first is correspondence, mainly  
  letters from the Agricultural Branch of the Department of Agriculture and 
Technical Instruction, and the Seed and Plant Division, to JHB. Some letters from 
Cambridge School of Agriculture and from commercial customers also present. There is 
also a small sub-file of letters from DoA regarding trials into the Wolfryn Electro-
Chemical Process of Treating Seed Grain (1918-20). The second main part is made up of 
reports and printed statements by JHB and DoA on barley cultivation, experiments, 
expenditure, and seasons (1920-35). Oats, flax and barley are all referred to, in addition 
to wheat. A statement headed ‘Barley in 1935’ begins ‘the 1935 barley probably provided 
the best malting quality ever known in Ireland, and extracts were higher than ever 
recorded’. The final part of the file consists of printed matter, mainly articles regarding 
barley cultivation. The file also contains a small notebook-diary, noting brief details of 
barley types planted and the quality of crop. 
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B609/7/B/9 Oats file, 1920-40 (1915-16). File mainly consisting of correspondence  
  regarding oats distribution and experiments. Main correspondents are DoA 
  and agricultural instructors with County Committees of Agriculture, 
although letters from farmers, businesses and laboratories are also present. The file also 
contains reports and statements regarding distribution and propagation, e.g., ‘List of 
persons who obtained Pure Seed White Oats from DATI Cereal Station, Ballinacurra, 
1915, and summary of reply to inquiry re seeds and results’. There is also an ms copy of a 
report by Mr Hume on Black Oats grown in 1922. The file also contains advertisements 
and order forms for seed oats, 1939-40, and a printed DoA pamphlet regarding 
scholarships, 1925-26. 
 
 
B609/7/B/10 ‘Oats’ File, 1925-35. The file is in A-Z order, with headings such as  
  Conferences, Departmental Experimental Plots, Variety Trials, Smut,  
  Accounts, and various varieties of oats and barley. Mainly 
correspondence, but with some reports and scientific notes present. 
 
 
B609/7/B/11 Department Seed Orders, 1936. File mainly of letters from the secretary of 
  section G3, DoA, requesting despatch of pedigree oats. Also includes  
  letters from County Committees of Agriculture, requesting seed on behalf 
of named growers. A DoA letter of 8 February encloses a list of names and addresses of 
Instructors in Agriculture to whom seed for variety trials with oats are to be sent. 
 
 
B609/7/B/12 Flax file, 1911-13; 1919-25. The file contains correspondence with DATI,  
  and with flax instructors and customers, 1919-25. A sub-file relates to the  
  treatment of diseased or infected flax, 1911-13. Statements and reports on 
flax cultivation and experiments, including test results, 1920-25, are also present. 
 
 
B609/7/B/13 Flax (Empire Flax-growing Committee), 1918-40. Early letters and reports 
  in this file relate to the Empire Flax-growing Committee, but subsequent  
  items are from DoA. The file is arranged in sections: A. Evidence 
submitted to Flax-growing Committee; B. Conferences; C. Propagations (including 
experiments); D. Dressing experiments and seed tests; E. ‘J.W.S.’; F. General letters; G. 
Foreign letters. 
 
 
B609/7/B/14 Maize Drying, 1917. Small file regarding drying by JHB of damaged  
  maize supplied by Messrs Mann & Bear Ltd. This drying was carried out  
  by JHB and other companies to make the maize useable as a food stuff in 
a time of war-time shortage. Mr Mann writes ‘the patriotic action of these firms is 
appreciated by those who know the food position’. 



B609/ 

All Rights Reserved © Cork City and County Archives 2008 152

 
 
B609/7/B/15 Rye Grass file, 1919-21. Correspondence with DoA regarding the   
  experimental growing of rye grass at Ballinacurra. Includes a ‘Report on  
  Perennial and Italian Rye Grass in 1919 on the farm of Mr Con Deasy, 
Ballinacurra’. 
 
 
B609/7/B/16 Potatoes and Sugar Beet (Root Crops), 1908, 1913, 1917, 1919, 1922,  
  1925. Some correspondence with DoA, and statements on experimental  
  growths and inspections, mainly regarding potatoes. 
 
 
B609/7/B/17 General file, 1921-22. DATI letters to John H Bennett, Cereal Station,  
  Ballinacurra. Principal subjects addressed are financial matters,   
  conferences, shows, and tours, dealings with AGS, and general aspects of 
cereal and crop cultivation. A letter of 28 January 1921 concerns the disposal of Irish 
barley, in the face of its poor malting quality this season, and cheaper and better foreign 
imports. 
 
 
B609/7/B/18 DoA Correspondence (general), 1926-47. Letters from the DoA, mainly  
  regarding administrative aspects of Cereal Station operations (e.g.,   
  accounts, stocktaking), but also some letters regarding experiments and 
trials. Not falling into obvious sub-divisions, the file has been arranged in reverse 
chronological order. Present are a number of letters regarding experiments with the wheat 
variety ‘Red Marvel’. 
 
 
B609/7/B/19 DoA Correspondence (Experimental), 1935-65. Letters from DoA   
  regarding barley experiments at the Cereal Station. Sub-divided under the  
  following headings: (i) Barley Conferences: minutes, reports, related 
figures, and notes, 1956-59; (ii) Barley Experiments: results and figures, 1942-64 (mainly 
1955-57); (iii) Scheme for the Certification of Seed Wheat, Seed Oats, and Seed Barley, 
1956-62; (iv) Distribution of Pedigree Seed Barley, 1959, 1965; (v) Reports on 
Experiments at Cereal Station, Hops, Sugar Beet, and Soya Beans, 1935-38. 
 
 
B609/7/B/20 Cereal Station file, 1953-70. DoA correspondence. Headings include the  
  following: A. General, Sacks, Stationary, Weather Reports; B. Estimates  
  and Accounts; C. Repairs, Improvements, and Machinery; D. 
Requisitions, Loans, Disposals; EF. Wheat; GH. Sugar Beet; IJ. Flax; KL. Roots; Mc. 
Short-strawed Barleys; M. Inspection of Cereal Station. 
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B609/7/B/21 Cereal Station Statements and correspondence, 1972-83. File containing  
  correspondence relating to the Cereal Station, grouped by year in reverse  
  chronological order. The letters mainly relate to administrative and 
financial matters, and the main correspondents are AGS and DoA. The file also contains 
a section on Plant and Machinery purchased by the Station through JHB, 1974-83. There 
are also some letters regarding farm costs, 1972-76. 
 
 
B609/7/B/22 Department of Agriculture, 1981-96; 1997-2004. Two files of   
  correspondence with DoA, mainly on financial and administrative matters. 
  Some letters on the winding up of the Cereal Station present. Many letters 
relate to monthly claims [see B609/7/C/9, below]. 
 
 
 
B609/7/C Cereal Station Administrative Records, 1901-2003 
 
 
 
  Cereal Station Administrative Records, 1901-2003. This sub-section  
  contains records relating directly to administration of the Cereal Station.  
  One minute book is present for the years 1901-07, although it is more of a 
summary of activities rather than a set of formal minutes. The sub-section mainly consists 
of Cereal Account Books, which note reference number, variety, where grown, raw 
weight, kiln-dried weight, quantity sold, quantity used in experiments, cash received, 
balances due, and remarks. Labour accounts also occur in some volumes. An accounts 
file, 1918-22, is present (B609/7/C/7), as are accounts with the Department of 
Agriculture. The sub-section also contains small files on brewers’ visits to the Station in 
1931, 1933, and 1957. 
 
 
 
B609/7/C/1 Cereal Station Minute Book and Record Book, 1901-07. Inside the front  
  cover, the volume is given the title ‘Department of Agriculture Minute  
  Book, Account of Experimental Cultivations, and of Mr HC Sheringham’s 
investigations into the General Cultivation of the Barley Crop in Co Cork. March 1901’. 
Initially written by John H Bennett.  On the first page he records a conference between 
AGS and the Vice-President of DoA ‘at which it was agreed that an Expert be appointed 
to devote his whole time to instructing, experimenting, and procuring statistics 
concerning the cultivation of Barley in the County of Cork and County of Tipperary – 
Statistics to be confined at first to the Cloyne district of Co Cork’. It is also noted that 
experiments are to be extended beyond the quarter acre plots grown the last two years. 
Much of the remainder of the book is written in diary form, noting HC Sheringham’s 
appointment as the expert on 14 February, his work, and visits by him and Bennett to 
inspect experimental plots, as well as ongoing meetings and correspondence with the 
Department. This record is broken up in places by statistical tables and notes of lectures 
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given by Sheringham. Diagrams showing varieties sown and layout of plots are also 
included. Entries from 1904 are in a different hand [probably Sheringham’s]. 
 
 
B609/7/C/2 Cereal Account Book, 1925 to 1930. The volume presents estimates  
  followed by accounts for each year. These include accounts relating to  
  crops, mainly barley, but also flax and oats. Sundries account, capital 
office upkeep (including wages) and cereal upkeep (threshing, cutting, drawing) also 
accounted for. The volume includes a ‘List of Cereals produced in 1926 and distributed 
in 1927 from Ballinacurra’. Inside the front cover is a statement of ‘Estimates of Receipts 
and Expenditure for Cereal Work at the Department’s Cereal Station, Ballinacurra, Co 
Cork, for the Year from 1st April, 1927 to the 1st April 1928’. 
 
 
B609/7/C/3 Cereal Production Account Book, 1930-36. Account of labour, credits and 
  sundries regarding cereal production. 
 
 
B609/7/C/4 Cereal Labour Account Book, September 1944 to March 1951. Account of 
  labour costs, not a wage book as such. 
 
 
 
B609/7/C/5 Cereal Account Book, 1951 to 1953. This volume contains no cereal sales  
  accounts, but does account for sundry, capital, and running costs. Casual  
  labour costs are accounted separately towards the back of the book. 
 
 
B609/7/C/6 Cereal Account Book, 1954 to 1956 
 
 
B609/7/C/7 Cereal Station Account File, 1918-22. File consisting of requisitions,  
  requests for payment or authority to carry out works, and correspondence  
  regarding settling of quarterly accounts, payments for seeds distributed, 
and purchase of required chemicals and equipment. 
 
 
B609/7/C/8 Cereal Station Labour and other Accounts Book, 1960-65 (1973).   
  Contains summaries up to 1973. Financial but specific to Cereal Station.  
 
 
B609/7/C/9 Cereal Station Accounts Book, 1982-86 
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B609/7/C/10 Farm Rental User and Bookkeeping Fees, 1969 to February 2003 (final).  
  A DoA record. JHB was reimbursed by the Department for expenses in  
  connection with financial and other administration of the Cereal Station 
and Farm. Records of monthly charges, correspondence, and valuations present. [See also 
B609/7/C/11-13 below and farm records in B609/6/D above] 
 
 
B609/7/C/11 Department Accounts, 1971-82. DoA Cereal Station and Farm Account  
  records: statements, correspondence, and figures. 
 
 
B609/7/C/12 Department Accounts, 1983-96 
 
 
B609/7/C/13 Department of Agriculture Accounts, January 1999 to January 2003.  
  Marked ‘final’. 
 
B609/7/C/14 Cereal Station Postage Book, 1978-2002 
 
 
 B609/7/C/15 Visit to the Cereal Station, 11 August 1931. A small file of newscuttings  
  from the Cork Examiner, regarding this visit by brewers. 
 
 
B609/7/C/16 Visit to the Cereal Station and Farm, 2 August 1933. A small file   
  including invitation from Mr and Mrs Bennett, list of invitees, a short  
  account of the day, and a newscutting from the Cork Examiner on the 
event (7 August 1933). Invitees included brewers, maltsters, and agricultural experts and 
businessmen. 
 
B609/7/C/17 European Barley Convention Visit to the Cereal Station, 4 July 1957.  
  Small file of newspapers and newscuttings regarding this event. 
 
 
 
B609/7/D Cereal Station Scientific and Experimental Records, 

1901-41 (1960-85) 
 
 
 
  Cereal Station Scientific and Experimental Records, 1901-41 (1960-85).  
  This sub-section consists of records of a scientific or experimental nature.  
  There is much overlap between this sub-section and B609/7/B, above, but 
the files placed here, while they contain some letters, consist primarily of reports, tables 
and scientific data, including some printed reports. Reports which occurred in files in 
B609/7/B have not been moved to this sub-section. 
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B609/7/D/1 Barley Experiments, 1901-13. The file is largely made up of scientific  
  reports and tables of information, with related correspondence between  
  DoA, JHB, and AGS. Includes Season Reports; Plans of Equipment and 
related correspondence with suppliers; Ground Plans and Planting Scheme for Rosehill 
Plots, 1908-11; Charleston Nursery Plan, 1908; Draft Version of the Report on the Irish 
Barley Experiments, 1901-07; Geological Report on the Barley District of Greenore, Co 
Louth, by HC Sheringham (December 1902); ‘Experiments in Barley-growing; General 
Instructions’ (1901); Correspondence with AGS regarding completion of the Report on 
Irish Barley Experiments, and testing of samples (1904-07). 
 
 
B609/7/D/2 Barley and Experiments File, 1920-27 (1904-07; 1911-18). File largely  
  consisting of records regarding barley cultivations at the Cereal Station,  
  1920-27. Some correspondence with AGS regarding barley sales and 
distribution, and coal purchases, 1904-07, also present. Other items present include the 
following: Note on Beaven’s 145 compared with other varieties (1911); List of maltsters 
in Dublin, and in principal towns and Northern Ireland (1904); Draft Report for the 1916 
season; letters from the scientific maltings at Warminster (1913-19); Copy of 
examination papers, June 1923, Institute of Malting Diploma. 
 
 
B609/7/D/3 Barley Experiments, c1901-15. Reports, notes, and correspondence  
  relating to scientific work, mainly at the Cereal Station, not previously  
  formally grouped into a file. Includes reports on experimental cultivations 
in 1901, 1915-16, and 1923. Also includes an AGS letter dated 7 January 1907 proposing 
the creation of an experimental farm ‘in any isolated barley growing district, such as the 
Cloyne area of Co Cork’. 
 
 
B609/7/D/4 Details of Experiments, 1904-28. File containing some correspondence,  
  but mainly made up of reports, tables, and notes relating to experiments.  
  Includes lists of barley reserved for seed, and barley offered and refused 
by farmers, 1905-22. Also present are barley weight dockets (1914), yield per acre details 
and weekly receipts (1914), outline scheme of barley cultivation (1906), report on the 
barley-growing district round Bandon, Co Cork and the possibility of transferring its 
barley for malting in Dublin or Ballinacurra (1906), barley report for week ended 29 
September 1924, and blank printed notices of conditions attached to the sale of Spratt-
Archer barley [no date]. 
 
 
B609/7/D/5 Cereal Experiments and Pure Seed Cultivations, 1915, 1916-20.   
  Notebook-diaries by John H Bennett, Director of the Cereal Station,  
  Ballinacurra. The notes mainly consist of observations from visits to 
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growing farms in Cork, Wexford, Carlow, and other counties. Books stamped ‘Supplied 
for the Public Service’. Two volumes 
 
 
B609/7/D/6 Final Reports and Results of the Experimental Barley Plots, 1901-04;  
  1905-07; 1906-10. Three volumes, printed by DATI. The first two   
  volumes are largely written by John H Bennett. DATI is described as the 
author of the last, which has the slightly different title Results of Experiments on the 
Growth of Barley, 1906-10. In this last, the object of the experiments is stated to be to 
determine ‘1. The most suitable variety of barley to grow in Ireland. 2. The most 
advantageous and economical artificial manures for barley. The results are being 
considered from two standpoints: - (a.) The advantages to be gained by the farmer in 
yield and market value. (b.) The merits of the crop produced for malting and brewing 
respectively’. It is noted that the experiments have been conducted since 1901 by DATI 
‘with the aid of a contribution from Messrs A Guinness, Son, & Co, Ltd’. 
 
 
B609/7/D/7 Barley Experiments, Printed Booklets and related matter, 1899-1941  
  [1960]. The printed matter gathered here was generally produced by or for 
  the Department of Agriculture, or by AGS. Other journals in the collection 
containing relevant articles are also included. Works present are as follows:  
 

Irish Agricultural Organisation Society, First Annual Report of Field Experiments 
carried out in the counties of Wexford, Cork, Tipperary, Mayo, Meath, King’s County 
and Queen’s County, 1899, by HC Sheringham (1900); 
 DATI, Final Report on the Experimental Cultivation of Barley in the counties of 
Cork, Tipperary, Wexford, and Louth, Season 1903; 
 DATI, Final Report and Results of the Experimental Barley Plots, 1905; 
 AGS, Minutes of Commission Maltsters’ Conference, Sept 7, 1904; 
 AGS, Minutes of Commission Maltsters’ Conference, August 23, 1905; 
 AGS, Summary of Report on the Danish Experimental Plots, together with the 
Conclusions drawn on all Variety Experiments conducted in Ireland up to and including 
the Season of 1905; 
 AGS, Experimental Malthouse Summary, 1901-10; 
 [AGS], Laboratory Report, No 3, The Danish Experimental Plots, 1904 
 [AGS], Laboratory Report, No 7, Irish Barley Statistics, 1904; 

British Association for the Advancement of Science, Address, Reports, and 
Abstracts (Agriculture), 1913, including Irish Barley Experiments 1901-1907 by John H 
Bennett; 
 DoA Journal, Vol XXV No 4 (1926), including reports on the work of the Seed 
Propagation Division for the years 1924 and 1925 – Field Experiments, 1925 – and Plant 
breeding in Ireland in its relation to the Tillage Problem; 
 Royal Statistical Society, Co-operation in Large-scale Experiments, WS Gosset, 
1936; 
 Beet Growers’ Association Record, No 5 (1941), including Production of Seed 
Grain in Eire by T O Connell; 
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 AGS Pamphlet, ‘Guinness and Barley growing’. A four-page pamphlet, with 
pictures, containing a brief historical sketch which focuses on work at Ballinacurra and 
Warminster. [c1960] 
 
Also present is a pamphlet on the experimental plots in 1906, and pages from a pamphlet 
for 1907. The file also includes ms copies of AGS reports: Extract from Report of 
Experimental Maltings, 1903; and Extracts from A McMullen’s Report on Danish 
Experimental Barley Plots, August 1905. 
 
 
B609/7/D/8 Papers regarding scientific barley cultivation in Ireland. Present are the  
  following: 
 
 Barley Growing in Ireland, draft of HC Sheringham’s pamphlet on his five years’ 
experience, February 1904; 

Barley Cultivation in Ireland, typescript draft of a paper dated 14 November 1957, 
by an AGS official [Sir Richard Levinge]; 

Story of malting barley breeding in Ireland, lecture paper by ROV Lloyd, AGS, 
1976; 

Contribution of Guinness to the Advancement of Science and Technology in 
Ireland, lecture by Dr Alan Forage to the Royal Irish Academy, 9 July 1985 
 
 
B609/7/D/9 Irish Maltsters’ Technical Meetings, printed reports, 1954- 63 [gaps].  
  Reports of training and instruction meetings of maltsters, organised by  
  AGS. Seven volumes 
 
 
 
B609/8  PHOTOGRAPHS AND VISUAL RECORDS 
 
 
 
  Photographs and visual records, John H Bennett and Company, Limited.  
  This section consists mainly of photographs of JHB premises and property 
  at Ballinacurra, and of JHB officers and staff, with print outs of OS maps, 
a few charts and other visual items also present. Most of the photographs seem to have 
been created as records of the business, but some may have been created as family 
records, for instance, some of Charleston house and of Ballinacurra Quay (see 
B609/9/G/5 below). Other family photographs, more readily identified as such, occur in 
the next section, B609/9. The present section is comprised of three parts, the first 
consisting of photographs and representations of property and premises, and of 
Ballinacurra, the second of JHB officers and staff, and the third of other visual matter. 
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B609/8/A Photographs and representations of JHB property and 
premises at Ballinacurra, and of Ballinacurra 1884-1990 

 
 
 
  Photographs and representations of JHB property and premises at   
  Ballinacurra, and of Ballinacurra 1884-1990. [See also B609/9/G/5 below] 
 
 
B609/8/A/1 Sketch of Ballinacurra Maltings by John H Bennett, 19 September1884. 
 
 
B609/8/A/2 Photograph, the old Charleston House in 1890 (subsequently Oikoseen). 
 
 
B609/8/A/3 Framed black and white photo, No. 3, Maltings Ballinacurra,   
  September 12th 1896. Entrance. 
 
 
B609/8/A/4 Framed black and white photo, No. 4, Maltings Ballinacurra,   
  September 12th 1896. Scene in yard numbering sacks. 
 
 
B609/8/A/5 Framed black and white photo, No. 5, Maltings Ballinacurra,   
  September 12th 1896. Exit from Yard. 
 
 
B609/8/A/6 Mounted photograph, Barley Buying in Charleston Yard, 12 September  
  1896. Cracked on left side. 
 
 
B609/8/A/7 Photograph album, ‘Maltings Ballinacurra: Views of New Buildings,  
  1900’. Five mounted photographs of exterior and interior views, including  
  workmen. 
 
 
B609/8/A/8 Barley being delivered to the maltings at harvest time, c1900. 4 photos. 
 
 
 B609/8/A/9 Photograph of Ballinacurra Maltings and Quay, c1900.  
 
 
B609/8/A/10 Photograph, Charleston malt house office and old Charleston house, now  
  Oikoseen and Oikeema [1910]. 
 
 



B609/ 

All Rights Reserved © Cork City and County Archives 2008 160

 B609/8/A/11 Photograph, Charleston house from the north in 1912 before the Pavilion  
  was moved westward to the tennis court. Mounted on card. Some notes on 
  back. 
 
 
B609/8/A/12 Ballinacurra Harbour, c1919. Laminated copy print. [envelope states ‘A  
  busy Ballinacurra Harbour c1919’ and the initials ‘JRW’.] 
 
 
 B609/8/A/13 Photograph, the view westward down the estuary from Charleston House,  
  taken from a first floor window, c1930. Includes tennis courts. Charleston  
  maltings is on the left. Two ships at anchor also in view. 
 
 
B609/8/A/14 Aerial photo, Ballinacurra village, including JHB Malt Houses, October  
  1985 
 
 
B609/8/A/15 Aerial photo, Charleston Malt House, front [October 1985] 
 
 
B609/8/A/16 Aerial photo of [Oikoseen] house, in close proximity to maltings.   
  House, with farm buildings, the main subject. [1990s] 
 
 
B609/8/A/17 Aerial photo, JHB Village (No 3) Maltings, Ballinacurra. [1990s] 
 
 
 B609/8/A/18 Photograph of painting, ship at anchor at Ballinacurra Quay [c1880], by  
  Lady Kate Dobbin, from Limerick City Gallery of Art. 
 
 
 
B609/8/B Photographs of JHB Officers and Staff, 1920-68 
 
 
 
  Photographs of JHB Officers and Staff, 1920-68. This sub-section   
  includes portraits and snapshots of officers such as John H Bennett and  
  Dorothy West, as well as group photographs of officers and staff, and of 
malt house men. A photograph from a barley competition prize giving, featuring several 
officers, is also present. 
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B609/8/B/1 Framed black and white portrait photograph of John H Bennett   
  [c1920s] 
 
 
B609/8/B/2 Two photographs of John H Bennett [one c1920, one c1930]. [In envelope 
   of TR Annan & Sons, Glasgow] 
 
 
B609/8/B/3 Two photographs of Dorothy Trevor West, from AGS Photographic  
  Department. One, dated 11 June 1953, shows Mrs West on a stage. The  
  other, dated 9 June, is of a roomful of people, with Mrs West in the 
foreground, back to camera. 
 
 
B609/8/B/4 Large photograph, Malting Staff [1935-37]. Names on the back. Includes  
  Mrs Esther Bennett, Dorothy McNeill, WH Read, and other officers. 
 
 
B609/8/B/5 Three photographs of maltsters, with list of names by John Aherne. The  
  photos are printed scans of originals. One is for 1929, another may be  
  1939, while the third is a copy of the 1947 photo, below. 
 
 
 B609/8/B/6 Large print and small print of maltsters, 1947. Names on reverse of large  
  print. 
 
 
  B609/8/B/7 Large print and small print of maltsters, 1947. Names on reverse of large  
  print. [Different maltsters from above photo.] 
 
 
B609/8/B/8 Photograph, Prize Day, Local Barley Competition, c1968. Names of those  
  shown given on attached page. Includes prizewinners and judges, the latter 
  including Dorothy West, Guy Jackson (AGS), and Shriver Roche 
(maltster, Enniscorthy). 
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B609/8/C Other photographs, visual matter, and OS Maps 
 
 
 
  Other photographs, visual matter, and OS maps. 
 
 
 
B609/8/C/1 The Ship and Boat Collection at Merseyside Maritime Museum, An  
  Illustrated Catalogue, by Matthew Tanner. Includes the schooner De  
  Wadden, used regularly by JHB in the 1930s. Some loose pages of related 
information also present. 
 
B609/8/C/2 Three photos of AGS Brewery, Dublin. [Picture cards, c1930s] 
 
 B609/8/C/3 Framed illustration from ‘Vegetable Biology’ showing    
  ‘Germination of Barley’. [no date] 
 
B609/8/C/4 Chart, ‘A Quick Guide for Identifying the Correct Variety of   
  Threshed Barley’, by Pauls and Whites Ltd. [no date] 
 
B609/8/C/5 25” OS Maps of East Cork. A2 print outs of OS maps of the East Cork  
  area, c1897-1901. Not working copies. 
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B609/9  BENNETT AND WEST FAMILY RECORDS 
 
 
 
  Bennett and West Family Records. This final section of the collection  
  contains personal family records relating principally to John H Bennett  
  and his family, and to Dorothy West nee McNeill and her family. 
Consideration was given to forming a separate collection of private papers, but it was felt 
that many of the records relate closely to business records, and interweave personal and 
business concerns, in particular the diaries of John H Bennett and Dorothy West. Also, 
the correspondence in the first section (especially B609/1/B) contains a great number of 
letters of a personal nature, many of them within letterbooks, making it impossible to 
remove them and place them with other personal items. Frequently, personal friends were 
often also business associates or customers, with letters marked ‘personal’ often referring 
to business events and news. Also, financial records often include estate and personal 
accounts and charges along with business information. Simple distinctions, therefore, are 
not easy to draw, and to remove the small body of personal records which do not relate to 
the business would be to take them out of their proper context. 
 
This section is divided into sub-sections based on the family member for whom records 
are present. Records are placed into sub-sections based on who created them or originally 
received them. There are two sub-sections for John H Bennett, the first comprised of 
diaries and other diary-type records, and of personal bank account books, the second of 
letters and other items. There is also a distinct sub-section for the diaries of Dorothy 
West, followed by her letters and other items. Other family members and Bennett 
relatives and ancestors, for whom only small amounts of records survive, receive smaller 
sub-sections. These include Bennett’s children by his first marriage to Brida Williams, 
his son Jack and daughter Gwendoline; Mrs Esther Bennett (formerly McNeill, nee 
Duffey), Bennett’s second wife and mother of Dorothy West (nee McNeill); Edward 
Hallaran Bennett, uncle of John H Bennett and Professor of Surgery at Trinity College, 
Dublin, and other Bennett and Hallaran ancestors, represented by a small number of 
letters and other items. 
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B609/9/A John H Bennett Diaries and related items, 1881-1935 
 
 
 
  John H Bennett Diaries and related items, 1881-1935. Bennett kept  
  detailed diaries from 1881, when aged eighteen, right up to the months  
  before his death. They provide a record both of his working life as a 
maltster, barley breeder, and farmer, and of his personal and social life. Family and 
sporting activities and concerns are well documented, as are his involvement in local 
society as a justice of the peace and member of many business, religious, and sporting 
organisations. His sporting interests, especially as a young man, were numerous. Winter 
sports engaged in included shooting, skating, and rugby football. Summer sports included 
sailing, fishing, tennis, and cricket. Shooting and sailing were lifelong passions. Bennett 
was also a keen cyclist. The diaries record his regular attendance at church, and his 
involvement in the local vestry and other church bodies. He also sat on the Grand Jury, 
the Board of Guardians, and other public bodies. Bennett also records regular trips to 
Cork to attend sporting and social events, and to meet friends and business associates. 
There are occasional references to political matters, and to books he is reading. Many 
evenings ended with a game of whist. Names of neighbouring families and friends 
occurring frequently in the diaries include the following: Allen, Ashlin, Briand, 
Cholmondeley, Forrest, Greene, Garde, Gardiner, Humphreys, Lloyd, Lawe, Moore, 
Rudge, Russell, Scogings, Smart, Smith Barry, Tresilian, Turpin, Wakeham, Welland, 
Wicks, and Woods. Ongoing correspondence with his old school friend JO Young is also 
recorded [see B609/9/B/1]. 
 
Also in this sub-section are other diary-type records, and two personal bank account 
books, kept by John H Bennett. In addition to diaries, Bennett also kept memorandum 
books (1889-1931), small note books marked private, containing information on his 
business and farming activities, with some notes on personal and sporting matters also. 
These may have been consulted when writing up his diary, but seem mainly to have been 
kept as commonplace books allowing him to jot down information or thoughts as they 
arose. Also present is Bennett’s Shooting Log, a season-by-season log of his shooting of 
game (1890-1934), with summaries of each season and a few notes and asides of a 
personal nature. Bennett also wrote up a ‘War Log’ of the Great War, seemingly after its 
conclusion, in which he traced the main developments of the War, as well as its personal 
impact on him, most notably through the loss of his son and the subsequent death of his 
wife. A diary of business activities, 1926-34, seemingly kept by Bennett as a personal 
record, has also been placed here. Lastly, the two personal bank account books, the 
second including some entries for his executrices (Mrs Bennett and Dorothy McNeill), 
are located at the end of this sub-section (B609/9/A/60 & 61). 
 
The descriptions of the diaries and other items which follow are not intended to be 
exhaustive, but rather to give a flavour of their content and scope, and to draw attention 
to significant developments. 
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B609/9/A/1 Diary, 1881. Includes a transcript of a letter to AGS dated 10 March,  
  regarding malt injured on the ship ‘J Pringle’. In 1881, aged 18 (19 on 2  
  July), Bennett was not so involved in malting operations, and the diary 
mainly records family outings and home life, and sporting and social activities. Entries 
from February record his efforts to set up a Midleton cricket club, which was to play its 
first match on 12 July [newscutting report attached; other match report cuttings, on 
cricket and rugby, occur in the volume]. Many outings with his father, and with his 
sisters, Janie, Frances, and Avice, and his stepmother, Carrie, are noted. 
 
 
B609/9/A/2 Diary, 1882. A newscutting attached to the entry for 20 February reports  
  on a rugby match between the county and city of Cork, Bennett captaining 
  the county side. It is noted ‘the numerous jerseys worn no doubt tended to 
add to the brightness of the scene, but in future it would be more practical if each side 
wore one distinctive colour’. In the entry for 31 May, Bennett mentions a committee 
meeting about Midleton Lawn Tennis Club. From April on there are increased references 
to ‘Miss W’ [Brida Williams, companion to his sister Frances, and later Bennett’s first 
wife]. A note added on 16 February 1883 to the entry for 29 November 1882 notes that 
the rugby football game Bennett played on 1 December was his last match, having played 
regularly since 1877 at Portarlington School, and afterwards with Midleton College and 
Cork FC: ‘Farewell jersey and goalpost’. 
 
B609/9/A/3 Diary, 1883. In entry for 28 January, Bennett notes ‘walked by to late train 
  in hope of meeting Miss W’. Entries from March record a trip to London.  
  Beneath the final entry for the year are noted the names and addresses of 
some of Bennett’s friends. 
 
 
B609/9/A/4 Diary, 1884. The entry for 2 January includes a tally of the number of  
  miles cycled by Bennett in each month of the year. On 26 May he orders  
  his first pair of glasses. The entry for 26 June, which Bennett spent sailing 
with his father and Miss Williams, ends ‘this day may be classed amongst the happiest of 
my life’. On 5 July he saw Miss Williams off from Cork, and notes ‘When, how & where 
shall we meet again, perhaps never in this world below, but above when all that is 
imperfect shall have passed away’. He adds ‘I look back on the past with regretful 
satisfaction’. On 7 July he set off on a trip with the Allens to Skibbereen, including a visit 
to Colonel Somerville’s home at Drishane House, Castletownsend. On 31 July he records 
the birth of his stepbrother (christened Arthur William on 25 September). In the later part 
of the year Bennett worked on a manuscript of a football story, and continued to 
correspond with Miss Williams, now referred to as ‘B’ [Brida]. The entry for 31 
December records the departure abroad of Dr Allen ‘the old white headed father and his 
thin and worn son starting today on his flight from death’. 
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B609/9/A/5 Diary, 1885. In early January, John H Bennett began reading medical text  
  books, and acquired a skeleton. On 24 January, his father William Bennett 
  died, John recording ‘at 7 minutes to 6 our dear Father breathed his last in 
my arms’. On 27 January it was discovered his father’s will was invalid, and Bennett 
spent much of the succeeding months sorting out his affairs, including management of the 
business. From the entry for 7 February, it appears his engagement to Brida is ‘all over’. 
On 4 July he had his first meeting with William Geoghegan of AGS, noting ‘found him 
very kind and left with some hopes’ [of a new malting commission; see also 29 July]. On 
13 July he agreed the sale of his yacht ‘Tampa’. A piece of card among September entries 
contains a note comparing weather for the first nine days of the month in 1885 and 1886. 
Entries are brief for October and there are hardly any at all for November and December. 
 
 
B609/9/A/6 Diary, 1886. Brida Williams returned to Charleston on 8 January. On 8  
  September Bennett met his tenants in Fermoy to discuss purchase [by  
  them of their holdings, under the Land Acts]. Mr Geoghegan of AGS 
visited Charleston on 16 October. On 31 December Bennett was notified that the bank 
accepted his title to the estate at Corbally, near Fermoy [see B609/1/B/4]. He writes 
‘Thank God for all his gracious goodness to me during this eventful year in my life now 
past’.] 
 
 
B609/9/A/7 Diary, 1887. Bennett and Brida Williams became engaged on 20 January  
  in London. They were subsequently married on 21 July, at the British  
  embassy in Brussels. Bennett’s sister Janie married his friend Harry 
Humphreys on 28 September. 
 
 
B609/9/A/8 Diary, 1888. Bennett spent much of July cycling in France. He notes that  
  on 15 September he ‘received a most discouraging letter from A.G. & Co  
  crying down barley’. Bennett sat on a Coroner’s court jury in November 
and in his entry for 23 November notes ‘weakly and culpably consented to a verdict of 
murder against Constable Swindel – for which I deserve universal censure. Had myself 
determined on manslaughter against Swindel & McLean’. In the entry for the 26th he 
records ‘felt very low about the inquest – some acquaintances decidedly cold’. At the 
back of the diary are notes concerning Bennett’s inquiries into a theft involving two 
members of staff [see entry for 13 March; see also B609/1/B/5]. 
 
 
B609/9/A/9 Diary, 1889. On 18 March Bennett got possession of Rosehill. On 6 May  
  it is recorded that Rosehill house and garden have been let to Mr Connell  
  for twenty-two pounds per annum. In the winter months Bennett spent 
many days shooting with his neighbour, Mr Welland of Brookdale. 
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B609/9/A/10 Diary, 1890. The entry for 6 January reads ‘A first born son arrived this  
  day to self and dear wife who got through her confinement splendidly’. On 
  29 September a new agreement with AGS was executed for the season, the 
contract quantity not to exceed 23500 barrels steeped. 
 
 
B609/9/A/11 Diary, 1891. On 21 February Bennett attended the Board of Guardians to  
  discuss fountains and water supply. He also notes a meeting against  
  Ballycotton light railway at the courthouse. On 19 March he attended a 
Primrose League Unionist meeting. Bennett records a visit from Harry Humphreys on 1 
May on which the latter asked for more of his wife’s trust fund to be released to pay his 
debts. Bennett refused. Brida gave birth to a daughter of 27 August, christened 
Gwendoline on 22 October. 
 
 
B609/9/A/12 Diary, 1892. Bennett travelled to Southampton in May to buy a yacht  
  (‘Extravagance, am smitten with the salt water fever’) and made an offer  
  for ‘Tarbaby’ on 11 May, the yacht arriving in Ballinacurra on 9 June. 
 
 
B609/9/A/13 Diary, 1893. In an entry regarding a bazaar at Midleton on 6 April,   
  Bennett notes ‘on the whole successful though Catholics did not attend’.  
  He attended a Unionist meeting in Cork on 12 April. The entry for 12 July 
notes that that day’s Ballinacurra regatta was a success. Entries for September note record 
numbers of barrels received at the maltings. On 15 October Brida suffered a miscarriage. 
 
 
B609/9/A/14 Diary, 1894. The entry for 8 January notes ‘wreck of barque at B’cotton  
  with loss of 10 lives. 4 saved by Rocket apparatus’. On 13 March Bennett  
  attended a deputation to present a petition to the Grand Jury regarding the 
state of the roads, which was well received. The entry for 30 August notes a stabbing 
incident involving two employees. On 16 October, Bennett’s step-brother Willie Bennett 
(Arthur William) died aged ten, of a brain ailment. 
 
 
B609/9/ A/15 Diary, 1895. On 19 August Bennett won an ocean race at Youghal in his  
  cutter, ‘Lucifer’, noting ‘Red Letter day in Lucifer’. Entries for September 
  note the poorness of barley received this harvest. 
 
 
B609/9/A/16 Diary, 1896. On 13 February Bennett was sworn in as a justice of the  
  peace for county Cork. On 8 March the Local Government Board agreed  
  to a sworn inquiry, as pressed by Bennett, into the keeping of the 
dispensary’s books by Dr Riordan. On 2 August he writes ‘had a good big walk over 
country to top of Scariff very much pleased with Barley which is quite the finest I have 
yet seen’. On 26 August he sacked an employee for drunkenness but notes that he 
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‘managed to get £30 out of me rather mistaken generosity’. On 9 October he paid his men 
a bonus owing to the big barley season. On 18 November he was elected chairman of the 
Evicted Tenants’ Committee of the Board of Guardians. In December JHB samples took 
top prizes at the RDS show. 
 
 
B609/9/A/17 Diary, 1897. Bennett was re-elected parochial nominator and synodsman  
  at a chancel meeting in Midleton on 16 April. On 22 April he chaired a  
  meeting of petty sessions, but withdrew from adjudicating Ballinacurra 
cases. On 21 June Bennett was present at the procession in London marking Queen 
Victoria’s diamond jubilee: ‘truly a magnificent sight never to be forgotten awakening all 
the pride of belonging to the Great British nation’. On 22 September he signed a contract 
for an AGS malting commission of 30,300 barrels. 
 
 
B609/9/A/18 Diary, 1898. About sixty children attended a Christmas entertainment on 6 
  January prepared by Bennett. On 31 January he played hockey for the first 
  time, in Midleton. On 2 September Bennett had a long conversation with 
Mr La Touche of AGS concerning the ‘best means of encouraging growth and improving 
quality of barley in Ireland’. On 3 October Bennett took delivery of the yacht ‘Vanity’. 
 
 
B609/9/A/19 Diary, 1899. At a Board of Guardians meeting chaired by Bennett on 7  
  January it was reported by the House Committee that the day nursery of  
  the Workhouse had been found to be very overcrowded. On 26 February 
Bennett was nominated as a candidate for the Rural District Council. Asked about Home 
Rule, he replied ‘would favour it if I saw the county was better run under the new L.G. 
[Local Government] Act’. He was elected on 8 April, though by the 29th he was writing 
‘At meeting Rural Dist. Council. Business very tedious much talking over small matters’. 
On 24 April he outlined to AGS his plans to extend the Village malthouse, and made a 
case for extra commission. On 24 July he completed a sailing trip which he describes as 
‘the pleasantest time I ever had in my life’. On 28 July he inspected experimental plots in 
Killeagh ‘and found only some 3 that could be described as barley’. His son Jack 
commenced school at Midleton College on 4 September. Bennett followed the British 
army’s difficulties against the Boers very anxiously, and on 16 December noted ‘these 3 
defeats within one week make the position the most disastrous the British army has 
witnessed since the War of American Independence’. He adds later ‘the effects on the 
Empire at large must be most disastrous and far reaching’. 
 
 
B609/9/A/20 Diary, 1900. On 27 January an RDC Scheme for 191 Labourers’ Cottages  
  was passed, cost £32,640.On 14 June Mr Sheringham inspected the  
  experimental plots ‘& highly approved same’. On 13 December Bennett 
had several meetings at AGS to discuss increasing his commission to meet costs of 
extension and wage increases [see also B609/1/B/5]. 
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B609/9/A/21 Diary, 1901. At the front of the volume is a list of the barley experiments,  
  giving addresses, acreage, and variety. There is much reference to   
  experiments in this diary, including discussions with AGS, especially, 8 
January, and work with HC Sheringham, instructor and breeder [see also B609/7/C/1]. 
Writing in early February of a case against a factory worker accused of criminal conduct 
with an under age girl, Bennett notes ‘depositions reveal very low morality amongst 
juvenile female employees’. 
 
 
B609/9/A/22 Diary, 1902. From May on, Bennett attended the Cork Exhibition on many 
  days. Exhibits from the experimental plots were included in the   
  Exhibition. The entry for 20 August notes ‘a wonderful display of hitting 
by Sergeant Sutcliffe of Black Prince, made 200 n.o.’. On 10 December Bennett attended 
a performance of ‘A Woman of No Importance’ in Dublin with the Roberts’: ‘very clever 
play and enjoyed it though finale v gruesome’. 
 
 
B609/9/A/23 Diary, 1903. On 28 February, Bennett attended a meeting to found a  
  branch of the National Union for Prevention of Consumption. On 23  
  March he was asked to give evidence to a House of Commons committee 
in favour of the County Council getting representation on the Harbour Board. He 
travelled but the committee ‘objected to Counsel touching a question of Representation’. 
While in London he heard Mr Wyndham introduce his Irish Land Bill to the Commons. 
On 3 April Bennett began writing articles on malting for the Daily Express. On 15 June 
he attended a cricket match at the Mardyke between London County and the Gentlemen 
of Ireland, noting ‘very interesting cricket but old Grace an awful bounder’ [WG Grace]. 
On 1 August all of the family travelled to Cork for the visit of the king. Later in the 
month he had several meetings regarding the experimental plots. Sheringham resigned 
from his post in August, and Herbert Hunter was appointed his successor on 26 
November. While shooting on 31 December, Bennett accidentally hit a man with ‘two 
grains in the face’. 
 
 
B609/9/A/24 Diary, 1904. On 23 February Bennett met a deputation of four farmers  
  asking him to reverse the dismissal of a Mr Twohig for failing to carry out 
  orders. He notes ‘in this I see working of Cath Assoc’ [Catholic 
Association]. On 7 May his son Jack won a scholarship to Shrewsbury School. Bennett’s 
brother in law and old friend Harry Humphreys died on 13 September. On 24 September 
Bennett replied to a letter from AGS complaining of high prices and low quality, noting 
‘the complaint against quality is practically an annual one’. 
 
 
B609/9/A/25 Diary, 1905. On 11 February Bennett attend a rugby international between 
  Ireland and England in Cork, noting ‘McLeer a grand player’. The entry  
  for 15 March records his grief at news at the loss of a Rathcoursey salmon 
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boat with four lives, including that of Bill Mahoney: ‘Alas poor Bill to die so young as 
plucky and cool a hand as ever trod a yacht’s deck’. At a meeting with Messrs La Touche 
and Grene, AGS, on 7 December, it was decided to limit experiments to seven centres 
and four varieties, with Cork dropping out ‘as results considered decisively in favour of 
Archer’. 
 
 
B609/9/A/26 Diary, 1906. On 3 February Bennett saw over the Beamish and Crawford  
  Maltings [new Lee Maltings] and was impressed: ‘very complete system  
  of conveyors & c all driven by motors’. On a visit to England in April, 
Bennett visited his children Gwen and Jack, both at school there. Sale of the Corbally 
estate to tenants was completed on 30 May. The entry for 16 September records that 
Bennet has ‘almost decided’ to build a new house at Charleston. 
 
 
B609/9/A/27 Diary, 1907. At an RDC meeting on 27 February regarding labourers’  
  cottages, Bennett offered a field of his, if the Council would build four  
  cottages on it. On 21 June his uncle Edward Bennett, Professor of Surgery, 
TCD, died. On 3 October he records the dismissal of two employees who flatly refused to 
move to Ballinacurra Malthouse, noting ‘much annoyed but determined to take the strong 
hand if any labour trouble’. On 19 December his sister Janie remarried, to Rev Percy 
Elton Prince, curate of Heston near Hounslow [see also B609/9/B/4]. 
 
 
B609/9/A/28 Diary, 1908. On 1 January Bennett was busy at accounts ‘which shewed  
  just about ends met through a year of record business. Charges a/c very  
  much increased’. In July Jack finished at Shrewsbury School. He began 
working at the maltings in Bagnalstown in September. On 4 October Bennett expresses 
himself ‘very depressed’ about prospects for the season owing to bad weather. 
 
 
B609/9/A/29 Diary, 1909. On 19 January an employee fell into a malt bin and   
  smothered. ‘Thank God I never had a fatal accident before and hope I  
  never shall again’. Midleton golf links opened in February and Bennett 
played often during the year. On 11 March he joined the regatta committee of the Royal 
Cork Yacht Club. In late June it was feared his daughter Gwen had tuberculosis, Bennett 
lamenting ‘alas, alas my dear darling daughter I fear she must leave us – found her bright 
and cheerful’. She recovered. On 7 August AGS informed Bennett of their refusal to 
assist him to build a new house. ‘Perhaps it was too ambitious’ he notes. On 6 November 
he attended diocesan offices, where Mr Tichborn was nominated to the parish of 
Midleton, vacated on Canon Flewett’s appointment to Mallow. 
 
 
B609/9/A/30 Diary, 1910. On 18 March, Bennett attended the Grand National at   
  Aintree. On 19 and 20 April he attended the Women’s National Health  
  Congress and a Roads Congress at Leinster House. On 22 April he first 



B609/ 

All Rights Reserved © Cork City and County Archives 2008 171

met Mrs McNeill [later to become his second wife]. In the entry for 31 August, Bennett 
notes ‘a most satisfactory season. Largest quantity ever made & the best’. On 17 October 
his sister Avice agreed to lend money from Jack’s endowment fund for the new house in 
the high field. In late October a new experimental barley scheme was agreed and 
Hunter’s salary was increased. 
 
 
B609/9/A/31 Diary, 1911. In late July Bennett toured barley plots in the east of   
  England. There was much labour unrest in Midleton in late August and  
  early September, including among JHB staff. On 17 September the family, 
including Bennett’s visiting sister Avice, took tea in the dining room of the new house, 
Bennett observing ‘it seems strange considering it hardly existed as a scheme a year ago’. 
On 18 October he agreed with the Department of Agriculture to continue his work on the 
experimental schemes for £150 per annum. On 25 October the Diocesan Synod passed an 
anti-Home Rule resolution ‘carried with one or two dissents’. At year’s end, Bennett 
notes the success of three projects: Ballinacurra malt store, DoA grain store, and the new 
house. 
 
 
B609/9/A/32 Diary, 1912. Bennett notes the commencement of the General Strike by  
  coal miners in Britain on 1 March. On 7 March he was elected to the  
  council of Cork Chamber of Commerce for the first time. On 15 and 16 
April he notes the sinking of the Titanic, ‘this the greatest loss of life ever incurred by a 
single disaster’. On 31 May the family moved up to the new house. On 16 June some 
officers of the company moved into the old house, now renamed Oikoseen. In September 
and October there was much discussion and disagreement over barley prices in the Cork 
market. At Petty Sessions on 14 November, Bennett heard his first cases under the 
National Insurance Act. In his note at year’s end he states ‘the New House fulfils all out 
expectations’ and praises the work of his son in this regard, ‘whose help through all my 
affairs is now most material and indispensable’. 
 
 
B609/9/A/33 Diary, 1913. On 19 January Bennett resigned his place on the Diocesan  
  Board of Education in favour of Sir W. Crooke Lawless so that Crowe  
  property in Cloyne may be looked after. In March and April there was 
much discussion regarding the prospects for Midleton College in view of a new school in 
west Cork. Entries for late August make reference to strike and unrest in Dublin. In the 
entry for 25 October, Bennett describes himself as ‘very depressed and almost broke 
down’ over the shortage of barley to malt this season. Other maltsters come to his rescue 
with supplies of barley. On 22 November he purchased the yacht ‘Verve’. On 1 
December he called an end to his efforts to raise pheasants at Ardavilling: ‘thus endeth 
this extravagant and disappointing attempt to rear pheasants for others’. 
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B609/9/A/34 Diary, 1914. Bennett records the outbreak of Foot and Mouth disease on 1  
  March. Early in the year, there is much reference to the Ulster question  
  and the Ulster Volunteers. In August, Bennett notes the outbreak of war in 
Europe. On 6 August he notes ‘nature a strange contrast to the mad outburst of mankind’. 
On 1 October his son Jack was rejected by the 3rd Munster Fusiliers on account of his 
eyesight. He was however re-examined on the 26th and passed fit. In his entry for 
Christmas day, Bennett notes ‘I daily have increasing fear that this Great War will call for 
my son also may God preserve him and give us courage’. 
 
 
B609/9/A/35 Diary, 1915. On 20 January Bennett resigned from the County Committee  
  of Agriculture, as it conflicted with his role as a Department of   
  Agriculture employee in respect of the experimental plots. The prospect of 
prohibition as a result of the war led to ceasing of malt steepings on 1 April, the earliest 
date for 30 years. This did not materialise, but unavailability of labour made completion 
of commission ‘nearly impossible’ (21 May). On 15 August Jack received his orders for 
the Front. He and his father had a long talk about religion, Jack being described as ‘a true 
believer’. On 30 September Jack joined the 2nd Munster: ‘he will now experience all the 
horrors and dangers of War’. On 18 October, notice was received of Jack’s death in 
action on 13 October. Bennett reflects ‘our dear lad has given his all – a dear son, 
companion & friend unblemished through life and a soldier’s death’. On 21 November 
Bennett gave some of Jack’s shirts and other items to an Arthur Wilson (who 
subsequently served and died in France). Bennett notes ‘I wept over the dear boy’s 
clothes – but how terribly sad it must be for his mother’. He spoke at a recruitment 
meeting in Dungourney on 5 December, which was disrupted by a Sinn Fein counter-
demonstration. 
 
 
B609/9/A/36 Diary, 1916. On 1 April Bennett brought Brida home following an   
  operation in Cork. He quotes a line ‘She comes home to die and join the  
  dear lad beyond the river’. She died on 10 April. On 25 April he notes 
‘vague reports of rebellion, some alarming’. On the declaration of martial law on the 28th, 
he writes ‘Thank God for this. Now the country will be cleaned up’. On the 30th he notes 
‘Flags up at Charleston for rebels down’. On 1 October he observes ‘never before had 
Harvest Thanksgiving with no barley in’ [high prices and AGS refusal to meet them 
rendering Bennett inactive in local markets. AGS arranged delivery of some Californian 
barley]. 
 
 
B609/9/A/37 Diary, 1917. On 8 February, Bennett accepted DoA offer of a post   
  supervising the oats growing contract between the army and Irish farmers.  
  In late February the maltings had to close owing to a government 
prohibition of malting barley for brewing. In succeeding months Bennett based himself in 
Dublin and concentrated on Departmental work. He also travelled extensively. AGS 
grants allowed the firm to remain in profit (30 May). Malting operations resumed in 
September. On 18 September he notes Jack Smyth’s expression of interest in entering 
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into business relations with him. Bennett again experienced difficulties in the Cork 
market in this year. On 21 December Bennett met with Messrs Phillips and McMullen of 
AGS and was ‘taken aback’ that they found his response to workers’ demands for more 
pay ‘too severe & uncompromising’. 
 
B609/9/A/38 Diary, 1918. On 28 February Bennett received notice from the Food  
  Controller to stop malting. He notes ‘the high wages makes carrying on  
  with no incomings during idle season a very heavy drain’. From March he 
again worked for DoA in Dublin, and met Mrs Esther McNeill socially several times. His 
entry for 6 April notes ‘Saw E. & knew it was a gone case with me’. They married on 15 
June. He notes her comment of 18 June ‘after 3 days of matrimony “it might have been so 
much worse”’. On 26 August he came to agreement on wages and conditions with 
dockers. He notes the armistice ending the war on 11 of November, recording ‘solemn 
thoughts over the events of the last four years and deep gratitude to the Almighty for our 
great victory’. 
 
 
B609/9/A/39 Diary, 1919. On 15 January Bennett records wages fixed with maltsters  
  based on arbitration, noting they will ‘raise weekly outgoings to an  
  enormous extent’. On 7 March he notes the death of Molloy, ‘a faithful 
servant always at work and the last link with old days as he has worked in Charleston 
garden for over 50 years’. In June he went on a month long cruise with Esther in his 
yacht ‘Verve’. On 28 September a Mr Webster’s house was raided for guns. Hunter left 
the Cereal Station for England in September. On 6 November Bennett notes the 
continuance of very dry, drought-like conditions. 
 
B609/9/A/40 Diary, 1920. Bennett records many incidents of violence and unrest  
  throughout the year. On 26 January he ordered a Buick Touring Car. On 5  
  May he placed an advertisement in the Irish Times ‘for a young well 
educated man to come into business to assist me’. In early July he raced at Clyde week, 
and on the 10th was presented to the king and queen on the royal yacht. On 31 August he 
estimates yearly profits of nearly £2000, noting ‘the most successful commercial year 
ever had and this is a consolation in view of the extremely grave and uncertain state of 
the country’. On 20 September he records his horror at the burning down of Castlemary 
in Cloyne, noting ‘this piece of Bolshevik arson indicates the appalling conditions we 
have reached’. 
 
 
B609/9/A/41 Diary, 1921. In an entry at the start of the diary, Bennett records a tragedy  
  in Midleton, when a policeman was shot, resulting in four civilians being  
  killed and an ambush on reinforcements. He adds ‘exodus of people from 
Midleton fearing reprisals’. On 20 February he received notice of an ambush in 
Clonmult, with thirteen dead. Work was often disrupted by workers stopping and shops 
shutting in sympathy with civilian deaths. On 29 May he writes of his sadness at the 
departure, never to return, of the Penrose Fitzgeralds, describing it as ‘a heartless & cruel 
end to a good straight life spent for the town’s welfare & a great blow to our community 
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here’. On 15 July, after a truce was called, he returned home from Clyde ‘after the most 
enjoyable & successful yachting cruise of my life’. On 10 October Bennett ‘gave a 
gratuity to Volunteers for protection of property and preservation of order’. On 22 
November he saw Chaplin’s ‘The Kid’ at Cork cinema, which he found ‘a good cinema 
but sketchy & low comedy’. On 6 December he expresses relief at reports of a peace 
agreement for Ireland. 
 
 
B609/9/A/42 Diary, 1922. Throughout the year Bennett follows political developments  
  and the ongoing unrest. On 14 January Bennett hears that Tom Hallinan  
  has been kidnapped by the IRA. He was released after 24 hours. On 28 
January he notes ‘The Irish Free State is encountering grave trouble from Labour 
disturbances at the very start’. On 9 February he notes that the IRA have turned workers 
out of Mallow Mills and sold some £700 worth of flour. On 14 February a month-long 
strike at Hallinan’s distillery, Midleton, ended. On 27 April he notes the murder of eight 
protestant farmers and others in Bandon, writing ‘these crimes attributed as reprisals for 
shooting of R.C.s in Belfast probably some of same influenced by greed for land. Many 
Protestants fled as refugees’. On 28 July he records that Desmond Smith is not up to 
management or partnership in his business. On 5 August he hears irregulars are extracting 
taxation from city merchants in Cork, under threat of destroying buildings. On 30 
September Bennett suffered a collapse at Cork station, in consequence deciding ‘to 
almost give up smoking’. 
 
B609/9/A/43 Diary, 1923. On 16 March, Bennett records his shock at hearing that  
  Willie Beale was shot as reprisal for a recent execution in Cork. At his  
  funeral on 22nd, Bennett experienced ‘sad memories of the happy days 
spent together shooting and horror at his assassination’ [see also B609/9/A/57]. On 12 
April Bennett was elected commodore of the Royal Munster Yacht Club, newly 
amalgamated with Crosshaven. On 3 July Bennett’s step mother, Carrie, died. On 26 
October he attended the Grand Jury for criminal business, ‘probably last of such Grand 
Juries’. On 3 December he purchased shares in Midleton Gas Company. At year’s end 
Bennett expresses ‘great joy’ at being able to shoot again. 
 
 
B609/9/A/44 Diary, 1924. On 22 April Bennett attended a meeting of governors of  
  Midleton College to discuss changing its standard to ‘a mixed school or on 
  lines which would take in children of better class R.C.’s’. On 28 May he 
finished an historical sketch of the maltings, which he posted to AGS. At Clyde week in 
early July Bennett won a number of prizes aboard his yacht ‘Verve’. On 24 September he 
notes that high super tax and building costs have absorbed reserves, creating ‘the highly 
probable need of giving up Verve and reducing all expenditure’. On 23 December he 
notes that farmers in Ballymacoda claim shootings rights and object to the Coursing Club 
letting shooters over their ground for payment. 
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B609/9/A/45 Diary, 1925. Bennett records of 14 February that it was ‘The best day’s  
  shooting I ever had, & shot badly’. On 15 May he had a meeting at AGS at 
  which was discussed what would happen to the business on his death. On 
16 September he writes ‘profit larger than last year to which Farm has contributed very 
well’. On 8 October Bennett’s sister Avice died in Berlin. On 4 November Brookdale 
House, former home of Bennett’s friends, the Wellands, was burnt down accidentally. On 
his step-daughter Dorothy’s return on 6 December, he writes admiringly that she is ‘a 
wonderful young woman’ with ‘views of life both Oxonian and National – It is inspiring 
to listen to her conversation’. 
 
 
B609/9/A/46 Diary, 1926.  On 17 February Bennett increased his offer to Eamon Rohan 
  for Ramhill Paddocks [see also B609/6/C/3]. On 7 April Mrs Longfield  
  and her daughter Cynthia came to stay, the latter giving an interesting 
account of her experiences as lepidopterist on the Pacific exploration voyage of the St 
George. On the 11th they walked over Castlemary looking at buildings which are to be 
reconstructed as a residence. On 9 May Bennett threw in the ball at a hurling match 
between Ballinacurra and Cobh. On 20 May he informed workers of a reduction in 
wages, and that from next season wages would be those agreed between the Maltsters’ 
Association and the Transport Union. Bennett received the largest daily barley deliveries 
on record in early October, and on the 6th photographs of sellers were taken, to compare 
with those taken thirty years earlier. About the same time, Bennett expresses the local 
protestant community to be ‘much scandalised’ by the Reverend Levingstone’s marriage 
to his Catholic servant girl. On 28 October Bennett received a letter from AGS 
reprimanding him for writing to the press as their agent regarding a report on the barley 
market. He notes’ these incidents show how extremely restricted are one’s actions and 
that no individuality is allowable’. On 12 November he records a good attendance at a 
meeting of the Cow Testing Association. 
 
 
B609/9/A/47 Diary, 1927. In early February, Shriver Roche left Bennett’s employ, as  
  the latter could not offer him better terms, and he was needed at his  
  father’s business in Enniscorthy. On 19 February he attended ‘The Big 
House’ by Lennox Robinson at Cork Opera House, finding its Armistice Day Tragedy 
reminded him of his son. In March there was much consideration regarding the future of 
the business, with Shriver Roche’s position, a possible partnership with Joe Bennett, and 
a role for Dorothy, as well as conversion to a limited liability company, all discussed with 
AGS. On 25 April Bennett attended a dinner for old boys of Midleton College organised 
by Lord Midleton to revive interest in and support for the school. On 10 September 
Bennett moved pigs into his new piggery. In the later months Bennett again experienced 
difficulty in securing his full quantity of barley owing to high prices and AGS 
restrictions. 
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B609/9/A/48 Diary, 1928. On 7 January he notes that Essie [Esther Bennett] received a  
  standing ovation and bouquets from the ‘Company’ for successfully  
  organising that day’s theatricals and musical show at the Cinema Hall. On 
15 February he writes of his wish to surrender his lease of No 1 Malt House and 
Ballinacurra Quay, with eight years remaining, in exchange for a longer term lease. On 
29 March he was asked to be Vice Admiral of the Royal Cork Yacht Club. Bennett and 
Esther signed articles of association of John H Bennett & Co Ltd on 12 April [see also 
B609/4/A/1]. On 23 July Dorothy McNeill commenced work as Bennett’s personal 
secretary. In his entry for 24 July, Bennett notes the bad effect of radium treatment on his 
sister Frances. She died the next day. Bennett writes a long note on her health and 
personality throughout her life. On 28 September, Bennett attended a Potato Conference 
at the Munster Institute. On 9 October he gave £9 to Mr Timothy West, new principal of 
Midleton College, for prizes. The college is now mixed, and there is a ‘cheerful report of 
School & prospects’. In early December workers went on strike at JHB. Bennett, his 
manager RD Smyth, office staff, and volunteers attempted to keep operations going, with 
the barley crop on hand. On 11 December twelve Royal Munster Yacht Club volunteers 
arrived. Bennett refused to consider mediation, or any resumption by his staff, until the 
malt had been dried by voluntary labour. At end of volume he records the end of the 
strike in early 1929. He writes ‘Thank God this trouble is over the only strike that has 
occurred here in living memory or for many years probably 100’ [see also B609/1/A/11]. 
 
 
B609/9/A/49 Diary, 1929. Bennett’s staff approached him agreeing to resume work at  
  former wages on 5 January. He required them to sign an undertaking not  
  to strike again without written notice, which was completed before 
nightfall. Also in early January, Robert Stoney, whom Bennett had hoped to take into the 
business, left the firm owing to his wife’s health problems. On the 23rd he attended DoA 
conferences on oats, flax, and barley. On 9 February he listened to an Ireland versus 
England rugby match on the wireless. On 14 March Bennett was part of a group visiting 
the parishes of Drimoleague and Caheragh in west Cork regarding a proposed union. On 
4 May he was elected commodore of the Royal Cork Yacht Club. On 12 September he 
attended a conference at DoA to arrange a new agreement for the Cereal Station, noting 
‘manifestly there will be a heavy cut in all the allowances’. On 1 November he notes the 
heavy expenditure on wintering unsold cattle and sheep at Ballinacurra Farm, but is 
thankful for having a full stock for malting. On 19 December in AGS Brewer’s Lab he 
was shown ‘the worst sample of barley they ever had malted – Canadian Western’. 
 
 
B609/9/A/50 Diary, 1930. On 28 March Bennett interviewed GV Philcox regarding the  
  post of assistant manager. On 4 April, Mike Harte, foreman weighman for  
  thirty-three years, died. Bennett comments on ‘his quiet control of men 
and great ability and organising powers’. On 26 April Bennett’s garden was open to the 
public in aid of charity, and he records a successful attendance. On 9 May RD Smith, late 
assistant manager, died. On 29 May he met Myra Litchfield at Ballymaloe, noting ‘last 
survivor of the old generation reminding one of the younger years and tennis days in the 
90s of the last century when as yet I had not become obsessed with yacht racing’. On 23 
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July electric light from the Shannon Scheme was laid on to Charleston. On 29 July 
Bennett attended an inspection of Dr Beavan’s field cage experiments at Warminster, 
England. On 7 October he was invited to lunch at the Brewers’ Room, AGS, for the first 
time in nearly fourteen years. In December Bennett purchased Mr Forde’s farm at 
Ramhill. 
 
 
B609/9/A/51 Diary, 1931. On 12 March the Cork County Club decided not to display  
  the Union Jack on special occasions, ‘i.e. not at all in future’. On 7 April  
  he notes the terms under which GV Philcox will become manager, 
including his proposal to have an option to purchase a majority holding, in effect to take 
over the business. Bennett reflects ‘most difficult situation to visualise & Dorothy is 
averse to place herself under his control’. On 11 August the grand inspection of the 
Cereal Station and plots occurred. The Grand Tour of barley growing areas commenced 
next day. In late September a reduction in malting is anticipated owing to the large 
decline in Guinness sales resulting from increased duty on beer in Britain. Bennett began 
to reduce his personal expenditure. At a special general meeting of the company on 2 
December, Dorothy McNeill was elected a director. 
 
 
B609/9/A/52 Diary 1932. On 6 February Bennett discussed with Lady Midleton the lack 
  of canvassing on behalf of the Irish Free State Government Party for the  
  forthcoming election. On 11 May he heard Mr MacEntee’s first budget 
delivered at Leinster House, noting of various taxes ‘the evident intention being to make 
the well to do pay for various contributions to the ordinary individual’. On 21 May an 
agreement on salary and profit share was signed with GV Philcox. On 1 June Bennett 
accepted an offer for his yacht ‘Verve’, ‘that unique almost perfect little ship’. On 2 July, 
Bennett celebrated his seventieth birthday. Later in the month he notes the effect of the 
economic war between the British and Irish governments on prices. In early August he 
went to Norway and Denmark on a cruise. In the year’s later months, the company again 
found it difficult to compete on the local barley market, Dorothy McNeill answering in 
the negative when asked by AGS whether there was any prospect of barley acreage in Co 
Cork being increased to its former extent (19 September). 
 
 
B609/9/A/53 Diary, 1933. In January Bennett made arrangements to cover his sister  
  Jane’s treatment in a nursing home. On 20 February he begins to make  
  enquiries regarding a successor to GV Philcox. On 24 March he receives a 
good report of his health, and writes ‘I may be spared to see the present depression in all 
trades begin to improve’. On 11 June he records being impressed by ‘the quiet and good 
behaviour’ of crowds at hurling contests in Castlemartyr and Youghal. On 4 November 
he bought the yacht ‘Myth’ at Southampton. On the 23rd he agreed a new lease for land 
held from A Rowland at Ballinacurra. 
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B609/9/A/54 Diary, 1934. Bennett records many health problems this year, and his  
  handwriting deteriorates. On 16 February he hired WH Ireland as skipper  
  of ‘Myth’. In March, two neighbouring farms – Mr Forde’s at 
Castleredmond and T Coppinger’s at Ramhill – came up for sale, Bennett noting ‘it never 
rains but it pours’. He purchased the latter. On 3 May he suffered a ‘haemorrhage’, and 
admitted himself to Elpe’s private hospital, Dublin. He had improved by July, when 
Timothy West of Midleton College accompanied him sailing in Scotland. On 30 
September he went to see the Blundell’s new house, converted from Midleton Estate 
Office. 
 
 
B609/9/A/55 Diary, 1935. On 11 March Bennett travelled to London, where he received 
  medical treatment from Sir Maurice Cassidy. He returned home on 21  
  March [the final entry; Bennett died 18 June 1935]. 
 
 
B609/9/A/56 John H Bennett, Personal Memorandum Books, 1889-1931 [1878]. Small  
  notebooks containing jottings by Bennett on various subjects, including  
  his business, the farm, the experimental plots, barley inspections, work-
related visits, housekeeping, sporting interests, meetings with friends, his cars, and other 
subjects. These rough notes may have been drawn on when writing up his diary and 
letters and reports. There is some overlap in time between some of the notebooks. One 
book appears to be a sketch book and contains a number of sketches in addition to 
jottings. Other sketches may subsequently have been removed, however, as several pages 
are captioned with the name of a scene and the date 30 July 1878, although no picture is 
present. Some loose pages of similar notes also present. Thirty-three volumes. 
 
 
B609/9/A/57 Shooting Log of John H Bennett, 1895-1934 (1890-1930). Record of game 
  birds and animals shot by Bennett during hunting season. The volume  
  records date and locality (with weather often noted), the number of birds 
or animals of each type shot, Bennett’s total, total for the party of shooters, and remarks. 
Remarks often include names of other shooters and their exploits, comments on dogs, the 
weather, and unusual birds. Bennett often writes a lengthy note of summary at season’s 
end. The varieties of game to which columns in the log are given are as follows: Cock; 
Snipe; Partridge; Green Plover; Golden Plover; Pheasants; Duck; Wigeon; Teal; Rabbits 
and Hares, and ‘Various’. This last column came to include rabbits and hares, but other 
creatures listed include curlews and other non-game birds, and pigs. Common locations 
for shooting were around Ballymacoda, Carrignavaar, Clonmult, Corkbeg, Dungourney, 
Garryvoe, Rathcoursey and Youngrove. His most usual companion was Digby Welland, 
with others including W Beale, E Hallinan, and G Waters. His best season was in 1907-
08, when his total bag came to 368. In 1915 he notes that his resumption of shooting is 
‘shaded with sorrow’ by memories of happy days shooting with his son, who was killed 
that year in the Great War. There was no shooting from 1920-21 to 1922-23 owing to the 
Troubles in Ireland. On 20 March 1923 Bennett writes a note ‘in memory of a good 
friend and fellow sportsman William Goff Beale who was shot by Republicans as a 
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reprisal for an execution in Cork’ [see also B609/9/A/43]. On 28 February 1934 Bennett 
inspected two setters sired by his dog Billy and trained by I Whelan, and selected the dog 
Shot for himself, giving the other to Whelan. 
 
The log itself covers the seasons from 1895 to 1934. At the front of the volume season 
totals for 1890 to 1913 are recorded, and at the back totals for 1913 to 1930 are tallied. 
Loose pages from a different log covering the years 1892 and 1894-95 are placed inside 
the back cover. Also placed there are a number of newscuttings regarding shooting, 
mainly from ‘The Field’ newspaper. Also present is a note of a ‘Peculiar Snipe’ shot on 
24 January 1908 by Dr Richard Fitzgerald. Attached to the fly leaf at the back of the 
volume is a letter from EH Bennett to his brother William H Bennett (father of John H 
Bennett), referring to the latter’s feat of killing two woodcocks with one shot [a note by 
John H Bennett dates the letter ‘about the year ’61’]. Pasted to the front fly leaf is a 
printed copy of the poem ‘A Father’s Advice’ by Mark Beaufoy’, which ends ‘”All the 
pheasants ever bred/Wont repay for one man dead”’. 
 
 
B609/9/A/58 John H Bennett, Notebook ‘Some Notes in Diary Form on The Great War, 
  Aug 4 1914 to Nov 11 1918’. The notes seem to have been written after  
  the war’s end. Bennett generally records news concerning the progress of 
the war, although he does write of his son Jack’s departure in August 1915 and his death 
in October. Bennett also notes his wife’s death on 10 April 1916. The entry for 24 April 
1916 records the Easter Monday Sinn Fein rebellion in Ireland. He notes ‘feeling of 
people round here at first dismay at rising subsequently sympathy with rebels when 
ringleaders were shot after surrender’. In his final note, dated 9 December 1918, Bennett 
gives thanks to God and praises ‘the unconquerable spirit of her [Great Britain’s] race’. 
Among pages for May 1915 is a postcard dated 10 May 1915 to Bennett from Rt WB 
Holmes, 1st Irish Guards. In a note in the margin, Bennett writes ‘Poor Holmes was killed 
on 18th May in a big attack in which his Regt lost 700’. The volume contains a number of 
newscuttings, including one from 1927, and a complete copy of ‘The Times’ Review of 
the Year for 1918. The latter part of the book contains what seems to be an ms fragment 
of a play [possibly by Jack Bennett; see B609/9/C/2]. 
 
B609/9/A/59 John H Bennett, ‘Notes re Business continued from Previous Books Nov  
  1926, Particulars barley Season &c.’. Diary-form record of barley seasons  
  and business activities, November 1926 to August 1934. Bennett writes of 
barley growing, the effects of the weather, drying and malting, and dealings with AGS. 
Some additional information has been added in red ink to some entries. In July 1932 he 
notes the beginning of ‘Economic War’ between Britain and the Irish Free State. In his 
final entry, August 1934, Bennett records AGS’s intention to build a brewery in London 
and remarks on the ‘prejudicial’ effects on general business in Dublin and on Irish 
manufacturers of malt. Some newscuttings present, including obituaries of Lord Iveagh 
and TC Purser, AGS, and Sir Horace Plunkett. Inside the front cover is a note dated 23 
November 1927 of ‘Particulars regarding the issue of Spratt Archer barley for general 
cultivation in Ireland’ in 1915. Inside the back cover is a note of ‘Square Feet of Malt 
House Floors, May 1913’. While concerned with the business of JHB, this diary is placed 
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here as it seems to have been a personal record of John H Bennett’s, not a formal 
business record. 
 
B609/9/A/60 Account Book, John H Bennett in account with Bank of Ireland, May  
  1906 to January 1918 
 
 
B609/9/A/61 Account Book, John H Bennett in account with Bank of Ireland, Cork,  
  September 1931 to September 1936, and Executrices’ Account, September 
  1935 to July 1937. The executrices of John H Bennett are Mrs Esther 
Bennett and Miss Dorothy McNeill. See also B609/9/D & E below. 
 
 
 
B609/9/B John H Bennett, personal letters, photographs, and 

other items, 1877 to 1935 (1952) 
 
 
 
  John H Bennett, personal letters, photographs, and other items, 1877 to  
  1935 (1952). This sub-section contains some small groupings of personal  
  letters to John H Bennett, including letters from JO Young, his lifelong 
friend since their days at Arlington School; letters from his son Jack and letters of 
sympathy received following Jack’s death in the Great War, and following the death of 
his wife Brida in 1916; and a small number of other personal and family letters. A letter 
from Dorothy McNeill to a former employee following Bennett’s death contains an 
account of his funeral (B609/9/B/6). Also present are some photographs of Bennett’s 
yachts. Other items present include a cricket score book from Arlington School. 
 
 
B609/9/B/1 Letters to John H Bennett from JO Young, school friend at Arlington  
  and lifelong friend thereafter (1883-1904). Young seems to have taught at  
  Mostyn House School and later entered the Church. A letter dated 23 
August 1897 [signed James, but possibly not from Young] encloses an Arlington School 
List of Boys and Marks for the week ending 15 September 1877. Bennett is listed in the 
Sixth Form, as is Young. The letters are personal in nature, and include much talk of 
sport, especially cricket, and of politics, often in a humorous tone. In his letter of 15 July 
1902 Young gives his account of the homecoming celebrations for Kitchener’s return 
from South Africa. In a letter of 24 August 1902, he comments ‘one sometimes fears that 
the Irish Parliamentary Party is killing the Irish sense of humour, which is more 
necessary to the nation’s salvation than the judicial rents of a thousand commissioners 
and the grand craps of ten thousand baronies’. A letter of 7 March 1904 makes reference 
to Harry Humphreys [see B609/9/B/2 below]. [See also B609/9/B/9 below] 
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B609/9/B/2 John H Bennett, letters received from his son John H Bennett, and letters  
  of sympathy on the death of his son and on that of his wife, Brida (1915- 
  16, 1905, 1918, 1925). This file contains three letters from Jack Bennett to 
his father, from School and from the War, and a large number of letters of sympathy 
received by Bennett following Jack’s death in action in October 1915, and the death of 
his wife in April 1916. A small number of other items, listed below, are also present. The 
letters from Jack are dated 23 March 1905, and 20 and 24 September 1915. Persons and 
bodies writing to Bennett to express sympathy include the following [arranged 
chronologically, from October 1915 to May 1916, as they occur]: 
 
 Gerald LM McElligott, Wigan (1st Royal Munster Fusiliers); Edward Gaffney, 
Downside School; Ethel Laun, Pitlochry, Perthshire; Select Vestry, Midleton Parish; 
William R Burton, Ipswich; John Perrin, Hoylake; Albert [WJ Luke], Aghada Camp; 
Petty Sessions Office, Midleton; Ballinacurra Workingmen’s Club; GS Peake, 1st Cavalry 
Division; Herbert Hunter; [ ], Shiels Court, Brundall, Norwich [page missing]. 
 
 Also present are a newscutting forwarded by Lady Swinfen, Co Clare; an ms 
transcript of a poem, ‘Sons of Britannia’, which first appeared in Punch, Spring 1891; 
Pamphlet of the poem ‘To The Day’, by WS Pakenham-Walsh. 
 
 Two other letters are present in the file. The first is to Bennett from his friend 
Marshall Harry Humphreys, from Spa, Belgium, shortly after the Armistice (letter dated 
3 December 1918). The second is to Bennett from his daughter Gwendoline regarding her 
journey to visit the cemetery where Jack is buried, at Dud’s Corner, near Loos, France 
(25 April 1925). She writes ‘I think I never set my foot in a lonelier spot all my life’. 
 
 At the back of the file is a copy of ‘Our Heroes’ a supplement to ‘Irish Life’, 26 
November 1915, containing short biographies and photographs of fallen soldiers, 
including Jack Bennett. 
 
 
B609/9/B/3 Small file, John H Bennett, personal letters, 1924. Two letters present.  
  Includes a letter, 18 September 1924, from RM Pollack, 48 Upper Leeson  
  St, Dublin, thanking Bennett for his and referring to the Campbells’ new 
home in Bray; Letter, 22 September 1924, from JC Campbell, Highnam Lodge, Bray, Co 
Wicklow, in reply to Bennett’s, commenting on his retirement from the Department of 
Agriculture and his new home. 
 
 
B609/9/B/4 Letter, dated 30 April 1934, from John H Bennett to Exhams, solicitors,  
  releasing Rev PE Prince (husband of his sister Janie) from repayments  
  owed to him [see also B609/9/A/27]. 
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B609/9/B/5 Letter from Laura Romney Bennett, 44 Upper Mall, Hammersmith,  
  London, to ‘Dear Sir’ [John H Bennett]. The letter concerns family  
  connections between Bennetts in Britain and Bennetts in Ireland. It is 
dated 15 October, but no year is given. [c1890]. 
 
 
B609/9/B/6 Letters to Mr Hartnett, former employee, from John H Bennett (1928,  
  1930), and a letter from Dorothy Trevor McNeill, dated 28 June 1935,  
  giving Hartnett an account of Bennett’s last days, and of his funeral 
[Hartnett seems to be living abroad]. She writes ‘He so hated publicity that we decided 
not to have a large funeral. Instead he was taken on his last journey to our little Church in 
Midleton at 6.30 in the evening, with his employees and tenants following in procession. 
At midnight a very small gathering of invited persons returned to the Church, and he was 
laid to his last resting place, lit by the lanterns of the malthouses, lowered into his grave 
by four of his yachting friends, and carried by Jerry Ring, Timon [Ring], Paddy Walsh 
and Larry Carey. They, with John L Sullivan and Denis Hourihan, who had all remained 
loyal to him during the Strike, filled the earth into his grave, turning it and placing it with 
the precision of a maltster’s shovel’. The letter is damaged, with part of middle of both 
pages missing. In his letters to Hartnett, dated 24 April 1928 and 12 March 1930, Bennett 
enquires after his health and informs him of news from Ballinacurra. 
 
B609/9/B/7 Photographs of yachts owned by John H Bennett. Four photographs  
  present. Two are of the yacht ‘Myth’, stamped on the back with the  
  company stamp of Camper & Nicholson Ltd, Yacht Builders, Gosport. 
One shows ‘Myth’ under sail, the other shows it at the shipyard. A third photograph is 
apparently also of ‘Myth’, and shows it under sail with a party on board, the silhouetted 
figure to the fore possibly being Bennett. The other photograph is of the yacht ‘Verve’ 
and is inscribed on the back ‘Verve at East Ferry 1931 taken by Teddy Bagwell’. Bennett 
owned ‘Verve’ from 1913 to 1931. He purchased ‘Myth’ in 1933. 
 
 
B609/9/B/8 Newscutting from the Glasgow Herald, 3 July 1931, showing picture of  
  ‘Mr JH Bennett’s Cutter Verve Which Is Taking Part In The Clyde  
  Fortnight Racing’. 
 
 
B609/9/B/9 Score Book, Boords Cricket Club, 1878. Also known as Black Boords CC. 
  The club included John H Bennett and his friend JO Young, as well as ER  
  Howe and AJO Tabutean. It is not clear where matches were played, but 
the names of the players and of opposing sides – Wybrant’s, Verschoyle’s, Scott’s – 
suggest Arlington School was the connection. About six matches are documented, each 
side most commonly comprised of four or five players. There is a note of averages inside 
the back cover, Bennett having the best average of 17.818. A note of batting averages for 
the previous season is given on the first page. A note of books and prices or value of 
them occupies some pages in the middle of the book, which is an ordinary note book, not 
a formal score book. 
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B609/9/B/10 Mixed file of John H Bennett matter. Includes the following: calling card  
  of Belgian consul in London, 1890; letter, 14 August 1896, from S   
  Fleming, thanking him and his wife for a floral present; newscutting 
announcing forthcoming wedding of John H Bennett and Esther Frances, widow of JH 
Trevor McNeill, daughter of Sir George Duffey, MD [they were married on 15 June 
1918]; newscutting recording ‘Coming Of Age of Mr JW Bennett’; programme for 
Midleton Golf Club Grand Dramatic and Musical Entertainment. Participants include JW 
Bennett and Miss Bennett [year not given; c1909?]; Photograph of two women 
[unknown] in Dutch pilgrim costume. Possibly connected to an item from the programme 
above, ‘By the Side of the Zuyder Zee’. 
 
 
B609/9/B/11 Tributes and cuttings. ‘John H Bennett, a tribute’ by Herbert Hunter, 1952  
  (two typescript copies); ‘John Hallaran Bennett: An Appreciation’, typed  
  two pages, printed in the Cork Examiner, 21 June 1935 (copy of 
newspaper present); Irish Times, 24 June 1935, featuring photograph of John H Bennett, 
who has just died; Belfast Telegraph, 6 June [1934], regarding the Ulster cricket team’s 
visit to the Royal Cork Yacht Club, where Bennett toasted them as Vice-Admiral; cutting 
regarding an ‘Attorney-Author’, Henry Bennett, nineteenth century solicitor and author 
of light verse, and possible relative of Judge John Bennett, Recorder of Cork. 
 
 
 
B609/9/C John W ‘Jack’ Bennett and Gwendoline Bennett Records, 
  1904-38 
 
 
 
  John W ‘Jack’ Bennett and Gwendoline Bennett Records, 1904-38. Only a 
  small number of records of the children of John H Bennett by his first  
  marriage, to Brida Williams, are present. These consist mainly of letters 
and other items relating to Jack Bennett’s time at school in England and his subsequent 
service in the Great War. A photograph album of Gwendoline Bennett is present. A few 
letters from Jack and Gwen to their father are present above (B609/9/B/2), and there is 
much reference to them in John H Bennett’s diary. There is also reference to Gwen in the 
diaries of Dorothy McNeill, her stepsister. Jack Bennett was born in 1890 and was killed 
in action in France on 13 October 1915. Gwen was born in 1891 and died in 1952. She 
lived in England for most of her adult life. 
 
 
 
B609/9/C/1 John W Bennett, letters and other items 1904-15. File of personal items of  
  Jack Bennett, son of John H Bennett, from his time at Mostyn House  
  School and Shrewsbury School and subsequently his time with the Royal 
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Munster Fusiliers. He was killed in action on 13 October 1915. The file includes the 
following: 
 
1. School Records, 1904-11 
 Jack’s calling card; Mostyn House School (Parkgate, Cheshire) Rifle Cadet Corps 
Shooting Log, 1903-04; Shrewsbury School Chapel Order of Service, 11 July 1906; 
Shrewsbury School class lists, 1906-07 (4 items); Shrewsbury School house lists, 1907 (2 
items); Debating Society Programme, Christmas 1907 ( two names – EC Longworth and 
M Perrin – are underlined and noted as ‘Friends of JWB’s who came to Charleston’); 
Junior Steeplechase Programme, 14 March 1908; Amateur Dramatics Programme, Easter 
1911; Menu [undated]; Fragment of draft of play, ‘Pretty Poor Food for 2d, or So Am I’, 
‘Comedy in 3 acts by JW Bennett, Music and Jokes by M Perrin’; Rough jottings, 
including notes possibly for a comic speech and copies of poems [5 items]. 
 
2. Volumes, school days, 1905-08 

Letterbook, copies of letters from Eustace Longworth, 1907, and of one letter in 
reply from October 1907, much of it in verse, with many quotations from well-known 
poems (six enclosures present, inside back cover); Exercise book, Practical Physics, 
1905-08. [Books filed separately from remainder of this file] 
 
3. Letters and Postcards, 1906-08 
 Card from the Bishop of Cork recording that John William Bennett, presented by 
Rev WE Fluett, from Midleton Parish, was confirmed in St John Baptists’ Church, by the 
Bishop of Cork, Cloyne, and Ross, on 8 May 1906; Unsigned post card from a friend, 7 
May 1907; Post card from his mother from Dinant, Belgium, where she is holidaying, 12-
13 June 1907; Letter from King’s College, Cambridge, informing him that, while he has 
not obtained a scholarship or exhibition at the recent examinations, his results qualify him 
as a candidate for honours in Natural Sciences, should he wish to enter the College (14 
December 1907); Post card from a friend [HA Harries?], 2 December 1908, addressed to 
Jack at Norton’s, Bagnalstown, Co Carlow. 
 
4. Letters, War Service, 1914-15 
 Letter, 5 November 1914, from WMG Crosbie, Adjutant, 3rd Brigade of Royal 
Munster Fusiliers, informing Jack of his appointment to a commission as 2nd lieutenant 
(printed list of field kit enclosed); Letter, 11 November 1914, certifying men passed and 
rejected for the 3rd RMF [Jack not named]; Letters (20 January 1915 and 3 February 
1915) from ‘Eustace’ [EC Longworth], 13th Lancashire Fusiliers, 26 Abercrombie Street, 
Chesterfield; Bill of account, 30 April 1915, of mess expenses owed by 2nd Lieut Bennett 
(marked paid, 3 May 1915); Ms note on ‘Instructing a Squad in Firing Positions’; 
Typescript Order of Battle for Battle of Ypres-Armentieres, 11 October to 20 November 
1914.] 
 
 
B609/9/C/2 Folder containing ms draft of a story by John W Bennett entitled   
  ‘Vagabonds: An Ill-told Tale’. Undated [Shrewsbury School days; see also 
  B609/9/A/58]. 
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B609/9/C/3 Photograph of a Shrewsbury School rowing four, including Jack Bennett  
  (back row, right). 
 
 
 B609/9/C/4 Bill issued to John W Bennett by W Watson & Sons, London, for a pair of 
  binoculars purchased by him. Dated 12 April 1915. 
 
 
B609/9/C/5 Gwendoline Bennett’s photograph album, 1934-[38]. The album begins  
  with photos of Orchard’s End, Gwendoline Bennett’s house near Reading  
  in England, and of Gwen with family and friends holidaying or touring 
through various parts of England. There are also photos from ‘Our Irish Trip’, August-
September 1936, including some of Charleston. Also present are photos from trips to 
Niagara Falls, Hawaii, and New Zealand. Loose photos [11 items] in the album have 
been gathered together in the back. 
 
 
B609/9/C/6 Copy of ‘Drill on French Grammar’ by Victor Spiers, London, 1901.  
  Inscribed ‘G Bennett’. Probably Gwendoline Bennett, daughter of John H  
  Bennett. 
 
 
B609/9/C/7 Copy of ‘Elements of Acoustics, Light, and Heat’ by William Lees,  
  Collins’ Science Series. [Possibly the property of John H Bennett, or of  
  one of his children, Jack or Gwendoline.] 
 
 
 
B609/9/D Esther Bennett (formerly McNeill, nee Duffey), 1939-57 
 
 
 
  Esther Bennett (formerly McNeill, nee Duffey). A small number of letters  
  and photographs of Esther Bennett, second wife of John H Bennett and  
  mother of Dorothy West, nee McNeill, are present. Esther, or Essie, 
McNeill, a widow, married John H Bennett in 1918. She and her daughter Dorothy 
McNeill lived with him at Charleston and both became involved in the operations of the 
company JHB. Both became directors of the company, with Dorothy McNeill succeeding 
John H Bennett as managing director. Esther Bennett continued to serve as a director and 
on the management committee of the company, as well as being a substantial 
shareholder, until her death in 1958. There is much reference to her in the diaries of John 
H Bennett and Dorothy West, and in letters from AGS, some of which are directed to her. 
[See also B609/4/C/1 and B609/9/A/61, regarding the death of John H Bennett and the 
transfer of ownership of the company and estate.] 
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B609/9/D/1 Letters to Esther F Bennett, 1948-53; (1939; 1957). Esther Bennett sat on  
  the Board of Directors and the Management Committee of the firm, and  
  many of the letters are from fellow members, especially Sir Richard 
Levinge of AGS. The letters are, however, generally directed to her in her personal 
capacity, for instance thanking her for hospitality received, or enquiring after her health. 
Also, a number of purely personal letters from non-business correspondents are present. 
One outgoing letter (1 September 1953, to Arthur Hughes, AGS, on his resignation as 
Chairman and Director of JHB) is present. The letters are arranged in chronological 
order. The names of her correspondents, arranged from their earliest occurrence, are as 
follows: Sir Richard Levinge, AGS (Johnstown House, Chapelizod, Co Dublin); Hugh 
Beaver, AGS, London; Arthur Hughes, AGS (Glendruid, Shankill, Co Dublin); George 
Mahon, Mountain View, Killester, Dublin; Andrew Onslow, AGS (Ballantrae, 
Castleknock, Co Dublin); Irene Buseton, Clohamon, Ferns, Co Wexford; Bryan 
Guinness-Moyne, AGS (Knockmaroon, Castleknock, Co Dublin). 
 
 
 B609/9/D/2 Photograph of Esther Bennett, 9 October 1947. 
 
 
B609/9/D/3 Photograph of Sir George Duffey, President of the Royal College of  
  Physicians in Ireland. Father of Esther Duffey. [Undated] 
 
 
 B609/9/D/4 Three photographs of Sir George Duffey, one of him in his robes of office, 
  the other two in private dress [the same photograph, one copy mounted]. 
 
 
 
B609/9/E Dorothy West (nee McNeill), Diaries, 1936-51 
 
 
 
  Dorothy West (nee McNeill), Diaries, 1936-51. Dorothy McNeill,   
  daughter of John H Bennett’s second wife, Esther McNeill, took over  
  management of JHB and of Bennett’s estates, initially in conjunction with 
her mother, following Bennett’s death in 1935. She also commenced keeping a diary, 
apparently as a continuation of those kept by John H Bennett. Hers record similar 
information, but are rather different in tone, and in the case of the first diary at least, more 
personal and detailed. Following her marriage on 29 July 1937 to Timothy West, 
Principal of Midleton College, however, she includes hardly any personal information, 
confining herself mainly to business, farm, estate, and Cereal Station matters. Some 
entries appear to be in hands other than Mrs West’s, suggesting the diary was kept up to 
date in the office in her absence, at least some of the time. Lists of maltsters at work in 



B609/ 

All Rights Reserved © Cork City and County Archives 2008 187

maltings, and on leave, occur in many volumes, and wages are a recurring subject. Barley 
buying from September to December is also noted. The diary for 1948 is not present. 
There are no diaries for the years from 1952 to her retirement in 1969. 
 
As in the case of John H Bennett’s diaries (B609/9/A), the descriptions which follow are 
not intended to be exhaustive, but rather to give a flavour of the diaries’ content and 
scope, and to draw attention to significant developments. 
 
 
 
B609/9/E/1 Diary, 1936. On 14 January Miss McNeill attended a barley conference  
  at the DoA, afterwards meeting family friends, including the Stoneys (see  
  B609/9/A/49). In late January she attended a Church of Ireland 
Conference of Youth in Dublin (see B609/9/F/1). On 2 February she attended the Savoy 
Celebrity Concert, noting ‘Paul Robeson, the “draw”’. On 15 February she visited Gwen 
Bennett, her step-sister, at Farnham, near Reading. On 26 February she notes ‘Mr 
Chaloner [DoA] very depressing about future of Ballinacurra’. On 1 March she and her 
mother listened to King Edward VIII’s first radio broadcast at Eastgrove in the company 
of the Bagwells, Jack Smith, and Mr Lavery. On 4 March Hugh Clifford indicated he 
would join the Company if finances were satisfactory. On 16 March photos of permanent 
staff taken. On 26 March some department officials and German, Dutch, and English 
visitors inspected the Cereal Station. On 14 April Ms McNeill was re-elected to the select 
vestry (Midleton parish). On 17 April a letter came from Hugh Clifford changing his 
mind regarding a position with the company. On 25 April she met with Richard Minchin, 
Limerick, who agreed to join the company [as farm manager] in June for £250 per annum 
and a free house. He arrived on 8 June, and was moved into Ballinacurra Lodge. On 30 
May she attended a ‘wonderful performance’ by the Ballets Russes at Cork Opera House. 
On 21 August McNeill records a ‘bad attack of depression’. On 5 September she played 
tennis for first time in four years, but twisted her knee ‘so gave up & think tennis must 
now be ruled out’. On 12 September four tonnes of potatoes were sent to Dublin. On 17 
September she notes ‘had a long discussion with M. [mother] Mr Read & Mr O’Connor 
(Magennis) [accountants] about a/c’s: salaries, etc: most helpful’. On 26 September she 
notes ‘413 pts milk sold. A new record!’. On 12 October she notes ‘heavy deliveries in 
Bc [Ballinacurra] & all places humming: more like old times’. On 26 October the effects 
of the 1936 Conditions of Employment Act were discussed, and on the 30th employees 
were informed of new wages: ‘a complete bombshell & very well received’. On a visit to 
the Lanes at Rock Lodge on 6 November McNeill played ‘Monopoly’ for the first time. 
On 19 November her dog Billy died of heart trouble and old age, McNeill noting ‘curious 
similarity between Billy’s symptoms and Father’s’. In late November, early December 
McNeill came to an arrangement with Cloyne Collodial Clay Co regarding a water 
supply to them. McNeill spent much of 24 December distributing presents and fruit and 
flowers to employees and villagers. On 31 December she records an arrangement agreed 
with baggers for remuneration for loading malt onto ships, describing it as ‘historic’, 
adding ‘a definite advantage to have conference in lieu of threat & no hostile feeling’. 
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B609/9/E/2 Diary, 1937. On 29 July, Dorothy McNeill married Timothy West,   
  principal of Midleton College. From this date on, the diary becomes a  
  general business one, with hardly any personal information recorded. 
 
 
B609/9/E/3 Diary, 1938. On 5 March, Mrs West notes ‘this has been a very heavy  
  week in the Office with orders & queries re Seed Oats every day’ [see also 
  B609/1/E/3]. There is much reference to farm and dairy activities. Many 
of the entries appear not to be in Mrs West’s hand. 
 
 
B609/9/E/4 Diary, 1939. In January, JHB began to malt barley for the new AGS  
  Brewery at Park Royal, London. By September, however, there were  
  shortages of malting barley owing to the war. 
 
 
B609/9/E/5 Diary, 1940. The entry for 18 June refers to a Workmen’s trust fund  
  created by John H Bennett (see B609/9/E/10 below). On 16 November,  
  Mrs West notes the loss of the Ardmore with 500 barrels of malt on board, 
through an explosion probably caused by a mine. 
 
 
B609/9/E/6 Diary, 1941. In January there is much trade in seed oats, the war fuelling  
  demand. There are references throughout the year to war-related shortages 
  and a black market in barley [e.g., 16-18 September; see also 
B609/1/A/26]. On 19 August the birth of James McNeill West is recorded. On 19 
October, Mrs West notes army manoeuvres in the area, with fifty-five soldiers on 
Charleston grounds from 5am. On 28 November it is recorded that the Cloyne Collodial 
Clay Company is to be sold, although litigation over dust nuisance by JHB is still 
pending [see also B609/1/D/5]. 
 
 
B609/9/E/7 Diary, 1942. On 30 April Mrs West gave a lift to Mr Navratil, who told  
  her of property in the Sudetenland and a pension from the Czechoslovak  
  Sugar Institute ‘which both went wallop (he presumes) when the Germans 
took over’ [see also B609/1/D/7]. On 6 May, four long-serving employees informed Mrs 
West they were leaving for England, and were reassured by her that the departure ‘would 
not mean a black mark against them’, although it was understood that other men would 
not be put out to make way for them, if they returned. Inserted beside the entry for 30 
December is a statement read to maltsters and storemen regarding wages and bonuses, in 
which it is stated ‘Our object is to give everyone a turn at the high rate as well as the low 
rates, which seems to us more fair than having some men always at the lower rate’. A 
page signed by several workers [otherwise blank] is also inserted. 
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B609/9/E/8 Diary, 1943. On 2 January, Mrs West met with Mr Brown, solicitor, to  
  discuss the effects of the Conditions of Employment Act. ‘It was agreed  
  that in future it wd be desirable to have different men for Farm & Store 
work’. Inserted into the entry for 30 December is a note by Mr WH Read of a discussion 
with Mr O’Brien of the Irish Transport and General Workers’ Union, regarding the 
company’s decision to consult the Minister for Industry and Commerce regarding 
sanction to pay agreed bonuses. Read notes ‘He seemed rather sore that we had gone to 
the Minister, as he said the matter could have been settled nice and quietly between us. I 
said no doubt it could but we were not going against regulations’. [On this and similar 
issues, see B609/4/E/12, B609/5/A/3-4, and below.] 
 
 
B609/9/E/9 Diary, 1944. Inserted in the volume is a typed ‘Statement read to storemen 
  by Mrs West. 10 Jan ‘44’. This is in regard to bonuses approved by the  
  Department of Industry and Commerce to maltsters and loftmen, but not 
applicable to storemen. Also present is a typed note of a telephone discussion on the 
matter with PJ O’Brien, Cork No 2 Branch, Irish Transport and General Workers’ Union. 
The entry for 6 July gives the new procedure for handling seed suggested by the 
Associated Seed Growers. 
 
 
B609/9/E/10 Diary, 1945. The entry for 9 February concerns an illness of Mrs West’s  
  son, Niall. There are no further entries for the month. On 20 April, Mrs  
  West met with a special commissioner of the income tax authorities, 
regarding their claim for income tax against her in respect of Mr Bennett’s Workmen’s 
Trust Fund. The commissioner was ‘unbending’ in his insistence that no trust had been 
created by Mr Bennett’s will. It was decided not to appeal this verdict. [See also 
B609/9/E/5 above, and B609/5/E/1] 
 
 
B609/9/E/11 Diary, 1946.  The majority of the pages contain no entries. The entry for 6  
  November records the death of Jerry Ryng, ‘He had been 56 years   
  working here, having begun his career as a boy cleaning boots & knives in 
the old Charleston, & working in the garden… A very great loss’. 
 
 
B609/9/E/12 Diary, 1947. On 4 July, Hugh Beaver, managing director of the AGS  
  Brewery at Park Royal, came to visit with his two daughters. A family  
  connection between his wife and the Duffey family [Mrs West’s maternal 
grandfather’s family] was discovered [see also B609/1/A/30]. 
 
 
B609/9/E/13 Diary, 1948. Not present 
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B609/9/E/14 Diary, 1949. The entry for 22 March records a discussion with Paddy  
  Barry of the ITGWU, regarding the employment of non-union men. A  
  promise sought by Barry from the firm to employ only union men where 
such men were available was refused. It is not the union’s policy seems to be to prevent 
agricultural labourers entering the union or industry work, although ‘a union man may go 
and do agricultural work’. The entry for 24 May concerns the tenancy of a house and 
license held by Mrs Barry at Kearney’s Cross [see also B609/6/C/3]. On 27 July Mrs 
West records the visit to the Cereal Station of ‘2 Barley Celebrities from France’ (from 
SECOBRAH, an industry organisation). 
 
 
B609/9/E/15 Diary, 1950. There is much reference throughout to the fitting and repair  
  of oil firing kilns and other equipment [see also B609/1/A/32]. On 22  
  February, Mrs West showed a Mrs Perkins over the Bennett village house. 
Mrs Perkins ‘is to write to say if she is interested in house, meanwhile we wait to hear if 
Gwen is interested in it’. The period March-April contains many entries concerning 
discussions with the ITGWU regarding wages, and the dismissal of a tractor driver. On 
25 April, the Cereal Station was visited by officials from the AGS experimental maltings 
at Warminster. On 20 July, the Dutch minister for agriculture and others visited the 
Cereal Station. From 4 to 6 December, Mrs West and Mrs Bennett attended meetings at 
AGS regarding JHB. 
 
 
B609/9/E/16 Diary, 1951. Much reference is made to the reorganisation of the company 
  [see also B609/4/C/2]. A note inserted for 8 September concerns a   
  discussion with ITGWU officers regarding employment and wages. Mrs 
West records that a union official said ‘the men thought that Messrs Guinness had some 
hold over the Firm, & they were a millionaire firm. I replied that so far there was no sign 
of their giving us any millionaire profits to distribute’. The final entry is for 9 November. 
 
 
 
B609/9/F Dorothy West (nee McNeill), other records, 1932-77 

(1915, 1987) 
 
 
 
  Dorothy West (nee McNeill), other records, 1932-77 (1915, 1987). There  
  is a small amount of personal correspondence of Dorothy West and other  
  items in the collection. These include personal letters from business 
associates and colleagues, for example, on the occasion of her retirement. There are also 
several letters relating to her involvement in the Church of Ireland Youth Council and 
other church interests. A small file regarding the Charleston House and estate contains 
letters of Dorothy, but also some items of her son, Trevor West, from after her death 
(B609/9/F/6). [See also B609/4/C/1, B609/9/A/61, and B609/9/B/6, concerning the death 
of John H Bennett and the transfer of ownership of the company and estate.] 



B609/ 

All Rights Reserved © Cork City and County Archives 2008 191

 
 
B609/9/F/1 File on Dorothy McNeill’s involvement in the Church of Ireland All  
  Ireland Youth Council, and other church-related items, 1932-77. The file  
  contains minutes, letters, circulars, and some printed matter. Includes the 
following items: 
 

Minute book of the Diocesan Council of Youth for Cork, Cloyne, and Ross. 
Begins with minutes of a meeting to consider the formation of a Conference for Youth in 
the dioceses, and contains minutes of the subsequent conference, and of meetings to elect 
delegates to the All Ireland Youth Council and to church conferences (9 December 1931-
25 April 1933). 

 
Correspondence of the Diocesan Council of Youth, Dorothy Trevor McNeill the 

honorary secretary . Includes letters from members, a note on the Council of Youth in 
Down and Connor and Dromore, and information on conferences. (September 1932-
December 1933) 

 
Correspondence with Robert M Bourke, Secretary of the All Ireland Council of 

Youth, regarding local activities, Council meetings and church conferences, and 
preparation of a leaflet and pamphlet [copies present]. In a letter of 9 September 1935, 
following a long silence, Dorothy McNeill explains to Bourke that the Cork Council of 
Youth ‘is to all intents and purposes dead’. She notes that in most parishes the 
congregation is small and there are few young people, but stresses that they do their ‘fair 
share’ in parochial activities. (June 1933-September 1935) 

 
Letter from the St Patrick Memorial Missionary Fund, 35 South Frederick Street, 

Dublin, with enclosures, asking Miss McNeill to consider acting on the sub-committee 
for the Fund in her diocese (31 January 1934). 

 
Minutes of meetings of the Committee on Churches of the United Dioceses of 

Cork, Cloyne, and Ross. Mrs Dorothy West acted as secretary. Also present is a printed 
Report of the Committee to the Diocesan Synod, 1977. (November 1976-September 
1977). 
 
 
B609/9/F/2 Letter, 23 October 1935, to Miss McNeill from Herbert Ward, Ardeekin,  
  Portstewart, Co Londonderry, regarding John H Bennett and Bennett  
  family connections. 
 
 
B609/9/F/3 Unsigned and undirected letter, 14 February 1967, probably by Dorothy  
  West, regarding a meeting with Wallis Hutton of AGS at which he   
  outlined his company’s ‘blue-print’ for the future of the maltings in 
Ballinacurra. AGS propose building three fully mechanised facilities at locations where 
120000 barrels per annum are handled. As JHB only handles about 50000, its maltings 
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would not be considered, and it is proposed that JHB will become a barley buying and 
storage depot for AGS. The family may retain a 20% stake, or sell out to AGS (that 
company’s preferred option). A compensation package is outlined. It is suggested that 
‘Brian’ offer himself as a Brewer Candidate at AGS. On Royal Irish Automobile Club-
headed paper. [See also B609/4/C/31] 
  
 
 
B609/9/F/4 Letters and cards sent to Dorothy West on the occasion of her retirement  
  from JHB, in summer 1969. Writers include Richard Levinge and Arthur  
  Hughes (AGS); Franz Latchford (Miller and Grain Merchant, Tralee); 
Denis Quinlan (solicitor, Cork); Rita Paul, Cloyne [employee]. There are also three cards 
present, two signed by numerous employees. In his letter, Levinge notes that he was 
brewer-in-charge at AGS when the merger with JHB took place, adding ‘it was in fact the 
first “diversification” which AGS ever made in Ireland and I think did much to set a 
pattern for the many other ventures which followed it’. 
 
 
B609/9/9/F/5 Menu from Luncheon given to Dorothy West by the Board of Directors of  
  Arthur Guinness Son & Co Ltd, Wednesday, 11th June 1969. Signed by  
  many AGS officers and staff. 
 
 
 B609/9/F/6 Family correspondence regarding Charleston Properties, 1971-76 (1935,  
  1987). Contains letters to and from Dorothy West regarding rates on  
  land and rents incoming and outgoing. The file also includes a draft rental 
agreement [July 1975] between three West brothers (Dorothy’s sons: Timothy Trevor, 
John, and Alexander) and Ignatius Byrne, Inspector of Agriculture, renting to him the 
house and gardens of ‘Oikoseen’, Ballinacurra [a house and property on the Charleston 
estate]. Also present is a Schedule of Documents on the Estate of John H Bennett, Decd, 
10 July 1935. In addition the file contains three letters regarding a wayleave through 
family property required by Cork County Council as part of a sewerage scheme [1987]. 
Council scheme drawing also present. 
 
 
B609/9/F/7  Photograph of Dorothy McNeill as a young girl [c1915]. 
 
 
 B609/9/F/8 Two essays by Dorothy McNeill, apparently from school days. One is on  
  the saying ‘England’s difficulty is Ireland’s opportunity’, the other on the  
  saying ‘A rolling stone gathers no moss’. 
 
 
B609/9/F/9 Newscuttings: (1) Irish Times, 4 December 1930, regarding an old Dublin  
  Fiddle Shop. The shop was run by members of the McNeill family, until  
  Miss Elizabeth McNeill, ‘the last surviving member of the family’, died 
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last year. Possibly relatives of Dorothy McNeill. (2) Irish Times [no date], ‘An 
Irishwoman’s Diary’, including a note on ‘Woman Maltster’, Mrs Dorothy West. 
 
 
 
B609/9/G Other Bennett family records, c1806-1880 
 
 
 
  Other Bennett family records, c1806-80. A small number of records  
  relating to parents and older relatives of John H Bennett are present in the  
  collection. These include a diary of his uncle, Edward Hallaran Bennett, a 
box of old letters and cards containing items going back to the late eighteenth century, 
and some photographs. Among the letters and cards are three small parcels containing 
locks of hair. 
 
 
 
B609/9/G/1 Box of family letters, notes, cards, and items, nineteenth century. Includes  
  calling cards and prints of coats of arms of Robert Bennett, Recorder of  
  Cork, and of John Hallaran, William H Bennett, and of relatives and 
friends of the above (includes engraved plates for cards of William H Bennett and John 
Hallaran); Note, with cutting, recording the death of William (Cotter), brother of Mary 
Hallaran, on 22 January 1806; Letter, 5 March 1817, from E Bennett to Robert Bennett 
forwarding three guineas; Letter, 8 February 1839, from James Bennett to his aunt Anna 
Hallaran, Charleston; Letter, 2 March 1839, from William H Bennett to the same aunt; 
Letter, 6 April, from same to his aunt Eve Allin; Note, 26 October 1839, ‘A token of love 
for James Bennett from his Mother’; Note, 1 February 1844, lock of hair of ‘I.B.’; Three 
personal letters to John Bennett, 1847, 1848, 1862; Letter, undated, from EH Bennett to 
his uncle John Bennett regarding his walking tour in the Alps; Pages from a brief diary of 
a walking tour in the Alps, 1865 [probably by WH Bennett]; Note, 16 May 1860, 
containing lock of hair of John Bennett; Note, 16 September 1866, containing lock of hair 
of JRB, ‘Dick’ Bennett; Letter, 23 January 1871, [to James Hallaran] from Humphrey 
Lynch, offering to sell his interest in his farm to him (includes a note, possibly by John H 
Bennett, commenting on the letter); Lace envelope directed to Miss Fanny Boston 
containing ms booklet in fancy paper entitled ‘the whole tenor of the Gospel comprised in 
one short view’; ms and printed copies of poems and religious extracts [5 items]; some 
loose envelopes with penny postage stamps [3 stamps]; County & City of Cork 
Horticultural Society, free ticket [1856], (Richard J Perry’s name on back); Blank receipt, 
1850s; Newsprint map of the United States of America, 1861. 
 
 
B609/9/G/2 Order of attachment issued 4 June 1819 requiring Patrick Scollard to  
  appear to answer Robert Bennett of a plea of breach of covenant to the  
  value of £90 18s 9d. 
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 B609/9/G/3 Diary of Edward Hallaran Bennett, MD, 1864-73. EH Bennett was an  
  uncle of John H Bennett, and was Professor of Surgery at Trinity College,  
  Dublin. The diary is in abstract form, with entries for certain days only, 
often summarising events over a period, and not kept contemporaneously with those 
events. The entries are not all in date order. A few newscuttings have been pasted in, 
including two dated 12 October 1871 and 26 February 1873 recording the births of his 
daughters Georgina and Norah respectively. A note inside the cover states ‘This is mostly 
material from the estate of Norah daughter of EH Bennett MD (Prof of Surgery TCD)’. 
With it is a news report on the funeral of the late Professor Bennett, dated 24 June 1907. 

 
 

B609/9/G/4 Mounted photograph of Edward Hallaran Bennett, Professor of Surgery,  
  Trinity College Dublin, and uncle of John H Bennett. 
 
 
 B609/9/G/5 Photographs, Ballinacurra, c1858, 1880. Includes picture of quay and malt 
  house with figure in boat in foreground, said to be William Hallaran  
  Bennett. There are also two other pictures of the quay and Ballinacurra 
malt house, one with ship at anchor, and a picture of Charleston malt house. Also present 
are a picture of a house, and two pictures showing farmland. There is also a feint picture 
of a building by the water’s edge (a note on reverse reads ‘Avoncore Mill, Midleton’). 
Most of the pictures are rather feint. 8 items [See also B609/8/A above] 
 
 
 B609/9/G/6 Copy of ‘The Iliad of Homer’, Vol IV [Books 19 to 24], translated by  
  Pope, Dublin, 1791. A note inside the cover states that the book was given 
  as a literature prize in Latin to Jacobo Bennett (James Bennett), on 14 July 
1811, by William Adair, Headmaster. A much later accompanying note explains Adair 
was master of a school in Fermoy started by John Anderson. This James Bennett is 
probably the great-grandfather of John H Bennett. 
 


